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Property Maintenance 
& General Building 

 
Building work & property maintenance 

undertaken 
Plumbing, tiling, plastering 
Kitchen & bathroom fitting 

Joinery works 
Small jobs welcome 

Free No Obligation estimates 
Also detail plans prepared for planning 

applications 

 
Contact Gary 

Tel. 01748 886691 / Mob. 07896 
147207 

Reeth Market Christmas 

Dates 

 
Jack with the Fruit and Veg will be 
standing at Reeth market on the following 
dates and will take any orders 
beforehand  
Friday 19th December normal 
Tues 23rd December 
Tues 30th December 
Saturday 3rd January 
  
Richard (Meat) 
Fri 19th December normal 
Tues 23rd December orders only 
Tues 30th December 
Sat 3rd January orders only 
  
Simon (cheese) 
Fri 19th Dec at market then holiday until 
mid January 
  
Mark (Plants) 
Fri 19th Dec at market, weather 
permitting back Fri 9th.  Jan. 
  
There may be other stallholders but it will 
be weather dependant.  
 
All the best for Christmas and the New 
Year 

Colin and Christine 
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 Gazette Management 

Committee 
Chairman:  Susan Miller  
Longstone, Low Row, Richmond 
DL11 6NA 
Tel: 01748 886 358 
E-mail: chairman@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Secretary:  Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond,  
DL11 6PE 
Tel: 01748 886 292 
E-mail: secretary@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Editor:  Jackie Pope 
2 Pinfold, Peter Lane, Burton Leonard, 
Harrogate, HG3 3RZ 
Tel: 07885 498676 
E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Treasurer:  Andrew Bedford 
Glory Be, Blades, Richmond, DL11 6PS 
Tel: 01748 886 974 
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Subscriptions:  Elsie Whitehead  
5 Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond,  
DL11 6SD 
Tel: 01748 884 132 
E-mail: subscription@reethGazette.co.uk 
  
  

Distribution: 
Please contact Elsie Whitehead or  
Sue Alderson 

Published by  
The Reeth & District Gazette Ltd. 
Company Number: 06541854  
c/o The Company Secretary 

Andrew Bedford, Glory Be, Blades 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL11 6PS 

Tel: 01748 886 974  
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

No material may be reproduced in 
whole or in part without permission. 
Whilst every care is taken for 
accuracy, the publishers cannot be 
held legally responsible for any errors 
or opinions in articles, listings or 
advertisements. 
  

ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

Gazette Deadlines 

 The deadlines for the next two 
months are: 

January issue: November 24th 
February issue: January 12th 

 
Please Note: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date this is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette: Some issues are a little larger and so heavier.  

It will require a Large Letter size and will likely cost Ã2.00 2nd class, or Ã3.60 
1st class but different sized issues may vary.  Check with the PO. 

Donations  
Can be made through our collecting 
tins in: CB Inn, Copper Kettle, Dales 
Bike Centre, Hudson House, Muker Tea 
Shop and Store, Punch Bowl Inn, Red 
Lion, Reeth Gift Shop, Reeth Post 
Office, Swaledale Woollens, and The 
Old School in Muker or by bank 
transfer to 77-91-29 40807260. using 
the reference òSupporteró. Thank you. 
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Bespoke 
Tutors 

Maths, Science, 
English Private 
Tutors 

Brown Hill Top 
Low Row 
Richmond 

Tel. 01748 886201 
Email:bespoketutors@gmail.com 
www.bespoketutors.org.uk 

General Building & Maintenance 

Property renovations / Roofing 

Kitchen fitting / Joinery 

Bathroom suites / Tiling  

Painting & Decorating 

Patios / Landscaping / Ground  

maintenance 

Free estimates / Insurance quotes 

No Job too small 

D Reynoldson 
11, Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond  

North Yorkshire, DL11 6SD 

01748884309 / 07792458801 

Email: david.reeth1@outlook.com 

Dales Reyno-Vations 

Fremington Village Hall 
  

Redecorated and now with its own 
piano, the Village Hall (known locally as 
the Sunday School) is available to hire 
for all kinds of events, from regular 
classes, talks and community activi-
ties, to one-off functions like chil-
drenõs parties, lunches and dinners and 
special occasions such as wedding re-
ceptions and anniversary parties. The 
Hall has a small kitchen with electric 
cooker and microwave; toilet facilities 
including disabled toilet; and a small 
rear garden. 
The Hall is a registered charity run by 
a small and dedicated volunteer com-
mittee. You can book the Hall by phon-
ing or texting the bookings  
secretary Carol Witham on  
07783 924827 or by email 
at  c.whitham149@btinternet.com  

mailto:c.whitham149@btinternet.com.
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Consulting Structural & Civil  

Engineers 
Structural Surveys 

All design work undertaken  
whether domestic or commercial,  

large or small 
Telephone:  01748 886717 
Email:  office@vdg.co.uk 
Website :  vdg.co.uk 

 

Central Dales Pharmacy 

HawesñWinter Opening 

Hours 

  
Due to increasing financial pressures on 
the Community Pharmacy sector, and lower 
footfall through the winter months, a 
decision has been made to reduce our 
opening hours during this time. 
As such, we will be CLOSING on 
Saturdays from Saturday 27th December, 
through until the beginning of April. 
We very much regret having to make this 
decision, and apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause, however 
remaining open during these quieter 
months is not financially viable. 
CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 
We will be closed from 5:30pm on 
Christmas Eve and reopen on Monday 
29th December at 9am. 
We will also be closed on Thursday 
1st January. 

Margaret Whitehead ð Reeth  
would like to wish all her family & 
friends a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
& Healthy New Year.  
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 Planes, 

Automobilesé 

but no Trains #1 

By John Hunter 
 
A quirky look, over a couple of articles. 
at two star-studded British comedies 
from the 1960s, both written and 
directed by ôBondõ alumni Ken Annakin, 
both featuring a race between vintage 
machines, both with the same 
composer, and both having many of the 
same stars and characters. First to 
the starting line in 1965 
was ôThose Magnificent 
Men in their Flying 
Machinesõ which told 
the (partly true) story 
of an air race in 1910 
between various 
European machines (pre
-dating the Schneider 
trophy race by quite a 
few years!). Amongst a 
host of British comedy 
stars; Terry Thomas, 
Eric Sykes, Benny Hill, 
Tony Hancock ð and 
more heavy-weight 
thesps; James Fox, Robert Morley and 
Flora Robson ð was token American 
star Stuart Whitman (looking very 
much like Troy Tempest from the 
contemporaneous TV show ôStingrayõ), 
and various Euro-stars flying their own 
countries planes such as the German 
Gert Frobe (ôGoldfingerõ) and French 
Jean-Pierre Cassall. 
Actual full sized working aircraft were 
built representing the various designs 
of the day (only ômodernõ engines 
ensured increased safety), some still 
flying from ôShuttleworthõ museum for 

many years later ð and only some 
shoddy matte work at times mars the 
impressive aerial scenes. Accompanying 
the splendour and mayhem is the music 
of the great Ron Goodwin (I met him 
once when he was conducting the BBC 
Concert Orchestra ð he was a childhood 
hero of mine as a very young musician!) 
ð his opening song is still performed 
today by bands and choirs, and the 
spoof ônationalismõ of his charactersõ 
ôlietmotifsõ is an object lesson in film 
writing.  Goodwinõs big hits ôThe Battle 
of Britainõ and ôWhere Eagles Dareõ 

were yet to come (although 
he had already made a name 
with his ôMiss Marpleõ 
theme). 
Stuart Whitman was not 
popular on set apparently, 
and the shoot was beset by 
some bad weather, but it 
became a very popular film 
for all ages and certainly 
brought to the publicõs 
attention an almost 
forgotten era of aviation 
pioneering. You will notice 
we mentioned TWO similar 
films at the outset ð the 

other features vintage automobiles and 
set two decades later, but with mostly 
the same cast and story ð and as youõll 
see here, the same cartoonistsõ work 
adorning both the poster and opening 
credits ð weõll take a closer look next 
time. This articleõs movie poser is 
therefore twofold ð who is this famous 
British cartoonist whose most famous 
ôcreationõ were the awful ôSt Triniansõ 
girls ð and also, what is the name of the 
filmõs ôsequelõ?  CLUE ð its American 
release title is very similar to this one, 
but strangely its British one was not! 
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 LOW LANE  
CHRISTMAS TREES 

 

Low Lane Middleham Road, 
Leyburn.  

 

Locally grown Christmas trees, ornamental wreaths and 
tree stands. Plantation open from 10.00 - 4.00 weekdays, 
09.00 - 5.00 weekends, from  Saturday 22nd November  

to Christmas Eve. 
 

We have an extensive selection of Norway Spruce and 
Nordmann Fir pre-cut trees in a new enhanced viewing area 
together with a limited number of trees available to be 

chosen and cut from within the plantation.   
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 Leyburn Arts and 

Community Centre 
 
Leyburn Arts & Community Centre is 
slowing down ready for Christmas and the 
New Year break. Some groups and 
activities finish early but the ones who 
celebrate with Christmas festivities or 
nibbles, a Party or Lunch do not. These 
include our Tuesday Club and Lunch Club 
whose members look forward to 
something special!  
We shall be closing from Monday 20th 
Dec and re-open, refreshed and eager for 
2026 to begin on Friday 2nd January! 
Before then we have a lots going on - the 
Community Shed members have been 
making items for the Christmas craft 
fairs; an Xmas Wreath workshop is 
planned; Exhibition on Screen is screening 
Caravaggio on Thursday 4th Dec; we are 
hosting the regular Friday Coffee Morning 
at the Methodist Hall on the 5th Dec; the 
French Film Festival continues with Love 
Affair(s) on Tuesday 2nd Dec and comes 

to a close on Friday 12th  Dec; we have an 
evening's entertainment with Paul Sowden 
on Saturday 6th; Westlife come to 
Leyburn on Thursday 11th Dec with a 
Cinema Live screening of the their 25th 
anniversary concert from the Royal Albert 
Hall; the Celebrating 100 years of 
Community Cinema finishes with the 
wonderful classic ôSingin' in the Rainõ on 
Friday 5th Dec with a special Ã3 ticket, 
free refreshments & a free raffle! Not 
forgetting as it  wouldn't be Christmas 
without him, the wonderful Andre Rieu's 
Piece of Magic, his 2025 Merry Christmas 
concert is on Sunday 7th.  Into January 
amongst other events we get all serious 
again with National Theatre Live: Hamlet. 
Thank you to all who have supported us 
during the year and we look forward to 
seeing you again in 2026. If you haven't 
yet been to the Centre or Community 
Shed, then give us a try, we are a friendly 
volunteer led charity supporting our local 
communities. 
Best wishes from us all., 

Jeannie Bishop 
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 St Andrewõs, Grinton  
 
We would like to sincerely thank all 
those who have helped at fundraising 
events at St Andrewõs over the last 
year.  To the Brown family for 
providing event parking, to those 
providing refreshments and cakes at 
services and concerts; to those helping 
with the various events held over the 
year including the Lambing service, the 
Heritage Day including the bell tower 
team, the musicians supporting the 
Pimms and Hymns service and all those 
supporting the conservation work in 
the churchyard over the past year.  
Thanks also go out to Sustainable 
Swaledale who have helped provide a 
planting plan for the new trees and 
shrubs following the removal of the 
elderly Cyprus trees along the path.  
The new planting took place on the 
25th November alongside a 
conservation meeting. 
 

Do ôCome and Sing Carolsõ on 
Sunday 7th December at 4pm at St 
Andrewõs Grinton.  With the parish 
community music group playing, the 
wearing of festive jumpers, and much 
jollity, this annual service has taken on 
a life of its own with visitors coming to 
the Dale just to attend this popular 
event!  Mulled wine and mince pies will 
be served following the service in the 
hope that, suitably sung out and 
refreshed, your donations to Christian 
Aidõs Christmas Appeal will be dropped 
into the collection plate at the back of 
church as you leave. 
 
We meet at St Andrewõs at 10am on 
the morning of Saturday 13th 
December to prepare the church for 
Christmas.  Do come and help put up 

the Christmas tree and crib scene and 
cut greenery from the churchyard to 
decorate church windows and/or to take 
back home for your own decorations.  
All are welcome ð accompanied children 
most especially. 
 
There is a Midnight Service on 
Wednesday 24th December starting at 
11.30pm.   
 
The final service for this year is on 
Sunday 28th December and is a whole 
parish service being held at Fremington 
Hall at 10.30 am. 
 
St Andrewõs winter church services will 
be held at Fremington Hall between 
January and March on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at 9.30am followed by coffee 
at approx. 10.30am.  Do come and join us 
at these services or for coffee or for 
both service and coffee ð all are very 
welcome to come and share this time 
with us.   
 
We look forward to your future support 
at all our events.  Please see the parish 
website or church noticeboards for 
further details of any events.  
www.swaledalearkengarthdaleparish.org.uk 

Susan Allison 
Church Warden, along with Paul Roger  

St Andrew, Grinton 

http://www.swaledalearkengarthdaleparish.org.uk
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 International Caving 

Exhibition in Hawes 
 
Where in the world is most like the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park? The best 
answer is possibly Phong Nha-Ke Bang 
National Park in Vietnam, as illustrated in 
the latest special exhibition at the Dales 
Countryside Museum in Hawes. 
òUnderground worlds ð caves of the 
Yorkshire Dales and Vietnamó showcases 
how both national parks have large tracts 
of limestone underfoot and boast some of 
the worldõs largest and longest cave 
systems. The exhibition was officially 
opened in October and will run until 4 
January. 
Featuring top class photography and video 
footage of cavers and caving systems in 
the Yorkshire Dales and Phong Nha-Ke 
Bang National Parks, the exhibition 
celebrates 35 years of exploration and 
exchange between British and Vietnamese 
cavers. 
Chair of the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park Authority, Derek Twine, opened the 
exhibition, remembering òbeing a kid 
coming up from the southeast of Englandó 
in the 1970s to stay at Whernside Manor 
to try caving. 
He said: òWe are very proud of this 
exhibition. Caves are one of the 
undersold, or hidden, special qualities of 
the Yorkshire Dales National Park.  
òWe might be 6000 miles apart, but we 
have been learning from each 
other.  Phong Nha-Ke Bang is probably the 
best-preserved limestone cave system in 
the world. In the Yorkshire Dales, weõve 
got the longest cave system in Britain.  
òAn international caving community began 
in 1990 when Howard and Deb Limbert 
were given permission by the Vietnamese 
government to lead parties of cavers in 
explorations. That led to the discovery of 

the expanse 
of the 
caves.  
òFull 
compliments 
to those 
who put this 

exhibition together. We are grateful to 
the film makers and photographers who 
have kindly presented their work for free 
at this exhibition.ó 
The partnership between the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park Authority and Phong 
Nha-Ke Bang National Park has developed 
from a cooperation agreement established 
in January 2024. 
Mr. Dinh Huy Tri, Deputy Director of the 
Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park 
Management Board said: òThe exhibition is 
very impressive, very special, and not just 
for the caving, but how it presents the 
history, conservation values and the 
indigenous people of Phong Nha-Ke Bang 
National Park. We are hoping to build our 
first interpretation centre in the National 
Park, and the partnership with the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 
means we can learn 
much that will help 
us to progress our 
plans and ultimately 
secure funding.ó 
Ms. Nguyen Ha 
Dung, the Deputy 
General Director of 
Oxalis Adventure, 
which offers caving 
tours in Phong Nha, 

Above, Visitors were able to experience a 
VR tour of Hang Son Doong Cave  - below 
Son Doong Cave, looking from the òRat Runó 
to òWatch out for the dinosaursó, the first 
doline. Courtesy of Ryan Deboodt  
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said: òThis is the first time Iõve been in 
England.  Iõm very happy to be here 
today.  Itõs a moving experience.  I would 
like to use this opportunity to thank all 
the British cave explorers who came to 
Vietnam, especially Howard and Deb 
Limbert.  Weõve been able to develop 
sustainable tourism, and we would like to 
thank the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
and Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park for 
their support.ó 
 
The Yorkshire Dales National Park has 
three show caves where people can get 
underground without crawling or 
expertise:  Ingleborough Cave near 
Clapham, Stump Cross Caverns near 
Greenhow and White Scar Cave near 
Ingleton.  For the more adventurous, 
there are caving clubs including Bradford 
Pothole Club and Craven Pothole Club. 
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wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ²ƛǘƘ ±ŜǊȅ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ wŀǘŜǎ 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ wŜŜǘƘ  

01748-884036 
Or 07977-297563 
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 The May Sinclair Essay 

Prize 
Who Was May Sinclair? 

In the early 1910s the author May 
Sinclair (1863-1948) chose to stay in 
Reeth for a few months each year, to 
escape from her duties in the south, 
and write. May was a very influential, 
popular and prolific writer, a friend of 
T.S. Eliot, a cycling companion of H.G. 
Wells, and did much to support up and 
coming authors. She is mentioned in an 
early guidebook to Swaledale, though 
you, like me, had probably not heard of 
her. After the lead mines closed in the 
early 1900s, writers began to ôdiscoverõ 
the area, and May was one of the first 
to do so. 
She was a passionate walker and loved 
the hills. While she was here she wrote 
two books, one semi-autobiographical, 
called Mary Olivier (1919), which is 
part set in what is now Hudson House, 
and the other The Three Sisters 
(1914), about three sisters who live up 
in Langthwaite who all fall in love with 
the local doctor, Rowcliffe, based on 
Dr Speirs, who was our local GP. In 
both books the landscape forms an 
important character in its own right, 
and there are detailed descriptions of 
Reeth, Swaledale and Arkengarthdale 
and its people. If you read her novels 
(re-published by Virago in the 1970s) 
you will recognise her descriptions of 
Morfe (Reeth), Greffington Edge 
(Fremington Edge) and many other local 
places. 
May was very attached to Reeth, and 
when she found it too difficult to make 
the journey up here, she left money to 
set up an essay prize at Reeth School. 
It is administered by the same Quaker 
Trust today. The final year children 

are all encouraged to enter the 
competition. The judges felt that it 
would be a good idea to share with you 
this yearõs two winning essays, both of 
which we felt May would have very much 
approved of, and which we very much 
enjoyed. One is published here in the 
December issue and the other will be 
published in the January issue. (Both 
essays were well illustrated with lovely 
photographs, but unfortunately the 
Gazette does not have the room to 
include all the pictures. Ed.) 
We thank the authors, their families 
and Reeth and Gunnerside School for 
giving us permission to print them. We 
hope you enjoy them.  We were very 
impressed by all the essays, which were 
varied, personal and perceptive, and a 
great credit to the children, and their 
school.  
Helen Bainbridge and Barbara Windle 
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December Update 
 

It canõt that time again? The festive 
period is upon us and our thoughts are 
already looking well ahead into 2026. 
To all our volunteers, participants, 
audiences and supporters thank you, we 
couldnõt do it without you! We hope you 
join us again before the year is 
through - registration is open for all 
upcoming events and activities so 
please book early and support us to 
keep community arts happening in the 
Dales. 
 
EVENTS 
Christmas Together Concert - Join 
Light My Choir!, Musical Director Colin 
Bailey, and special guests The Stanley 
Duo, Gail Barlow and Bee Darceey, for 
an afternoon of classic Christmas 
songs and festive cheer with a glass of 
mulled wine and a mince pie. The 
concert takes place at St. Matthewõs 
Church, Leyburn on Saturday 6th 
December at 2.00pm (doors open 
1.30pm). Tickets: Pay as you feel 
(suggested donation Ã10.00). The 
concert follows the Churchõs Christmas 
Coffee morning with local craft stalls. 
All Welcome.  
 
A Christmas Cracker - The Garden 
Rooms at Tennants, Leyburn. 
BlueBoxt are thrilled to be joining the 
Service Childrenõs Community Choir and 
friends for a heart-warming evening of 
festive music and community spirit. 

The concert takes place on Wednesday 
17th December, 7.30pm. Tickets are 
available from 
www.tennantsgardenrooms.com or from 
the reception and cost Ã10.00 - Adults 
| Ã5.00 ð Children. 
 
FEAST Christmas Party: Start the 
holidays with some festive fun for ages 
4 to 12 on Monday 22nd December 
from 11.00am - 3.00pm at Leyburn 
Methodist Church Hall. Enjoy an action 
packed few hours as a family or, let 
them have all the fun while you sneak in 
some last-minute preparations for the 
big day! There will be festive activities 
including Christmas cards and 
decorations to make and take home. A 
family friendly disco with traditional 
party games, challenges, and plenty of 
singing and dancing. All fuelled by 
healthy snacks, biscuit icing, and 
chance to prepare the party tea. The 
session will finish with a visit from 
Mother Christmas for a special festive 
story time and a gift to take home. 
Places cost Ã20 inc. gift and party tea. 
FEAST voucher places are available 
from Schools or North Yorkshire 
Together - contact us to find out more.  
 
2026 DIARY DATES (so far!) 
Spring Lunch with vocalists Gail Barlow 
and Colin Bailey - Saturday 2nd May 
(Thoralby). 
Wensleydale Community Arts Festival ð 
Various events throughout June. 
Twice Nightly - A celebration of the 
glory days of Variety. With Dominic 
Goodwin as Freddie Francis. Friday 5th 

June (Askrigg), Saturday 6th (Leyburn) 
and Sunday 7th (Reeth).  
Colours Fashion Show with 
entertainment by Bee Darceey and local 
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WƻƘƴ [ƻǊŘ  

ƧƻƘƴƎǊŀƘŀƳƭƻǊŘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

07980 130017 

Makers Stalls - Wednesday 17th June 
(West Burton).  
Quiz Night with Simon Eastwood - 
Friday 9th October (West Burton). 
Leyburn Jazz Festival - Thursday 15th 
to Sunday 18th October. 
 
Grand Prize Draw ð The winning 
numbers and prize list can be found on 
our website. A huge thank you to 
everyone who donated prizes, sold, and 
bought tickets. You helped us raise 
over Ã1,400 - amazing! One of the 
team will be in touch with the winners. 
The winning numbers are: 61, 113, 320, 
459, 797, 891, 943, 959, 981, 1283, 
1333, 1369, 1397, 1401, 1403, 1570, 
1775.  
 
To find out more or book places for 
our events and activities visit 
www.blueboxt.org or contact Colin 
Bailey on: 01969 745810/ 07711 
211169 or email: info@blueboxt.org 



REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

18 

 

Sustainable Swaledale 
 
Survey reveals shortage of 
affordable housing in Upper Dales 
A survey by the Upper Dales 
Community Land Trust (UDCLT) and 
North Yorkshire Councilõs Rural 
Housing Enablers has concluded that 
17 new homes are needed to meet 
demand in upper Swaledale and 
Arkengarthdale. The study was 
conducted in a bid to formally assess 
the shortage of affordable, 
sustainable housing for people born, 
living or working in the Upper Dales 
area. The report highlights that the 
greatest need is for one and two-
bedroom homes, suitable for local 
individuals, couples, and small families 
who are struggling to afford either 
market rents or house prices.  
Source: Richmondshire Today https://
tinyurl.com/yhwnczst  
 
Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust 
launches Autumn & Winter 
photography competition  
The Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust 
(YDRT) has launched a photography 
competition for images showcasing the 
beautiful rivers, streams and wildlife 
found in the YDRT catchment area 
(Swale, Ure, Nidd, Wharfe and Ouse, 
and associated tributaries). Selected 
photographs will be displayed at the 
Rivers4Life summer exhibition taking 
place at the Dales Countryside Museum 
in Hawes from 6th June to 6th 
September 2026, and in a future 
Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust calendar. 

The autumn stage of the competition 
closes on 5th December; and the winter 
stage on 5th March 2026. 
Source: YDRT website 
https://tinyurl.com/zspe4esv  
 
Yorkshire Dales National Park unveils 
new eco-friendly Management Plan 
The National Park has launched its new 
Management Plan for 2025-30, with a 
strong focus on wildlife and climateñ
the main areas highlighted in responses 
to the first public consultation. Along 
with ambitions including the ôFinest 
Wildlifeõ and ôClimate Mitigation,õ other 
key objectives include supporting a 
distinctive cultural landscape; a 
flourishing local economy; strong, 
resilient communities; and outstanding 
opportunities for visitors. The 
Management Plan is a statutory 
requirement of every National Park 
Authority, reviewed every five years, 
and guides how it is managed, cared for 
and developed.  
Source: YDNPA website 
https://tinyurl.com/9z87e45z  
 

 
Reconnected floodplain nr Leyburn  
Ousewem Natural Flood Management 
partnership restores the flow at 
Hauxwell Estate 
For the first time in more than a 
century, a watercourse has been 

https://tinyurl.com/yhwnczst
https://tinyurl.com/yhwnczst
https://tinyurl.com/zspe4esv
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/about/national-park-management-plan/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNtcfJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHiA7IyBhl8nL1nY3hXUbtYOFH6LRoErVvcMpbZNJ6tHtJhn5_xzJnJ3SgScg_aem_RAQIzk4V05HtDlMOAhpu8A
https://tinyurl.com/9z87e45z
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reconnected to its floodplain, allowing it 
to meander naturally once again. The 
project at Hauxwell Estate near 
Leyburn, was done in partnership with 
Ousewem, a scheme aiming to show how 
restoring natural processes can make 
landscapes more resilient to flooding 
and climate change. Hauxwellõs new nine
-hectare wetland stores around 2,992 
cubic metres of waterñmore than an 
Olympic-sized swimming poolñwhile 
providing rich habitats for wading 
birds, insects and amphibians. Will 
Dalton, of Hauxwell Estate, said: òThe 
wetland will be transformational to the 
landscape and nature restoration in the 
heart of the estate and really enhances 
what weõre trying to achieve with 
regenerative farming and woodland 
creation.ó 
Source: Ousewem website 
https://tinyurl.com/mr38sx3w  
 
Bats seeking sanctuary in Englandõs 
churches 
New research, based on citizen science 
surveys by the Bat Conservation Trust, 
estimates that half of Englandõs 8,000-
plus churches have bats in them. And 
that figure rises to about 80% for 
older churches. "They're basically like a 
man-made forest," says a trust 
representative. òFull of little nooks and 
crannies where they can roost, big open 
flight spaces, dry spaces inside, away 
from the rain, where they can fly 
around. It is really just an absolutely 
perfect environment." While mostly 
seen as a positive, the trust recognises 
that bats can be very messy house 
guests: Advice and grants are on offer 
to churches wishing to explore bat-
friendly solutions.   
Source: BBC News 
https://tinyurl.com/3nwzfuv6  

Curious to learn more about these 
nocturnal creatures? Bat walks will 
resume at St. Andrewõs, Grinton in the 
spring. Details to follow in the new 
year.  
 
Spaces still available for Sustainable 
Swaledale winter volunteer activities 
There are still places available for our 
winter volunteer activities, December 
to March. From tree planting to hedge 
laying; from Maske to Muker; all 
helping hands are most welcome. Please 
email info@sustainableswaledale.org 
for more info and dates.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped 
to make our meetings and events 
possible this year. Wishing you all 
peace and joy for the festive season.  

Liz Sutclifffe 
 
Sustainable Swaledale Group  
Find out more and join iné 
Email: info@sustainableswaledale.org  
Phone: 01748 886 381 (Secretary) 
Facebook Group:  
Sustainable Swaledale 
Website: 
www.sustainableswaledale.org  
Sign up to our free newsletters, and 
choose to support us as a member for 
Ã10 (Ã5 concessions) per year. 

https://tinyurl.com/mr38sx3w
https://tinyurl.com/3nwzfuv6
mailto:info@sustainableswaledale.org
mailto:info@sustainableswaledale.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SustainableSwaledale
http://www.sustainableswaledale.org
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 Public Views Sought on 

Funding for Essential 

Council Services 

Residents and businesses have been 
urged to help to shape our financial 
plans and outline their priorities for a 
host of services amid growing concerns 
over the impact of the Governmentõs 
reforms on local government funding.  
We are responsible for a wide range of 
essential services from waste collection 
and recycling to providing social care, 
education and roads maintenance.  
However, we are facing intense 
financial pressures in a situation 
mirrored across the local government 
sector. The deeply rural parts of North 
Yorkshire mean that providing services 
to often remote communities increases 
costs significantly.  
These financial pressures are expected 
to intensify when the Government 
announces a package of reforms later 
this year in the way that local 
government is funded.  
Among the greatest pressures on our 
finances is the need to provide vital 
support for vulnerable people across 
the county.  
Currently 50 per cent of our overall 
annual budget of Ã1.3 billion is used to 
fund support for vulnerable people ð 
with the largest amount at 32 per cent 
going on adult social care and health.  
A countywide consultation was launched 
in November to glean the publicõs views 
and pinpoint the key priorities for the 
councilõs budget for the next financial 
year and the Council Plan up until 2030.  
Residents are being encouraged to take 
part in the Letõs Talk Money survey, 
which will help inform decisions on the 
councilõs budget for the 2026/27 
financial year. 

Council leader, Cllr Carl Les, said: òWe 
are lobbying the Government with 
support from our MPs to ensure that we 
get the fairest funding deal possible 
for North Yorkshire.  
òBut we are concerned that Ministers 
do not fully understand the financial 
issues of running services in such a 
large rural area. Unless the Government 
changes its approach, we are likely to 
be dealing with very significant 
reductions in the grant we receive.  
òWe are committed to ensuring we 
offer the very best value for our 
taxpayers, and it is vital that we are 
able to see exactly what people see as 
the main priorities.  
òAll councils are facing significant 
financial challenges, and there are 
unrelenting demands for services 
including those for children and young 
people with special educational needs 
and adult social care. 
òI would urge all our residents and 
businesses to give their views and have 
a say in such an important consultation 
for the county.ó 
We were handed one of the worst 
funding deals nationally for the current 
financial year which has led to an 
unexpected reduction in funding of 
almost Ã22 million.  
This is due to the loss of Ã14 million in 
funding after the Government scrapped 
the rural services delivery grant as well 
as an unfunded share of the costs of 
higher National Insurance 
contributions.  
It is predicted that there will be a 
total deficit of about Ã34 million by 
the end of 2027/28 due to a series of 
factors including inflation and demand 
on services, especially adult social care 
and special educational needs.  
The financial deficit is likely to 
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 increase due to proposed changes in 
the way the 
Government allocates funds to local 
councils. Although final figures are not 
expected to be available until later in 
December, it is estimated that we are 
set to lose between Ã15 million and 
Ã20 million under the new 
arrangements.  
Deputy leader, Cllr Gareth Dadd, whose 
responsibilities include finance, said: 
òWe have always prided ourselves on 
the fact that our finances have been 
well managed, which has been so 
important with the challenges we are 
facing for our budget.  
òThe Letõs Talk Money survey will give 
the public the chance to let us know 
what they see as the priorities for the 
next financial year. We will listen and 
take into account all the views and 
comments we receive, but we cannot 
rule out that there will be some tough 
decisions going forward.ó 
Despite the financial challenges, a 
series of major projects are being 
introduced across North Yorkshire. 
Vital upgrades to infrastructure are 
under way, including a project with a 
budget of Ã82.5 million to create a new 
stretch of the A59 at Kex Gill. There 
have been 15 landslips on the key route 
since 2000 which have caused 
significant disruption for the public and 
cost the council more than Ã6 million 
to repair. The new stretch of road is 
due to open next year.  
Plans for a major Ã40 million 
investment to promote healthy and 
active communities across North 
Yorkshire by transforming leisure and 
wellbeing hubs were approved by the 
councilõs executive in November. 
And children and young people with 
special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND) in North Yorkshire 
are being supported through a Ã3 
million investment. The council is 
increasing the number of specialist 
school places across the county through 
the funding.  
The Letõs Talk Money survey is asking 
people to say how important the 
councilõs key priorities of affordable 
homes, promoting health and wellbeing, 
providing education and social care 
support, reducing the impact of climate 
change, supporting the local economy 
and transport are to them. 
The public will also be asked if they are 
prepared to support an increase in 
council tax. Eight out of 10 people who 
responded to last yearõs survey said 
that they would support a rise to help 
deliver critical services.  
The results of the consultation will be 
included in a report on the proposed 
budget for the 2026/27 financial year 
which will be considered by the councilõs 
executive in January before a final 
decision will be made at a full council 
meeting on February 13 next year. 
A paper copy can be collected from 
local libraries or council offices and 
returned in the envelope provided. 
Residents can also 
email LetsTalk@northyorks.gov.uk or 
call 0300 131 2 131 and say ôLetõs Talk 
Moneyõ when prompted to request a 
survey. The survey is also available 
online. 
Surveys are also available by post by 
writing to Letõs Talk, North Yorkshire 
Council, County Hall, Northallerton, DL7 
8AD.  The Letõs Talk Money consultation 
closes at midnight on Sunday, 21 
December. 

mailto:LetsTalk@northyorks.gov.uk
tel:03001312131
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 Heart and Craft Wins 

National Lottery Funding 

to Keep Creativity ñ and 

Community ñ Thriving! 
 
Weõre thrilled to announce that Heart 
and Craft has received funding from 
the National Lottery Awards for All to 
help our friendly creative sessions 
continue to flourish! This wonderful 
support means we can keep offering a 
warm, welcoming space for anyone in 
the community to come together, get 
creative, and enjoy good company ñ 
completely free of charge. 
If you havenõt yet joined us, Heart and 
Craft is all about connection through 
creativity. We are a relaxed, social 
group where people of all ages come to 
chat, laugh, and make things together. 
Sometimes we paint or knit or 
embroider, other times we make 
collages, cards. Try something new 
each week! The focus isnõt on what you 
make ñ itõs on having fun, meeting 
people, and feeling part of a friendly, 
supportive community. 
The workshops are led sessions, with 
regular guest artists bringing fresh 
ideas and inspiration. Everyone is 
welcome ñ no experience or artistic 
talent is required ñ and all materials 
are provided. The kettle is always on, 
and thereõs always a plate of biscuits 
to share. Whether youõre looking to try 
something different, meet new friends, 
or simply enjoy a few hours in good 
company, youõll find a warm welcome 
waiting for you. 
Our New Year sessions start in mid-
January and take place fortnightly at 
the following times and locations: 
Tuesday mornings at Low Row Institute 

and Muker Public Hall 
Tuesday afternoons at Arkengarthdale 
Hub 
Thursday afternoons in Reeth 
Weõre also delighted to say that free 
transport can be arranged through 
Reeth and District Community 
Transport, so getting to and from 
sessions is easy, even if you donõt drive. 
Thanks to the National Lottery Awards 
for All, we can continue to grow this 
creative, connected community ñ 
where people come together and great 
things happen. 
So, if youõve been thinking about 
joining in, nowõs the perfect time! Come 
along, pick up a paintbrush (or a glue 
stick), and be part of the Heart and 
Craft community ñ where art and 
friendship go hand in hand. 
 

Gaynor Voice 
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Hudson House 
Centre 
Reeth 

Owned by the Community of  

the Two Dales 
 

Community 

¶  Gallery 

¶  Learning 

¶  Library 

¶  Orchard 

¶  Transport 

National Park Centre 

North Yorkshire CC 

Police 

Richmondshire DC 

Swaledale Festival 
 

Business Forum 

Hot drinks vending machine 

Internet & WiFi 

Local notices & information 

Meeting Rooms 

Tourist Information & Shop 
 

Open all year 

7 days a week 

See website for times 
 

Silver Street Craft Unitôs  

managed by Hudson House.   

For all enquiries contact  

Jill May. 
 

01748 884485 

www.hudsonhouse.info 

http://www.hudsonhouse.info

