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Geoff Braithwaite 
Property  Maintenance & 
Painting and Decorating 

 

Tel: 01748 886 783 

Mob:  лтрор помрлн  
 

Email: 
geoff@mukerchapel.co.uk 

Cover photo: Angus Strachan, òI am a 
Yorkshire lad from Hessle near Hull. I 
love Swaledale! I now live in Los 
Angeles California. Here is a picture of 
me holding your esteemed publication 
in front of the Santa Monica Pier.  It 
was sent to me by my sister, Vanessa 
Strachan, who loves the CB Inn.ó 
 
As you can see Angus is holding last 
Januaryõs issue.  I hope he has kept up 
with all our Gazettes over the year! Ed 
 

 
 
 
Consulting Structural & Civil  

Engineers 
Structural Surveys 

All design work undertaken  
whether domestic or commercial,  

large or small 
Telephone:  01748 886717 
Email:  office@vdg.co.uk 
Website :  vdg.co.uk 

Happy New Year! 
I hope you have had a wonderful 
Christmas and feel rested and 
prepared for another dose of Dales 
winter! I know it can feel long and 
relentless, but I also know that there 
are some great activities and events 
planned in the Two Dales to keep 
everyone connected and with uplifted 
spirits!  Thanks to everyone who 
managed to get stuff in to me for the 
very early deadline for this January 
issue.  Do keep sending information 
about upcoming events so that they can 
be publicised as widely as possible. 
From the Committee page opposite, 
some of you may notice that I have now 
permanently moved out of the dale to a 
village near Harrogate.  I am happy to 
keep on editing the Gazette as I am 
still with you in spirit, but if anyone 
feels a true local is more appropriate 
and wants to step up please get in 
touch !                                         Jackie 
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 Gazette Management 

Committee 
Chairman:  Susan Miller  
Longstone, Low Row, Richmond 
DL11 6NA 
Tel: 01748 886 358 
E-mail: chairman@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Secretary:  Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond,  
DL11 6PE 
Tel: 01748 886 292 
E-mail: secretary@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Editor:  Jackie Pope 
2 Pinfold, Peter Lane, Burton Leonard, 
Harrogate, HG3 3RZ 
Tel: 07885 498676 
E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Treasurer:  Andrew Bedford 
Glory Be, Blades, Richmond, DL11 6PS 
Tel: 01748 886 974 
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Subscriptions:  Elsie Whitehead  
5 Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond,  
DL11 6SD 
Tel: 01748 884 132 
E-mail: subscription@reethGazette.co.uk 
  
  

Distribution: 
Please contact Elsie Whitehead or  
Sue Alderson 

Published by  
The Reeth & District Gazette Ltd. 
Company Number: 06541854  
c/o The Company Secretary 

Andrew Bedford, Glory Be, Blades 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL11 6PS 

Tel: 01748 886 974  
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

No material may be reproduced in 
whole or in part without permission. 
Whilst every care is taken for 
accuracy, the publishers cannot be 
held legally responsible for any errors 
or opinions in articles, listings or 
advertisements. 
  

ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

Gazette Deadlines 

 The deadlines for the next two 
months are: 

February issue: January 12th 
March issue: February 9th 

 
Please Note: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this is at the 
sole discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette: Issues can vary in page number and so weight 

over the year.  Postage will require a Large Letter size and will likely cost Ã2.00 
2nd class, or Ã3.60 1st class but please check with the Post Office. 

Donations  
Can be made through our collecting 
tins in: CB Inn, Copper Kettle, Dales 
Bike Centre, Hudson House, Muker Tea 
Shop and Store, Punch Bowl Inn, Red 
Lion, Reeth Gift Shop, Reeth Post 
Office, Swaledale Woollens, and The 
Old School in Muker or by bank 
transfer to 77-91-29 40807260. using 
the reference òSupporteró. Thank you. 
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 More Planes and 

Automobiles, but 

still no trains ð 

maybe next time?  

By John Hunter 
 
Following on from ôThose Magnificent 
Menõ in 1969 was ôThose Daring Young 
Men in their Jaunty Jalopiesõ ð the 
American title which cashed in on its 
predecessor ð over here it was called 
simply ôMonte-Carlo or Bustõ after the 

famous car rally it features. Terry 
Thomas appears as the similarly 
dastardly son of the original villain 
(with ôservantõ Eric Sykes still as 
downtrodden) but upping the comedy 
ante were Peter Cook and Dudley 
Moore, reigning in their more anarchic 
tendencies as a pair of Army 
ôinventorsõ, driving a car with more 
gadgets than Conneryõs Aston Martin. 
The great Jack Hawkins (ôThe Cruel 
Seaõ) also made one of his later film 
appearances, his dialogue dubbed 
after having to have his larynx 
removed.  Along for the ôtop spotõ ride 
this time was Tony Curtis, who also 
proved unpopular on set, but once 
again the vehicles were the real stars 
with a whole plethora of actual and 
reconstructed vintage cars featuring 
in some very well-choreographed race 

scenes (unfortunately again marred by 
dodgy back projection). Ron Goodwin 
supplied a copycat score to 
ôMagnificent Menõ with the added 
novelty of title vocals from the great 
Jimmy Durante. You may remember last 
time I asked about the filmõs title ð the 
US ôjalopyõ one directly referenced its 
predecessor, whilst ôMonte Carlo or 
Bustõ which was used over here reflects 
the title song exactly. Whilst on the 
subject of titles, the originalõs FULL 
title was the longest ever at that time, 
being ôThose magnificent men in their 
flying machines, or how I flew from 
London to Paris in 2 hours and 11 
minutesõ!  Anyway ð back to the subject 
in hand, and it is said that the 
despicable Terry Thomas was the 
direct inspiration for ôDick Dastardlyõ 
from ôWacky Racesõ (complete with 
moustache twirling) ð see what you 
think from their pictures! 

Tony Curtis had already appeared in a 
very similar (but US financed) vintage 
car movie four years before ôMonte 
Carloõ ð anyone remember its name? 
CLUE; it had a memorable score from 
the great Henry Mancini including a 
popular waltz song (succeeding both 
ôMoon Riverõ and ôCharadeõ) ð it also had 
an odd central section which was 
essentially a remake of ôThe prisoner of 
Zendaõ ð Oh, and Jack Lemon played a 
very Terry Thomas-like villain ð the 
whole thing directed by the great Blake 
Edwards! ð Answer next time. 
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YORKSHIRE FOOT 
CLINICS 

Podiatry/Chiropody 
Alex Kravchenko MChS, BSc Pod (Hons) 
Nail cutting, callus, corns &  

ingrowing nails 
All treated in the comfort of your 

home 
Tel. Richmond 850020 
Or Hawes 667449 

Always insist on state registered 

 

Bespoke 
Tutors 

Maths, Science, 
English Private 
Tutors 

Brown Hill Top 
Low Row 
Richmond 

Tel. 01748 886201 
Email:bespoketutors@gmail.com 
www.bespoketutors.org.uk 

New Year Fireworks 
Reeth Firework Display 
will take place on  
1st January  

on Reeth green at 
7.00pm   

Hot dogs and burgers will 
be available.    

No admission charge but a 
collection will take place 
for future events.   
Cash only so please fill 

your pockets.   
Looking forward to seeing 

you all.  
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 ôMajorõ Wind Farm Plan 

near Yorkshire Dales 
A wind farm featuring 20 wind turbines 
could be built on the edge of the 
Yorkshire Dales. 
The 200m (656ft)-high structures 
would be erected near the Stang 
Forest, between Arkengarthdale and 
Teesdale, if the proposal by Fred Olsen 
Renewables is approved. 

The developer claimed the Hope Moor 
Wind Farm would generate enough 
energy to power 81,000 homes and 
businesses. 
It said public consultations would begin 
in spring 2026. This will be followed by 
a second stage of public consultation 
later in 2026 at which further 
feedback on the proposals will be 
sought before the submission of an 
application in 2027. 
"This is a major scheme and it is 
important that people living in the area 
find out as much information as possible 
about what's being proposed," said 
Yvonne Peacock, who represents the 
Upper Dales on North Yorkshire Council. 
According to the proposals, the layout 
and final number of turbines would be 
decided following consultation with 
Historic England, Natural England, the 
Environment Agency, and local 
communities. 
According to the Local Democracy 
Reporting Service, due to the size of 

the scheme, the Secretary of State 
would need to issue a development 
consent order following an assessment 
of the plans by the Planning 
Inspectorate, rather than the proposal 
being decided by North Yorkshire 
Council. 
The Norwegian developer, which 
already operates wind farms in the UK, 
said Hope Moor would be "sensitively 
designed to respect nature and the 
landscape, as well as the traditional 
land practices of the upland moors". 
The project would create jobs and 
invest in local communities, it added. 
If approved, it would be located on an 
area of open moorland to the south of 
Barnard Castle and north of Richmond 
which covers about 1,130 hectares 
(2,792 acres). 
"The open topography and isolated 
location mean Hope Moor gifts the 
North of England an ideal site for 
carbon negative power generation," the 
company said. 
It confirmed the scheme would be 
outside the boundary of the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park and said it was still 
at a very early stage of development. 

Joe Willis, Local Democracy 
Reporting Service 

The wind farm would be built near the 
Stang Forest if plans are approved  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/lnp/ldrs
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 The railway that never 

was: Richmond to Reeth 
 
In 1846 the railway to Richmond from 
Darlington opened.  The òrailway maniaó 
of the 1840s brought proposals to link 
Richmond to Hawes or Kirkby Stephen.  
The plans came to nought.  Again in 
1868 new plans were developed and 
flopped.  By 1878 the railway through 
Wensleydale reached the Midland 
Railway at Garsdale Head.  Swaledale 
felt it was losing out.  Quickly 
afterwards plans were put forward for 
a railway between Richmond and Reeth, 
with a terminus in Richmond near to 
Hurgill Road.  These plans also failed. 
 
The 1896 Light Rail Act offered better 
prospects for rural railways, for 
example by reducing the costs of level 
crossings by removing gates!  It 
brought a new optimism to Swaledale.  
However it was 1912 before a final push 
was made to turn plans to reality.   
 
At an Inquiry in Richmond in 1912 the 
case for the railway was made in terms 

of agriculture, farming, lead, chert, and 
tourism.  The new plans cost Ã40,000, 
and the projected receipts of Ã4,200 
per year appeared to cover the running 
costs.  The Treasury was persuaded to 
provide a grant of Ã20,000.  The mood 
was buoyant.  
 
However the promotors were having 
trouble in designing a connection at 
Richmond station.  Rather than 
destroying what Henry VIII left of St 
Martinõs Priory, they wisely planned to 
relocate the existing railway goods 
yards.  This, and other issues, led to 
them asking for 50% more from 
Treasury.   
 
Treasury then increased its offer to 
Ã25,000, so long as the North Riding 
and Reeth Councils also contributed.  
Reeth and the North Riding had been 
prepared to loan Ã20,000.  Their 
calculations assumed they could save on 
road maintenance over the notoriously 
unstable Reeth-Richmond road.  They 
were probably kidding themselves, it 
seems very unlikely that slightly 

reduced road 
traffic due to the 
railway would have 
alleviated the 
subsidence along 
that road.  
Furthermore the 
North Riding was 
also assuming 
Marske, Marrick 
and Hudswell 
Parish Councils 
would chip in about 
Ã800 each.  Given 
that those parish 
councils hardly 
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have that amount of money in their 
bank accounts today that was a heroic 
outlook!   
 
The final letter making the case to 
Treasury was in late September 1914, 
two months after the start of World 
War One.  Treasuryõs internal file note 
pinned to this letter starts with the 
words òThis line is pretty obviously 
more trouble than it is worthó.  The 
country had other priorities.  Ironically 
it was the First World War that 
brought the final expansion of railways 
locally with the branch to the new 
Catterick Camp in 1915.   
 
The Darlington-Richmond railway closed 
in 1969, when the service was almost 
hourly.  Today the X26 and X27 buses 
ply the route every half an hour for 
most of the day.  But of course, just 

Map of proposed connection in 1912 plans at Richmond for Reeth light railway. 
[Reproduced with the Permission of The National Archives.]  

like the railway, the buses don't get as 
far as Reeth.  But then we do have the 
Little White Bus! 
 
For a more complete version of this 
story see www.marskeinswaledale.com.   

Could a train like this have run between 
Richmond and Reeth?  A 1903 petrol-
electric railcar designed for the North 
East Railwayõs minor routes.  Now at the 
Embsay and Bolton Abbey Railway.   

http://www.marskeinswaledale.com
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 Fremington Village Hall 

(Formerly Fremington 

Sunday School) 

Thank you to all those who attended 
the Fremington Village Hall open event 
in June. We had some interesting 
discussions about the history of the 
building, including a display of old plans 
and documents from the County 
Archive.  
The oldest record we had was a deed 
of sale in 1825 between Robert Deacon 

(who seems to have been the farmer 
who owned the land) and the then vicar, 
Henry Burdett Worthington and four 
parishioners who had put up the money 
to buy the land and the building  òlately 
erectedó for use as a Sunday School. 
The writing isnõt easy to read, but the 
parishioners seem to have been  
Matthew Whitlock of Cogden Hall, 
George Atkinson of Hagg Cottage, John 
Barker of Healaugh,  all of whom were 
said to be ògentlemenó, and Richard 
MacBollan of Reeth who was said to be 
a grocer and druggist.   
Unfortunately we did not have any 
Sunday School records ð they appear to 
have been lost in the mists of time.  
But we do know that in the 19th Century 
there were an astonishing number of 
children living in the dale.   In 1878 for 
example there were no less than 66 
children at the Church of England 
School in Fremington itself and 898 at 
the Friends School in Reeth.    
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 We did have documents that showed 
that the Sunday School has long been 
used for other events, notably a 
meeting in 1895 to discuss the proposed 
railway from Richmond to Reeth. Mr 
Whitlock of Cogden Hall gallantly 
offered to allow the line over his land 
(in return for shares in the company). 
Others at the meeting also seemed to 
have been strongly in favour but 
worried about the attitude of residents 
of Richmond, as the proposed line would 
cut through part of the town.   
Most interesting of all was information 
brought to the event by Myra 
Horseman (nee Allinson) who some 
readers may know.  She recalled the 
hall being used after the war as a 
canteen for the children at Fremington 
School. She also shared with us the 
picture, left, of a meeting in the hall in 
1954. The ladies are making items to 
raise funds for the Church. With 
Myraõs help we think we know many of 
the names.  From back left to front 
right they are: Harry Blenkiron, Mrs 
Hunt, Doris Barningham, Elsie Pedley,  
Christine Croft, Mrs Elsie Thompson, 
Myra Allinson herself, Mrs Blenkiron, 
Mrs Rhoda Alice Barningham, Mrs Clark 
(the Vicarõs wife), Mrs Burton,  Mrs 
Charlotte Allinson and Mrs Jean 
Attwood.  The two we canõt identify are 
on the left: one facing away from the 
camera and one side on.  

If you know who they are let us know. 
And if you have memories of the hall, 
weõd love to hear from you. Needless to 
say, the hall has been updated a bit 
since the picture was taken and is still 
available for community events 200 
years on. 

Mike Evershed 
(mikeatnutmeg@gmail.com) 
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January Update 
 
Happy New Year! The festive period is 
behind us and while our thoughts are 
already looking well ahead into 2026 
itõs also an opportunity to look back and 
reflect on the hard work and 
dedication given by our volunteers, 
participants and supporters - we 
couldnõt do it without you! Here are 
just a few of the memories created 
during the year. 
 
January - Our sound and lighting team 
started the year supporting Hawes 
Amateur Operatic Society with their 
production of Babes in the Wood. 
Always a great community production 
directed by Amy Cockett. Robinson 
Crusoe is their 2026 production which 
takes place from Wednesday 28th to 
Saturday 31st which includes a matinee 
and evening performance. 
 
March - The Colin Bailey Band gave 
their time to help raise funds for 
BlueBoxt and The Friends of Marrick 
Priory with a concert featuring popular 
hits from across the decades in Reeth 
Memorial Hall. Colin will be back in 
March 2026 (date TBC) with Reeth 
resident Gail Barlow presenting a 
programme entitled òMediterranean 
Medleyõ. 
 
May - VE80 Anniversary 
Commemorative Concert. Generations 
came together from across 

Wensleydale and Swaledale in a 
concert of thanks, hope, peace and 
light, marking 80 years since Victory in 
Europe. Participants represented 
BlueBoxtõs Play, Record, Perform 
project and Light My Choir!, St. 
Matthewõs Church, Leyburn Band, The 
Yoredale Strummers, The Leyburn 
Branch of the Royal British Legion, 
The Wensleydale School Combined 
Cadet Force, The 1st Wensleydale 
Scout Group and children from 
Leyburn, Middleham and Spennithorne, 
Bainbridge, Askrigg and West Burton 
Primary Schools. A truly moving and 
memorable occasion reflecting, 
remembering and celebrating the 
bravery and sacrifice of loved ones 
past and present who are dedicated to 
resolving conflict around the world. 

Top: Light My Choir! 
Bottom: Wensleydale Scout Group 
teaching the audience campfire songs. 
Images É Colin Fieldgate, Wensleydale 
Camera Club  
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 June - Wensleydale Community Arts 
Festival featured another varied mix 
of spoken word, poetry, art, 
photography and music. There were 
many highlights including live theatre 
in  Askrigg and a fund-raising Fashion 
Show which raised over Ã800 at West 
Burton. Another stand out event was 
the Dales Variety Show featuring 
performers for Dales Dance and 
BlueBoxt. The Methodist Hall was 
bursting with proud family and friends 
celebrating the achievements of the 
young performers taking part in ballet, 
tap and contemporary dance, musical 
theatre, classical, jazz and popular 
music activities across the two dales.  
 
We also launched our Feasibility Study 
ð A creative vision for Wensleydale and 
Swaledale. This provides an evidence 
base that will support investment 
opportunities in the Dales. We were 
invited to apply for stage two 
development support but sadly the 
eligibility criteria made it impossible to 
progress as a small voluntary run 
community organisation. However, small 
actions will still have big results and 
impact on the lives of those who aspire 
to a career in the creative industries. 
The Arts Festival returns for its 
fourth year in June 2026 which 
includes Twice Nightly - A celebration 
of the glory days of variety starring 
the hilarious Dominic Goodwin as 
Freddie Francis. Friday 5th (Askrigg), 
Saturday 6th (Leyburn) and Sunday 7th 

June (Reeth). Dom is no stranger to 
Swaledale - as well as his own 
productions, he has toured with North 
Country Theatre and appeared as the 
loveable panto Dame at The Georgian 
Theatre. If you have managed to catch 

Cinderella, youõll know he rejoined the 
cast for an onscreen guest appearance! 
If not, thereõs still time to catch the 
final week of performances before the 
last show on Saturday 10th January. 
Back by popular demand is Colours 
Fashion Show with entertainment by 
Bee Darceey and local Makers Stalls on 
Wednesday 17th June (West Burton). 
This will be a hot ticket ð on sale now so 
book yours early (only Ã8). 

 
August - we supported Reeth Arts 
Festival which saw record numbers of 
artists, performers and visitors gather. 
A triumph for the Imogen and her team 
of volunteers.   

Contõd 

Top: Play, Record, Perform at the Dale 
Variety Show.   
Bottom: Classical guitar from the 
Ukraine. 
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 FEAST Activity Days - We are proud 
to be part of the holiday activities 
programme which offers children and 
young people opportunities to come 
together for crafts, sport, music and 
healthy eating activities in a fun, 
friendly and safe environment during 
the school holidays. North Yorkshire 
Together coordinate over 50 providers 
to provide enriching activities across 
the region as part of the DFES funded 
Government initiative. 
 
October - over 700 people enjoyed the 
fifth Leyburn Jazz Festival. Record 
breaking audiences attended all styles 
of Jazz across the four days. Young 
people enjoyed a master class with Paul 
Edis developing their improvisation and 
ensemble skills. Whether you are a Jazz 
enthusiast or ôJazz isnõt your thingõ, we 
know the 2026 Festival which takes 
place Thursday 15th to Sunday 18th 
October 2026 promises something for 
everyone to enjoy. 
 
November - is always a busy period 
preparing for festive concerts ð more in 
our next report. The Wensleydale 
Young Musician of the Year is 
delivered in partnership with 
Wensleydale Rotary. It was another 
fantastic competition ð Congratulations 
to everyone who took part. Alex 
Douthwaite (11 years old) will go 
forward and represent Richmondshire in 
the next round of Rotaryõs national 
Young Musician competition in February. 
 
Get Musical - We finished the year 
with another round of Get Musical 
workshops for 6-11 year olds thanks to 
funding from AMP, Youth Music and 
Arts Council England. A lot of fun was 

had playing bucket drums, Boom 
Whackers, singing and sharing personal 
achievements on the drum kit, piano and 
guitarñsee pictures below.  

And finally!  
The hidden hours and unseen ôbehind 
the scenesõ time spent mentoring, 
coaching and being a listening ear for 
anyone who is in need of support. From 
business development and goal setting 
to hardship and crisis, to preparation 
for exams or taking on new challenges, 
our volunteers and practitioners are 
here to help.  
 
If you can help support our work as a 
volunteer or by making a donation we 
would love to hear from you.  
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 T.A.R.Longstaff 

 
Mobile Hydraulic hose 
repairs in Reeth and 
surrounding areas, 
anywhere anytime.  

 
Also mobile on site 

welding.  
      

Tel Percy on 
07889725349. 

BlueBoxt 2026 DIARY DATES (so 
far!) 
 

¶ Spring Lunch with vocalists Gail 
Barlow and Colin Bailey - Saturday 2nd 
May (Thoralby). 

¶ Wensleydale Community Arts Festival 
ð Various events throughout June. 

¶ Twice Nightly - A celebration of the 
glory days of Variety. With Dominic 
Goodwin as Freddie Francis. Friday 
5th June (Askrigg), Saturday 6th 
(Leyburn) and Sunday 7th (Reeth).  

¶ Colours Fashion Show with 
entertainment by Bee Darceey and 
local Makers Stalls - Wednesday 17th 
June (West Burton).  

¶ Quiz Night with Simon Eastwood - 
Friday 9th October (West Burton). 

¶ Leyburn Jazz Festival - Thursday 
15th to Sunday 18th October. 

¶ Young Musician Of The Year 
Competition - Sunday 22nd November 
(Leyburn). 

 
To find out more or book places for 
our events and activities visit 
www.blueboxt.org or contact Colin 
Bailey on: 01969 745810/ 07711 
211169 or email: info@blueboxt.org 



REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

18 

 

{ΦWΦw tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ 

tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

/ ϧ Dκ!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ / ϧ D vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ 

wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ²ƛǘƘ ±ŜǊȅ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ wŀǘŜǎ 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ wŜŜǘƘ  

01748-884036 
Or 07977-297563 

                                            

Spotlight on your 

business? 

 
Remember, the Reeth Gazette is happy 
to print (no fee) a longer piece 
spotlighting the work and 
developments of our long-term 
advertisers.  Contact the Treasurer 
for more details. 

eŞĬĀłņǜTŒĥĔĀǜèĬüǜXĔũǜđèŝĀǜ
ƍĀĔłǜđĀèłōņǜĔĬǜƍĀǜ2èĥĀņ 

Ȃ2ĀĥĔČđōċŒĥǜ
,ĳōōèČĀǠǜĿĀłċĀöōǜ
õèŽĀǜċĳłǜ

ĀţĿĥĳłĔĬČǜƍĀǜ
2èĥĀņȃ 

-ƚƘƚƝǜAŒĀŽō- 

eĬĀǜõĀüłĳĳī 
XèĬČƍŞèĔōĀ 

tĔƄīĳĬüǜ2Xƙƙǜƞt6 

,ĳĬōèöōǜŒņǜċĳłǜīĳłĀǜüĀōèĔĥņǡ 
6īèĔĥǡǜĔŝŤöĳōōèČĀĿèłōĬĀłŽđĔĿȎČīèĔĥǟöĳī 
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Property Maintenance 
& General Building 

 
Building work & property maintenance 

undertaken 
Plumbing, tiling, plastering 
Kitchen & bathroom fitting 

Joinery works 
Small jobs welcome 

Free No Obligation estimates 
Also detail plans prepared for planning 

applications 

 
Contact Gary 

Tel. 01748 886691 / Mob. 07896 
147207 
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 Coast to Coast Upgrade 

Completed 
Yorkshire Dales National Park rangers 
have upgraded a section of the òCoast to 
Coastó path to National Trail quality 
standard. 
  
A three-kilometre-long stone-flagged 
surface has been laid over a notoriously 
treacherous peat bog in Birkdale, part of 
the Kirkby Stephen to Keld section of 
the trail.  The final flagstone was laid in 
October.   
  
Local MP Rishi Sunak campaigned 
successfully for the Coast to Coast path 
to become a National Trail.  He met 
rangers recently and has congratulated 
the team for doing a òfantastic jobó. 
  
Completion of the work paves the way for 
Natural England to formally open the 
Coast to Coast National Trail in spring 
next year.   
Area Ranger for Swaledale Michael 
Briggs has been part of the team on the 
ground, engaging with walkers on the trail 
while marshalling two teams each 
comprised of three staff including a 
digger driver. 
  

After a two-month stint on White Mossy 
Hill, he said: òFor me one of the best 
parts of the job has been chatting to 
people walking by.   They all love the path 
weõve made.   Thereõs been so many 
international walkers and some were 
dreading this section because theyõd been 
told how boggy it can be.  People could not 
have been more appreciative.ó 
  
A coast to coast route from the Irish Sea 
at St Beeõs in Cumberland to the North 
Sea at Robin Hoodõs Bay was originally 
described by Alfred Wainwright in 
1973.   Over time three pathways 
emerged to navigate the peatland at 
White Mossy Hill in Birkdale.  The newly 
surfaced route uses the most popular of 
the three ways and has become a public 
right of way in agreement with the local 
estate.  
  
Rangers began work in August last 
year with a planned pause for the delivery 
of more materials and ground nesting bird 
season.    Work resumed in August this 
year for ten weeks.  
  
Member Champion for Recreation 
Management at the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority, Lizzie Bushby, 
said:  òThe funding we have received from 
Natural England to enhance the Coast to 
Coast route in Birkdale has proved to be a 
win-win.  We have been able to protect 
important peatland habitat from damage, 
while creating a sustainable route for 
walkers and making it more enjoyable.   
  
òThe new stone-flagged path is wide 
enough for people using mobility aids.  Itõs 
not a route for everyone, but it will give 
more people a better chance of getting up 
to the peaks above Birkdale, one of the 

Aerial view of the completed Coast to 
Coast path in Birkdale 

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/major-work-on-coast-to-coast-trail/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/major-work-on-coast-to-coast-trail/
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Hudson House 
Centre 
Reeth 

Owned by the Community of  

the Two Dales 
 

Community 

¶  Gallery 

¶  Learning 

¶  Library 

¶  Orchard 

¶  Transport 

National Park Centre 

North Yorkshire CC 

Police 

Richmondshire DC 

Swaledale Festival 
 

Business Forum 

Hot drinks vending machine 

Internet & WiFi 

Local notices & information 

Meeting Rooms 

Tourist Information & Shop 
 

Open all year 

7 days a week 

See website for times 
 

Silver Street Craft Unitôs  

managed by Hudson House.   

For all enquiries contact  

Jill May. 
 

01748 884485 

www.hudsonhouse.info 

most remote places in the National Park. 
On a fine day you can see all the way down 
Swaledale from the new path.   
  
òWe hope that National Trail status will 
make the Coast to Coast route even more 
popular, giving a boost to local 
businesses.  There can be few better ways 
of experiencing the special qualities of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park than walking 
the trail between Kirkby Stephen in 
Westmorland and Richmond in North 
Yorkshire.ó  
  
In addition to the stone-flagged path at 
Birkdale, signage of the route is being 
installed throughout the Yorkshire Dales 
section of the trail, with more than 40 new 
fingerposts pointing the way and five new 
bridges so far.  

http://www.hudsonhouse.info
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Lady Interior Decorator  
Painting & Decorating, Competitive rates  

Established 30 Years: Based in Richmond 

Free estimates, Friendly advice, Est 29 years 

Call Yvonne on: 07838378836             

Email: yvonnesdecor@hotmail.co.uk  


