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Cover photo: Spring flowers struggling 
in Muker by Jackie Pope 

First Thoughts  
We were saddened to hear of the 
death of Elsie Whitehead at the end 
of January.  Elsie had been a stalwart 
member of the Gazette board for over 
a decade and played a vital role dealing 
with subscriptions for those who have 
the Gazette posted to them every 
month. She despatched copies all over 
the country and to many far-flung 
parts of the world.  More recently she 
also played a key part in ensuring the 
right number of copies of the Gazette 
are delivered on time each month to 
our local network of distributors.  We 
really appreciated her hard work, 
humour and quiet unflappability.  She 
will be much missed.   
 *********************** 
Our March issue is again full of lots of 
opportunities to get together and 
share in different activities.  Do keep 
sending in your information about 
events in your hall or organisation or 
area ð itõs such a good way of keeping 
local people in touch with whatõs going 
on.  
To our huge disappointment the 
Charity Commission doesnõt seem to 
see this service as a Public 
Benefit.  Much work went into 
rewriting our constitution to better 
reflect what we do, and we were very 
grateful to Andy Shield from 
Community First Yorkshire for helping 
us with this.  However, after trying 
and failing twice to gain Charity 
approval, we feel it is a lost cause.  A 
local news information publication 
somehow does not qualify.  
We had hoped to gain Charitable 
Status and thereby be eligible for 
Gift Aid on any donations, and also for 
any grants available only to 

charities.  As this has not happened, 
we continue to be dependent on the 
generosity of our readership to top up 
our finances and thus keep us 
going.  Information on how to donate is 
on page 3, and we are very grateful to 
those who make regular annual or 
monthly donations, as well as those 
who fill our collecting tins dotted 
around the dales.  This month we have 
been very pleased to receive sizeable 
donations from Trevor Barningham and 
from Reeth Fireworks Committee 
(Reeth Millennium Fund).  Thank you so 
much.  
The website remains a work in 
progress.  Illness has prevented more 
rapid progress over the winter, but it 
is still high on our agenda.  
The committee is very happy to 
welcome Marilyn Brown to our 
ranks.  Marilyn worked with her late 
husband Trevor for many years 
distributing the Gazette around the 
two dales, and we are pleased she is 
back to help us and use her 
experience.  Later in this issue you will 
see an advertisement for a 
replacement Treasurer for the 
Gazette.  Andrew Bedford has been on 
the Board and dealing with the 
finances and the advertisers for many 
years, and we are very grateful to him 
for all heõs done.  If you have 
accounting experience and can 
use Sage, and would consider becoming 
part of this happy band that produces 
the Gazette ð which WE know does 
provide a benefit to the public ð then 
do get in touch with Andrew for a 
chat.                                           

Jackie 
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 Gazette Management 

Committee 
Chairman:  Susan Miller  
Longstone, Low Row, Richmond 
DL11 6NA 
Tel: 01748 886 358 
E-mail: chairman@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Secretary:  Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond,  
DL11 6PE 
Tel: 01748 886 292 
E-mail: secretary@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Editor:  Jackie Pope 
2 Pinfold, Peter Lane, Burton Leonard, 
Harrogate, HG3 3RZ 
Tel: 07885 498676 
E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Treasurer:  Andrew Bedford 
Glory Be, Blades, Richmond, DL11 6PS 
Tel: 01748 886 974 
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Subscriptions:   
E-mail: 
subscription@reethGazette.co.uk 
  
  

Distribution: Marilyn Brown 
The Cottage, Healaugh, Richmond DL11 
6UA 
Tel: 01748 884111 
Email: 
distribution@reethGazette.co.uk 

Published by  
The Reeth & District Gazette Ltd. 
Company Number: 06541854  
c/o The Company Secretary 

Andrew Bedford, Glory Be, Blades 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL11 6PS 

Tel: 01748 886 974  
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

No material may be reproduced in 
whole or in part without permission. 
Whilst every care is taken for 
accuracy, the publishers cannot be 
held legally responsible for any errors 
or opinions in articles, listings or 
advertisements. 
  

ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

Gazette Deadlines 

 The deadlines for the next two 
months are: 

April issue: March 9th 
May issue: April 8th 

 
Please Note: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this is at the 
sole discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette: Issues can vary in page number and so weight 

over the year.  Postage will require a Large Letter size and will likely cost Ã2.00 
2nd class, or Ã3.60 1st class but please check with the Post Office. 

Donations  
Can be made through our collecting 
tins in: CB Inn, Copper Kettle, Dales 
Bike Centre, Hudson House, Muker Tea 
Shop and Store, Punch Bowl Inn, Red 
Lion, Reeth Gift Shop, Reeth Post 
Office, Swaledale Woollens, and The 
Old School in Muker or by bank 
transfer to 77-91-29 40807260. using 
the reference òSupporteró. Thank you. 
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 Melbecks Parish Council 

Extraordinary Meeting 

held on 17th November 

2025 
Present: Councillors Silver, Calvert, 
Bowe and Strafford with Cllr R. 
Alderson chairing.  Also present was 
NYC Councillor Yvonne Peacock. 
Clerk: Miss N. Adams.  
To discuss information shared and 
actions regarding turning circle at Low 
Row Institute. 
A discussion took place regarding the 
sharing of information between parish 
councillors, in particular about the 
turning circle at Low Row Institute and 
why some information had not been 
shared following a meeting between a 
resident and the Chair of the Parish 
Council. 
It was advised that the information 
was not shared because this issue was 
not considered by Councillor Alderson 
to be the concern of Melbecks Parish 
Council, as the land concerned belongs 
to Reeth Estates. Reeth Estates have 
been contacted regarding this, and 
they do not wish to take the matter 
any further. A conversation also took 
place with the North Yorkshire Council 
Highways Officer, who also did not 
raise any concern about this.  
However, councillors had been 
approached by three local residents 
regarding the tarmac issue who 
informed them that this would be 
raised at the next Parish Council 
meeting. The other members of the 
Parish Council felt that they would 
have made a different decision if they 
had known the full facts.  
In addition, the name of a resident who 
had requested to remain anonymous, 

was shared at a previous meeting by 
the Chair of the Parish Council, with a 
member of the public present. 
To consider how to respond to 
communication received regarding this 
issue (by email and verbally) 
It was agreed for a letter of apology to 
be sent to the two residents who had 
previously contacted about the tarmac 
concern, and to the resident whose 
name had been disclosed at a recent 
Parish Council meeting. 
5. Motion of no confidence in the Chair 
Councillor Alderson left the meeting 
for this item, and Vice-Chair, Councillor 
Silver took over as Chair. 
A motion of no confidence in the Chair 
had been proposed by Councillors 
Strafford and Bowe. 
A vote took place with the following 
result; 
1 - abstain, 3 - approve, therefore the 
motion of no confidence in the Chair, 
Council Alderson was carried. 
Councillor Alderson returned to the 
meeting and was informed of the above 
decision. 
Any other business 
The councillors were provided with a 
copy of an email complaint from a 
resident, which was shared as 
requested. It was agreed for the Clerk 
to reply to the resident, to 
acknowledge receipt of this complaint 
and to be provide a copy of the 
Melbecks Parish Council Complaints 
Procedure. Councillor Alderson was 
thanked for all his service to the Parish 
Council.  
Dates of next meeting                                                                                                  
Thursday 27th November 2025 at Low 
Row 
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  Melbecks Parish Council 

Meeting held on 27th 

November 2025 
 
Present: Councillors Alderson, Calvert, 
Bowe and Strafford with Cllr A. Silver 
chairing.  Also present was NYC 
Councillor Yvonne Peacock.  
Clerk: Miss N. Adams.  
Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the last meeting, held 
on 2nd October 2025 were agreed to 
be a correct record, and these were 
signed by the Vice-Chair.  
Subject to a correction, the minutes of 
the extraordinary meeting, held on 
17th November 2025 were agreed to 
be a correct record, and these were 
signed by the Vice-Chair.  
Matters arising 
It was noted that the speeding issue in 
Low Row has been reported to 
Highways, but there is a long waiting 
list.   
Finance 
a) Order to pay and a cheque were 
signed for Geoff West for Ã51.96 for 
repairs to the notice boards in Low Row 
and Gunnerside. 
b) Order to pay and a cheque were 
signed for Sheila Lewis for Ã120 to 
pay for diesel for the emergency 
generator (Melbecks Emergency Group) 
The clerk will send the cheque.  
c) Quotes were received from Irving 
Joinery new notice boards at Ã1278.10 
for two, and there is Ã300 from NYC 
Locality funding and Ã250 available 
from Reeth Estates. As a new website 
and email addresses are needed before 
the next audit in April 2026, it was 
agreed that this was the main priority, 
and the purchase of new notice boards 

will be put on hold for now.  
d) Parish Precept. It was unanimously 
agreed to request Ã1900.   (post-
meeting note: it was unanimously agreed 
to increase this request to Ã2500 to 
cover the cost of a website etc.) The 
clerk to contact NYC. 
Highways 
a) Peatgate: The clerk was requested to 
contact Highways regarding the work 
that Highways were to do at Peatgate 
(a pipe needs to be fitted by the cattle 
grid to take water across to the 
gutter).  
b) Surrender Bridge: Top stones are 
missing from the wall at Surrender 
Bridge, the Clerk to contact Highways 
regarding this.   
North Yorkshire Council                                                                                                       
a) Garden waste collections: It was 
noted that garden waste collections will 
come to an end for this year between 
Monday 24 November 2025 and Friday 
5 December 2025. 
YDNPA                                                                                                                        
a) The summary note of Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Management Plan Annual 
Forum was shared with councillors.   
b) The Autumn Parish Forum Notes 
Slides and Recordings were shared with 
councillors. 
c) Protected Tree Decision: Rowleth 
Edge, Gunnerside, to remove 2x willow 
and 2x silver birch - approved, replant 
recommended. There were no comments 
or objections.  
d) Protected Tree Decision: Thistlebout 
Farm, Gunnerside fell 1x pine and crown 
lift 1 x elm approved no replant 
recommended. There were no comments 
or objections. 
e) Protected Tree Decision Gunnerside 
Chapel Fell 1x leylandii, and lower by a 
third 1x yew approved replant 
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Hudson House 
 

Your valuable community asset 
Rooms for hire 

Suitable for meetings, lectures, talks,  
training or social events.  

The Meeting Room - maximum of 30 
people. 

The Meeting Place (evenings only) ð 
maximum of 10 people. 

Access to PCs, Internet, printer, photo-
copier, laminator and kitchen facilities. 

 
The Orchard Gallery for hire 

Suitable for exhibitions of paintings,  
photographs and other artwork.  
Own entrance through the garden.  
Sales can be handled for you. 

For prices (special rates for community use),  
bookings or more information please 
contact Jill May on 01748 884 485 or  

admin@hudsonhouse.info 

recommended. There were no comments 
or objections. 
f) Protected Tree Decision Land next 
to Brockma Gill, Kearton, Low Row Fell 
1x ash approved replant recommended. 
There were no comment or objections. 
g) Coast to Coast Stakeholders Meeting 
27th November 2025. This meeting has 
been postponed. The clerk to send out 
details when this has been rearranged.  
h) Full planning permission for 
conversion of existing stable/coach 
house to residential use for local 
occupancy or tourist accommodation at 
The Old Stable/Coach House, 
Gunnerside, Richmond, DL11 6LE. It was 
noted that this has been considered by 
the YDNPA planning committee and 
refused. 
i) Listed building consent to retain the 
works carried out to the outbuilding 
comprising: i) replacement of the west 
window to the front elevation with a top 
hung casement; ii) insertion of a 
vestibule; iii) partial laying of a wooden 
floor; iv) partial provision of an 
insulated ceiling and v) provision of an 
electrical supply at Ling Garth, Low 
Row, Richmond, DL11 6PH - R/05/73Q/
LB. The council raised no comments or 
objections.  
j) Barn at High Hillways, Gunnerside. It 
was noted that there have been some 
alterations made to the barn next to 
High Hillways, Gunnerside, and the 
council unanimously agreed for the 
clerk to check if there has been 
planning permission submitted for this.   
Any Other Business                                                                                                                                     
a) IT Policy: The council unanimously 
approved and adopted the IT Policy 
which was signed by the Vice-Chair.                                                                                             
b) Dales Police Report 10th October 
2025 to 7th November 2025: This was 

shared with councillors                                                                                                      
Dates of next meetings                                                                                                
Thursday 29th January 2026 at 
Gunnerside 
Thursday 19th March 2026 at Low Row 
Thursday 14th May 2026 at 
Gunnerside 
Thursday 16th July 2026 at Low Row 

mailto:admin@hudsonhouse.info
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Reeth Show 

Domino and Whist Drive 

Reeth Memorial Hall 

Friday 6th March 7.30pm 

World Day of Prayer 2026 
Friday 6th March 14.30  

Low Row URC 
We do hope you will join us for the 
World Day of Prayer on Friday 6th 
March at 2.30pm at Low Row URC. 
Everyone is welcome.  If you would like 
a copy of the service booklet in 
advance or if you would like to help 
with the preparation for our service 
please contact Sue on 01748 886963. 
More information can be found on the 
WDP website: wwdp.org.uk. 

Sue Pellatt, on behalf of Christians 
Together in Swaledale 
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 Glenné.who? 

By John 

Hunter 
 

A few articles back, the name of this 
monthõs featured artiste was 
mentioned, partially in jest, as a 
potential subject for one of my ôknow 
the face but not the nameõ features. 
Well, as weõre currently enjoying binge 
watching the excellent ôThe 
Residentõ (2018 ð 2023, Channel 5, 
Netflix, Amazon Prime), who should 
pop up but Mr Glenn 
Morshower playing 
the titular 
characterõs father. 
(Incidentally, young 
Matt Czuchry (the 
ôresidentõ himself) 
moved to this show 
from an excellent 
turn in another 
recommended seven 
season US import, 
ôThe Good Wifeõ). 
Mr Morshower has 
almost cornered the niche market of 
dependable military / political types 
for three decades. You may have 
spotted him in several Transformers 
movies (OK, maybe not), Black Hawk 
Down, Pearl Harbor etc and TV shows 
such as Star Trek (TNG and Voyager), 
Quantum Leap, The West Wing, 
CSI, Criminal Minds, and Hawaii 5 0 
plus numerous others.  
What is really fascinating about Mr 
Morshowerõs roles is when you check 
his characterõs names (or in his case, 
ranks) ð at a rough count there were 
three sheriffs, five Colonels, six 
Generals plus a couple of Presidents 

and numerous Senators, Defence 
Secretaries, Detectives and Agents. 
This seems a direct link back to the 
heady days of Hollywood when actors 
(such as those I have previously 
featured) could carve out a whole 
career playing the town drunk, the 
dodgy mayor or the local ôgood time 
girlõ. However, watching Mr Morshower 
work, his range is far beyond the 
typecasting suggested above. Whilst 
seeming to exude reliability, there is 
just a hint of some darker overtones as 
we watch The Resident ð but please 
donõt tell me more as weõre only on 

Season 1 at present! 
Perhaps itõs that 
familiar Texas accent 
or the ôfriendlyõ well-
worn face? ð did you 
know that he was the 
only character to 
appear in ALL seven 
seasons of ô24õ other 
than our hero himself 
Jack Bauer. His caring 
for the first lady 
during the ôreignõ of a 
very dodgy President 

in a later season was a standout 
performance for me ð so thatõs the role 
he is pictured in here. 
In real life his story speaks volumes ð 
he acted at the Dallas Theater Centre 
from the age of 12, and at 19 married 
his childhood sweetheart Carolyn 
(together now for 47 years they have 
two children and several 
grandchildren). He still teaches at his 
local Baptist church. His series of 
ôaudition masteryõ lectures for actors 
led to a second career in ômotivational 
speakingõ. He certainly sounds like the 
decent chap he portrays! 
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Swift Signs and Shirts  
Yorkshire Dales Rally 

Road Closure Information  
You may have heard of the Yorkshire 
Dales Rally which will take place on 
Sunday 29th March 2026.   
Itõs a new closed road special stage 
rally running on roads to the west of 
Leyburn. The event is fully regulated 
under a Motor Sport UK Permit, 
supported by a Motor Race Order and 
a Traffic Regulation Order. 
We have a full entry of 100 competing 
cars, including many local crews as well 
as visitors from across the country, all 
of whom will bring valuable income into 
the Dales. The rally is based at 
Tennantõs Auction House in Leyburn, 
with the official start taking place in 
the Market Square. Competitors will 
complete a loop of four closed-road 
stages in the morning before returning 
to Leyburn for service, then repeat the 
same loop again in the afternoon. 
The event has received generous 
support from numerous local 
businesses, including Swift Signs and 
Shirts, Wensleydale Brewery, Castle 
Timber Buildings, Constatine Building 
Services, The Reubens Hotel, 
Procters Coaches, SG Petch, 
Motoscope, PLS Group UK, Hall Bros, 
and Visit North Yorkshire. 
Although residents living directly on 
the closed-road sections have already 
been contacted, we also want to ensure 

that anyone else who may be affected 
is aware of the planned road closures. 
The map opposite, with the key above,  
shows the full route and highlights the 
roads that will be closed for the 
competition. We have created 
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KELD PUBLIC HALL 

 
A Domino & Whist Drive 

 
will be held on 

 
Friday March 13th at 7.30pm 

designated spectator areas to help 
minimise disruption for those living 
nearby. 
We hope the event causes as little 
inconvenience as possible. If you have 
any concerns or questions, please 
contact our Residentsõ Helpline: 
07377 371565.   Further information 
is available on our website: 
www.northallertonautoclub.co.uk/
yorkshiresdalesrally 
 
You can also follow our Facebook Page 
for live updates on road closures and 
reopening times throughout the day. 

Thank you for your patience and 
support as we bring this exciting new 
event to the area. 

Geoff Balls 
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Swaledale Festival is holding its 

Annual General Meeting on 

Thursday 23rd April at 5.00pm at 

Hudson House, Reeth and all are 

welcome to attend.  

St Andrewõs, Grinton  
 
St Andrewõs winter church services 
These will be held as usual at 
Fremington Village Hall until March 
22nd on the 2nd and 4th Sundays at 
9.30am followed by coffee at approx. 
10.30am.  Do come and join us at these 
services or for coffee or for both 
service and coffee! All are very 
welcome to come and share this time 
with us.   
 
Conservation Group meetings at 
St. Andrewõs will start again on 
Saturday 7th March. Following that 
start, these meetings will be held on 
the second Saturday each month 
through to October. All are welcome so 
please come and support our 
conservation efforts in the churchyard 
(or cleaning efforts indoors) by joining 
us for free coffee and oven fresh 
scones for a bit of ôoutdoor gymõ 
activity from 10am ð 12 noon. 
 
Bat Counts restart on Wednesday 1st 
April 7.43pm and these also continue 
through to October on the first 
Wednesdays of the month at sunset. 
Do come along for this free to attend 
hourõs counting ð children love it! 
 
We are running a Make Do and Mend 
session on Saturday 21st March 
between 10am and 3pm at Fremington 
Village Hall to raise funds for St 
Andrewõs upkeep. You can bring items 
of clothing for repair [think zips, hems, 
buttons etc] and either stay and have 
refreshments with us or drop off your 
jobs and collect them later. Jobs will 
be assessed as to whether we are able 
to help or not. Payment is on a donation 
per item basis. We look forward to your 

support for this event. Please contact 
Susan on 07969 424547 if you would 
like further information. 
 
ADVANCE NOTICE: Saturday 11th 
April 2pm in St Andrewõs Church, a 
concert kindly provided by the Military 
WAGS choir Catterick Garrison for 
the Helen Ashton Appeal for Childhood 
cancer research on behalf of CRUK. 
Tickets are Ã13 and include a cream 
tea. There will be the usual raffle and a 
craft stall all supporting this great 
cause. 
Tickets can be reserved online at 
pinktoberinthedales@gmail.com in 
advance or purchased from Reeth Post 
Office when they become available 
from 23rd February. 
 
We look forward to your future support 
at all our events.  Please see the parish 
website or church noticeboards for 
further details.  
www.swaledalearkengarthdaleparish.org.uk 

mailto:pinktoberinthedales@gmail.com
http://www.swaledalearkengarthdaleparish.org.uk
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Geoff Braithwaite 
Property  Maintenance & 
Painting and Decorating 

 

Tel: 01748 886 783 

Mob:  лтрор помрлн  
 

Email: 
geoff@mukerchapel.co.uk 

{ΦWΦw tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ 

tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

/ ϧ Dκ!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ / ϧ D vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ 

wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ²ƛǘƘ ±ŜǊȅ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ wŀǘŜǎ 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ wŜŜǘƘ  

01748-884036 
Or 07977-297563 
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Consulting Structural & Civil  

Engineers 
Structural Surveys 

All design work undertaken  
whether domestic or commercial,  

large or small 
Telephone:  01748 886717 
Email:  office@vdg.co.uk 
Website :  vdg.co.uk 

The Arts Society 

Wensleydale presents 

òBad Boys of Italian Art: 

Michelangelo, 

Caravaggio and 

Modiglianió 
 
Michelangelo Buonarroti was only 
twenty six years old when he created 
his famous sculpture of David in 

Florence. 
He went on to 
decorate the Sistine 
Chapel in Rome with 
paintings which 
continue to elicit 
awe and wonder 
today, but he was 

known throughout his life for his fiery 
temper. 
Caravaggio was 
arrogant, rebellious 
and a murderer and 
his short life 
mirrored the drama 
and moving realism of 
his works. He created 
the superb Supper at 
Emmaus and the Conversion of St Paul 
on the Road to Damascus in the Cerasi 
Chapel in Rome amongst other great 
paintings. 
A more recent artist, Amadeo 
Modigliani, produced original portraits 
and nudes characterized by elongated 

necks and bodies but 
he abused his own 
body through alcohol 
and drug addiction. 
The lecture, by Elaine 
Hansen,  will take 
place at Tennants 

Garden Rooms, Leyburn, DL8 5SG on 
Tuesday 24th  March at 2pm. 
There is plenty of free parking, a caf® 
and a restaurant, All welcome, members 
free, guests Ã10. 

Alyson Jones 
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Leyburn Arts and Community Centre ð 
good luck to all competitors. Members 
of Light My Choir! are busy preparing 
too. Our largest ensemble yet are 
getting ready to take to the stage as 
part of the Choir Day held at The 
Garden Rooms at Tennants. 
 
Fund Raising Events in March 
Music themed Quiz Night - Saturday 
7th March, Leyburn Arts and 
Community Centre. 
Angela and Bee invite you to an evening 
of music related quiz rounds from 
across the decades. Iõm sure there will 
be history, geography, fashion and 
general knowledge needed too. Teams 
of six or make a team on the night. 
Always a fun evening. Tickets Ã10 
including Pie and Peas supper. Available 
online at www.leyburnartscentre.com 
or 01969 624510 | Doors 7.00pm for 
7.30pm prompt start. Proceeds in aid 
of BlueBoxt and Leyburn Arts and 
Community Centre. 

March Update 
 

Firstly, well done to everyone who took 
part in making Hawes Amateur 
Operatic Societyõs production of 
Robinson Crusoe another top notch and 
memorable pantomime. Packed 
performances at Hawes Market House 
is testament to how much this event is 
part of the community events calendar. 

February started with a musical 
workshop led by Sheffield based 
professional musician Sarah Henegen. 
Nine young people aged 7-16 years 
brought their instruments and 
explored improvisation with Sarah and 
community musicians Bee Darceey 
(Vocals), Michael Yare (Guitar) and, 
John Keeler (Bass). The session was 
made possible thanks to funding from 
by AMP, Youth Music and Arts Council 
England. 
 
This month sees us supporting 
participants taking part in the 
Wensleydale Tournament of Song at 

Get Musical Improvising Workshop 
Feb. 2026 É Colin Bailey 
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 Fundraiser for The Friends of 
Marrick Priory - Friday 27th March, 
Reeth Memorial Hall.  
Vocalists Gail Barlow and Colin Bailey 
present a programme entitled 
òMediterranean Medleyó raising funds 
for Marrick Priory Outdoor Education 
and Residential Centre. There will also 
be a bar and raffle. Doors open 6.00pm 
for 6.30pm start. Tickets cost Ã15 
including two course meal - available 
from Reeth Post Office or on the door.  
 
2026 DIARY DATES (so far!) 

¶ Spring Lunch with vocalists Gail 
Barlow and Colin Bailey - Saturday 2nd 
May (Thoralby). 

¶ The A684s concert at Leyburn  Arts 
and Community Centre ð Saturday 9th 
May  

¶ Wensleydale Community Arts Festival 
ð Various events throughout June. 

¶ Twice Nightly - A celebration of the 
glory days of Variety. With Dominic 
Goodwin as Freddie Francis. Friday 
5th June (Askrigg), Saturday 6th 
(Leyburn) and Sunday 7th (Reeth).  

¶ Colours Fashion Show with 
entertainment by Bee Darceey and 
local Makers Stalls - Wednesday 17th 
June (West Burton).  

¶ Quiz Night with Simon Eastwood - 
Friday 9th October (West Burton). 

¶ Leyburn Jazz Festival - Thursday 
15th to Sunday 18th October. 

¶ Young Musician Of The Year 
Competition - Sunday 22nd November 
(Leyburn). 

 
Volunteering ð We welcome enquiries 
from potential volunteers ð from 

stewarding events, mentoring or helping 
in the office, there is a role to suit 
everyone. Like all Charities, itõs tough 
going at the moment ð We are seeking 
people interested in helping to 
fundraise and secure funding. Please 
contact us for an informal chat and to 
find out how you could help. 
 
Raising Creative Aspirations ð Now 
welcoming applications from young 
people aged 16-26 year olds who are 
interested in working in the Creative 
Industries Sector. Supported by Youth 
Music and using public funding by the 
National Lottery through Arts Council 
England we will be able to support 20 
young people with coaching and business 
advice and 3 paid Freelance Creative 
placements designed to build careers in 
the music and creative industries. See 
website for more details or contact us 
to find out more. 
 
To find out more or book places for 
our events and activities visit 
www.blueboxt.org or contact Colin 
Bailey on: 01969 745810/ 07711 
211169 or email: info@blueboxt.org 
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SALES ð LETTINGS ð MANAGEMENT 
FREE ôNO OBLIGATIONõ MARKET APPRAISAL AVAILABLE 

UPON REQUEST 

6 Bridge Street 
Bedale 
DL8 2AD 

01677 422282 
 

bedale@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

14 Queens Road 
Richmond 
DL10 4AG 
01748 

822473/822967 
 

richmond@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

25 Market Place 
Leyburn 
DL8 5AS 

01969 622194 
 

leyburn@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

www.normanfbrown.co.uk  

mailto:bedale@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:bedale@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:richmond@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:richmond@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:leyburn@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:leyburn@normanfbrown.co.uk
http://www.normanfbrown.co.uk
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 Seeing Stars 
Thursday 26 March 7.30 
Gunnerside Village Hall 

 
TLC@Gunnerside is delighted to 
welcome Low Row resident Paul Clark as 
our speaker in March.  Renowned 
throughout the dales and beyond as a 
brilliant astrophotographer, heõll take 
us on a stroll through the night skies of 
the northern dales. See familiar places 
from Marske to Mallerstang in a 
completely new light through his words, 
photographs and videos. 

Weõll enjoy images of the Milky Way, 
marvel at constellations and star 
patterns and be awed by the beauty of 
the dales in darkness. 
All are welcome, including guests for a 
modest Ã4 donation which includes tea, 
coffee and home-made yummy things at 
the end. 
You can become a member for just Ã10 
for the year and enjoy a variety of 
events and activities.  
Future events in 2026 include:  
Card-making workshop (May) 
Talk on cheese and butter making in 
the Dales (June) 
How ladies used to dress (July) 

Craft evening making lavender 
babushkas (September) 
Artisan foods versus supermarket 
produce (October) 
Wreath making workshop (December) 
 
Get all the details when you become a 
member, or keep an eye on Facebook 
and the Gazette for monthly updates. 
Sue Barron 07579 795886 (Iõm on 

WhatsApp) 
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Fremington Village Hall 
  

Redecorated and now with its own 
piano, the Village Hall (known locally as 
the Sunday School) is available to hire 
for all kinds of events, from regular 
classes, talks and community activi-
ties, to one-off functions like chil-
drenõs parties, lunches and dinners and 
special occasions such as wedding re-
ceptions and anniversary parties. The 
Hall has a small kitchen with electric 
cooker and microwave; toilet facilities 
including disabled toilet; and a small 
rear garden. 
The Hall is a registered charity run by 
a small and dedicated volunteer com-
mittee. You can book the Hall by phon-
ing or texting the bookings  
secretary Carol Witham on  
07783 924827 or by email 
at  c.whitham149@btinternet.com  

Bellerby Study Group 
 
Our programme continues on Wednesday 
4 March when the plot thickens inthe 
tantalising Secrets of the Attic part 
2 as Dr Tony Nicholson pursues the òVile 
Womanó across the globe. An unwelcome 
guest turns up at Annieõs wedding and a 
scandal looms. Gus suddenly disappears 
but we track him down and discover his 
unlikely fate. 
In The Marske Estate on Wednesday 11 
March Stephen Clark will describe the 
history of the Estate from the 1590s to 
the 1960s.  The estate grew to a peak of 
over 10,000 acres the 1800s, but then 
began a decline until its eventual sale in 
the 1960s. Discover what its fortunes had 
in common with other large estates in the 
area west of Richmond. 
On Wednesday 18 March Rev William 
Thackray will take us on an illustrated 
journey describing the Churches of 
Wensleydale. 
Join us on Wednesday 25 March for our 
Annual General Meeting. 
 
All our meetings are on Wednesday 
evenings and start at 7.30 in Bellerby 
Memorial Hall, Church Street DL8 5QL.  
The talks are followed by free 
refreshments and a chance to chat. 
Membership is Ã15 for 8 talks, visitors 
are welcome at Ã3 per meeting. For more 
information contact Judy Asher 07968 
596676. 

James Peacock 
Solid Fuel 

Merchant 

Bainbridge 
 

Good quality fuels at  
competitive prices. 

Deliveries to Wensleydale, 
Swaledale and Coverdale.  
No delivery too small. 

 

Tel. 01969 650212/650465 

info@james-peacock.co.uk 

www.james-peacock.co.uk 

Reeth and District Gazette AGM 
will be held 

Monday 9th March 
7.30pm 

Low Row Institute 
All welcome 

mailto:c.whitham149@btinternet.com.
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eŞĬĀłņǜTŒĥĔĀǜèĬüǜXĔũǜđèŝĀǜ
ƍĀĔłǜđĀèłōņǜĔĬǜƍĀǜ2èĥĀņ 

Ȃ2ĀĥĔČđōċŒĥǜ
,ĳōōèČĀǠǜĿĀłċĀöōǜ
õèŽĀǜċĳłǜ

ĀţĿĥĳłĔĬČǜƍĀǜ
2èĥĀņȃ 

-ƚƘƚƝǜAŒĀŽō- 

eĬĀǜõĀüłĳĳī 
XèĬČƍŞèĔōĀ 

tĔƄīĳĬüǜ2Xƙƙǜƞt6 

,ĳĬōèöōǜŒņǜċĳłǜīĳłĀǜüĀōèĔĥņǡ 
6īèĔĥǡǜĔŝŤöĳōōèČĀĿèłōĬĀłŽđĔĿȎČīèĔĥǟöĳī 

Eyes on the 

Skies - 

Protecting Birds of Prey 
 

Talking Raptor Persecution with Dr 
Ruth Tingay 
Wednesday 18 March, 5:30pm - 
7:00pm 
Hear from wildlife conservationist Dr 
Ruth Tingay (pictured right), who has 
worked in the field of raptor research 
and conservation for more than 30 
years.  
A former President of the 
international Raptor Research 
Foundation, Ruth now focuses on 
campaigning against the illegal killing 
of birds of prey in the UK through 
the blog Raptor Persecution UK. She 
is also a co-director of the hard-
hitting wildlife conservation 
organisation Wild Justice with Chris 
Packham. 
Book for this free talk at: 
www.friendsofthedales.org.uk/events 
All talks can also be viewed later via: 
www.youtube.com/@friendsofthedales 

http://www.friendsofthedales.org.uk/events
http://www.youtube.com/@friendsofthedales
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In an emergency DIAL 999 ask for 
the POLICE then 
Mountain Rescue / Cave Rescue / 
Mine Rescue / Flood Rescue 
 
Charity Commission Registration No: 
1201870, providing Mountain and Cave 
Rescue in the Northern Yorkshire 
Dales 
 
The team is made up of highly trained 
volunteers available, 24/7 in any 
weather, any time of the day or night. 

On average we respond to between 
40 and 50 calls each year.  
In 2025 we attended 52 incidents 
(including out of area Dog Searches). 
Incidents 12th Jan to 8th Feb 2026 
03 Incidents this edition 
 
Incident 09: 06/02/2026: Called by 
the Police to rescue a motorist 
stranded in snow. Team members 
deployed and the incident was quickly 
resolved. 
 
Incident 08: 25/01/2026: A rather 
strange one! 
The Police asked us to assist 10 
walkers trapped in a shooting hut on 
Preston Moor. With limited 
information available we dispatched 
team members to the location. On 
arrival we found the doors to the hut 
bolted shut from the outside. Ten 
relieved walkers were then ôreleasedõ 
from their temporary incarceration. 

Incident 07: 20/01/20256: Called by 
the Police last night to search for a 
missing person near Low Whita. First 
team members quickly on scene with 
the Police search dogs, The missing 
person was located by the Police dogs 
near the River Swale and treated and 
assisted by the team to the 
Ambulance. 
 
Thanks to the following for the recent 
support  
The Kings Head, Gunnerside Bingo 
night Ã180 
The Travellers Rest, Skeby Ã277.70 

Thanks to a generous donation we've 
been able to replace our 10-year-old 
helmets with new ones. We use orange 
as it's easier to see damage than 
white, also the colour doesn't cause 
issues when working with other 
emergency services during flood and 
water rescue. 

SMRT 

MOUNTAIN & CAVE RESCUE 


