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Cover photo: Berries by Annie Wallace 

PINKtober In The Dales 

2025 
 

Well, here we are again another 
PINKtober nearly upon us! Plans have 
nearly been finalised and everyone is 
hard at work making things to sell! Itõs 
another full programme with something 
for all the family, so I hope thereõs 
something for you to take part in. 
 
Weõve had two very successful Octobers 
with last yearõs events raising in excess 
of Ã20,000 and over the past couple of 
years over Ã40,000 has been raised for 
childhood cancers and Breast cancer on 
behalf of the Helen Ashton Appeal.  We 
couldnõt do it without you all. Our lovely 
communities in Swaledale and 
Arkengarthdale have certainly shown 
CRUK how much we care and how much 
we want to make a difference to future 
treatments and prevention. 
If you would like to get involved, make 
contact, make a donation or offer up a 
prize please contact me 
on pinktoberinthedales@gmail.com  
 
We are so much looking forward to 
supporting CRUK again to help them 
achieve their goals in helping prevent 
cancer happening to another family We 
will be walking, crafting, baking, singing 
and dancing among other things for the 
whole month!  We are kicking off 
festivities with the Three Peaks, two 
Dales and a River in our very own villages 
on the 27th of September. 
 
Without the community spirit of the 
Dales given to me in such a short space of 
time we couldnõt have achieved this so 
letõs harness that spirit again and really 
make a difference together .  

Roll on October! 
See the programme of events on page 33 
and watch out for any updates in next 
monthõs Gazette 

June Ashton  

Reeth Filling Station 

 
As many of you will have noticed the 
Filling Station has now been sold. Please 
note that the purchaser is a private 
investor and Hudson House Limited is no 
longer actively involved with this 
property.  
The Board of Hudson House wishes the 
new owner every success in his business. 

Nick Caldwell,  
Chair, Hudson House Limited 

mailto:pinktoberinthedales@gmail.com
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 Gazette Management 

Committee 
Chairman:  Susan Miller  
Longstone, Low Row, Richmond 
DL11 6NA 
Tel: 01748 886 358 
E-mail: chairman@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Secretary:  Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond,  
DL11 6PE 
Tel: 01748 886 292 
E-mail: secretary@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Editor:  Jackie Pope 
Guildy Hall, Muker, Richmond,  
DL11 6QG 
Tel: 07885 498676 
E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Treasurer:  Andrew Bedford 
Glory Be, Blades, Richmond, DL11 6PS 
Tel: 01748 886 974 
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Subscriptions:  Elsie Whitehead  
5 Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond,  
DL11 6SD 
Tel: 01748 884 132 
E-mail: subscription@reethGazette.co.uk 
  
  

Distribution: 
Please contact Elsie Whitehead or  
Sue Alderson 

Published by  
The Reeth & District Gazette Ltd. 
Company Number: 06541854  
c/o The Company Secretary 

Andrew Bedford, Glory Be, Blades 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL11 6PS 

Tel: 01748 886 974  
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

No material may be reproduced in 
whole or in part without permission. 
Whilst every care is taken for 
accuracy, the publishers cannot be 
held legally responsible for any errors 
or opinions in articles, listings or 
advertisements. 
  

ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

Gazette Deadlines 

 The deadlines for the next two 
months are: 

October issue: September 8th 
November issue: October 13th 

Please Note: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this cannot be 
guaranteed and is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette: Summer issues are often a little larger and so 

heavier.  It will require a Large Letter size and will likely cost Ã2.00 2nd class, 
or Ã3.60 1st class but different sized issues may vary.  Check with the PO. 

Donations  
Can be made through our collecting 
tins in: CB Inn, Copper Kettle, Dales 
Bike Centre, Hudson House, Muker Tea 
Shop and Store, Punch Bowl Inn, Red 
Lion, Reeth Gift Shop, Reeth Post 
Office, Swaledale Woollens, and The 
Old School in Muker or by bank 
transfer to 77-91-29 40807260. using 
the reference òSupporteró. Thank you. 
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Bespoke 
Tutors 

Maths, Science, 
English Private 
Tutors 

Brown Hill Top 
Low Row 
Richmond 

Tel. 01748 886201 
Email:bespoketutors@gmail.com 
www.bespoketutors.org.uk 

Fremington Village Hall 
  

Redecorated and now with its own 
piano, the Village Hall (known locally as 
the Sunday School) is available to hire 
for all kinds of events, from regular 
classes, talks and community activi-
ties, to one-off functions like chil-
drenõs parties, lunches and dinners and 
special occasions such as wedding re-
ceptions and anniversary parties. The 
Hall has a small kitchen with electric 
cooker and microwave; toilet facilities 
including disabled toilet; and a small 
rear garden. 
The Hall is a registered charity run by 
a small and dedicated volunteer com-
mittee. You can book the Hall by phon-
ing or texting the bookings  
secretary Carol Witham on  
07783 924827 or by email 
at  c.whitham149@btinternet.com  

mailto:c.whitham149@btinternet.com.
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 Save Grinton Youth 

Hostel! 
Some of you may have seen that 
Grinton Youth Hostel has gone on the 
market for Ã950,000. Built in 1817 as a 
shooting lodge it later became the 
property of the Charlesworth family. 
Following the death of Barney 
Charlesworth, and subsequent family 
tragedies, his widow sold the property, 
along with the five acres in which it 
sits, to the Youth Hostel Association 
(YHA) in 1948, and it has been a youth 
hostel ever since. In 2000 funding was 

provided by the 
Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust, 
the Millennium 
Commission, the 
European Regional 

Development Fund and YHA to develop 
its facilities and accommodation. 
Described on the Yorkshire Dales 

National Parkôs ôOut of Oblivionõ 

website as óa bit like a castleô ,and a 

ómagnificent buildingô with its 
spectacular views over Swaledale and  
easy access by public transport it is 
surely a gem in the YHAõs crown?  
The founding purpose of the YHA was 
to provide ôyoung people, regardless of 
race or creedõ and ôespeciallyõ those of 
ôlimited meansõ access ôto greater 
knowledge, love and care of the 
countrysideõ. As the YHAõs own website 
explains, its aim is ôto offer  affordable 
accommodation é [as] an antidote to 
the poor air quality, cramped housing 
and harsh conditions of inner city life. 
.. [giving]  people an unprecedented 
opportunity to spend leisure time in 
fresh air and open countryside, on a 
scale only previously possible for the 
wealthyõ. Surely we need these Youth 

Hostels, and particularly Grinton 
Hostel, now more than ever? 
It is a wonderful place for anyone to 
have breakfast, lunch or dinner - have 
you been? It is a prominent landmark 
and an important feature in our local 
history. It is also a crucial facility for 
the Dale. The hostellers visit our 
attractions, buy things in our shops and 
frequent our cafes and pubs. It brings 
us large parties of schoolchildren, and 
others, who come back over the years 
to share their love of the place with 
family and friends. Whenever I visit it 
seems to be full, (in 2019 there was a 
record of  over 19,500 overnights 
documented), and many of our own 
visitors come en route to and from the 
hostel. 
So, letõs put up a defence of our Hostel. 
Marrick has gone, Keld has gone, 
Aysgarth has gone, letõs try and save 
Grinton. Each of us can make a 
difference, so why not write to our MP 
Rishi Sunak, so keen on our Coast-to-
Coast life-line, better still write to the 
Chief Executive of the Youth Hostel 
Association. Donõt delay, do it now, and 
donõt forget to join the SAVE GRINTON 
LODGE Facebook group 
Rishi Sunak, 
rishi.sunak.mp@parliament.uk 
Unit 1 
Omega Business Village 
Northallerton  
DL6 2NJ 
James Blake: jamesblake@yha.org.uk  
Chief Executive 
YHA (England & Wales) 
Trevelyan House, Dimple Road 
Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3YH 
Margaret Hart, Chair of 
Trustees: customerservices@yha.org.uk 

 
Helen Bainbridge, Swaledale Museum 

mailto:rishi.sunak.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:jamesblake@yha.org.uk
mailto:customerservices@yha.org.uk
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 The Saint 

by John Hunter 
 
 

Spoiler alert! ð This monthõs offering 
contains unabashed nostalgia, and 
comes courtesy of our namesake TV 
channel, who regularly air ôThe Saintõ. 
Catching the end of an episode 
recently in which the debonair Mr 
Templar was in Belgrade ð or not ð 
reminded me of the advertising 
campaign for the series when first 
issued on VHS in the 
mid ô80s. Probably 
lifted from the 
original 1960s 
ôindustryõ promos, 
and featuring the 
dulcet tones of the 
great Patrick Allen ð 
I remember 
distinctly òéTHE 
series for exotic 
localeséõ 
accompanying lots of ôstockõ footage of 
the aforementioned locations, 
occasionally with a poorly ômattedõ in 
Roger Moore in the foreground. We all 
realise of course that the cast rarely 
if ever left the safe confines of 
Elstree studios in Hertfordshire ð 
where such movies as ôMoby Dickõ and 
ôThe Dambustersõ (utilising the famous 
ôtankõ) were shot in the 50õs when many 
top Hollywood actors worked there. 
Later, ô2001õ, ôThe Shiningõ and ôStar 
Warsõ were also made there. 
Observant ôspottersõ will recognise the 
same ôstreet cornerõ set appearing 
throughout the run ð if weõre ôinõ Paris, 
the shop front will be a boulangerie, if 
in Hamburg, there will be wursts on 

display ð and so on. Add in a few 
ôforeignõ cars (we didnõt see many in the 
early 60õs in the UK) and most of us 
were fooled!  Any ôfactoryõ / ôweapons 
plantõ featured were simply the white 
ôstudioõ buildings at Elstree, and the 
roads between them (great for 
ôcheckpointõ scenes with the ôHaltõ sign 
being replaced with ôAnhaltenõ or 
ôDetenerseõ) ð you get the picture!. Even 
in big budget movies the same ploys 
were used ð note in the ôGoldfingerõ car 
chase  (when the DB5 shows us its 
tricks before being totalled) ð those 

narrow alleys between 
the buildings of 
Goldfingerõs smelting 
factory are actually in 
Pinewood studios just 
north of London, not 
Switzerland. 
I admit to being a 
ôSaintõ fan as a 
growing boy ð full 
marks to Roger Moore 

for fleshing out the character created 
by author Leslie Charteris.  I never 
really liked Mooreõs 007, but he 
certainly nailed Simon Templar ð he 
could shoot straight, drive fast, woo 
the ladies, and there were even some 
pretty good fisticuff scenes (for its 
day). The show aired between 1962 and 
1969, following from the successful 
ôDanger Manõ (also extending the 
running time) and was initially produced 
by Monty Berman, who later created 
the popular ôChampionsõ for Lew Gradeõs 
ITC. Of course this involved more of a 
ôsci-fiõ premise, though the later ôSaintõ 
episodes followed a rather more 
ôfantasyõ path, if never delving into full-
on ôAvengersõ territory (remember the 
one where Templar dresses as a 
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Vacancy 

Poppy Appeal 

Organiser for The Two 

Dales 
 

Martin Sunderland is retiring after 10 

years as Poppy Appeal Organiser and a 

vacancy arises for a new Organiser. 

The role is voluntary and involves: 

¶ Ordering stock prior to the Appeal 

¶ Preparing and distributing Poppies 

and collecting boxes throughout the 

two Dales. 

¶ Liaising with Parish Councils for the 

supply of Wreaths etc. 

¶ Collecting and counting donations at 
the end of the Appeal and maintaining 

accounts. 

¶ Banking counted donations. 

Please contact 

martinsunderland93@gmail.com 

Centurion to ôinvestigateõ a ôRomanõ cult, 
complete with sword fights and a live 
tiger in the ôcellarõ?). 
Did you know ð although not appearing, 
Mooreõs voice is heard on the car radio 
in Val Kilmerõs poorly received ôSaintõ 
movie (1997)- and Moore actually 
addressed the audience directly in the 
original seriesõ pre-credits sequence, 
later on just looking up at his ôhaloõ. 
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Swale Singers start rehearsals in early 
September with a young (ish) spring in 
their step!  They will be working on a 
programme of music to perform at 
Askrigg in November aimed at raising 
money to encourage younger voices to 
join in. 
 
Chairman Richard Wells says that it is 
fair to say the age profile of the four-
part choir is on the mature side and 
the need for younger voices to swell 

the ranks  
becomes more 
necessary with 
every  
passing year.  
 

òWe've been talking to the music 
department at Richmond School and 
what became clear is that while pupils 
might love singing they are put off by 
the high cost of travel to rehearsals.  
So our aim is to raise money at our 
winter concert towards a bursary 
which we can then use in future years 
to help students with their travel 
costs.  It has the support of the school  
and we are very excited to see how it 
developsó. 
 
Rehearsals start on Sunday 
September 7th at Reeth Memorial 
Hall from 3pm -5pm.   
 
The choice of music has an English, 
classical feel about it....a couple of 
pieces by Edward Elgar  - òGreat is the 
Lordó and òThe Banner of St Georgeó ,  
a composition  from Ralph Vaughn 

Williams òFantasia on Christmas Carolsó  
and In Terra Pax by  Gerald Finzi.   
Swale Singers are always keen to see 
new faces and hear new voices ð not just 
the young.     If you want to try 
something new or want to return to 
choral singing after a few years away 
then get in touch with Richard 
(rmwellsew14@gmail.com)    or just turn 
up at Reeth Memorial Hall for 3pm on 
Sunday, Sept 7th.  
 
The concert will be held at St Oswald's 
Church, Askrigg on Saturday November 
15th at 4pm so even though you might 
balk at singing in public do put the date 
in your diaries, and go along and support 
the fund-raising for younger voices to 
be given a chance to sing in the dales.   

Richard Wells 

mailto:mwellsew14@gmail.com
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 Keld Resource Centre 
Events for September and October 

 
28 Sept - History of Cheese and 
Butter Making  14.00 ð 16.00  Keld 
Resource Centre 
Talk covering the rich history and long 
tradition of cheese and butter making 
in Swaledale. A reminder of a time 
when life was hard manual work, with 
almost every farm producing butter 
and cheese, using knowledge passed 
down through generations of women. 
Refreshments served afterwards.                                                        
Charge: Ã10.00 pp 
 
5 Oct - Felt Plant Pot Cover 
Workshop 10.00 ð 16.00  Keld 
Resource Centre 
Learn how to make your own wet felt 
and then turn it into a plant pot cover. 
All materials, including plant pot, 
included.  
Please bring packed lunch.  
Refreshments served.                             
Charge: Ã55.00 pp 
 
20 Oct - Glass Fusion Workshop 
09.30 ð 12.30  Keld Resource Centre 
Inspired by the landscape of Upper 
Swaledale, learn how to create 
beautiful glass art with Mark Clayton.  
All materials included, finished pieces 
will be taken away for firing and 
returned in about 2 weeks.  
Refreshments served                        
Charge: Ã50.00 pp 
 
 
Full details and tickets available via 

Ticket Tailor, or  
Email helenguy47@gmail.com 

Booking essential due to limited places. 
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 Muker Parish Council 

Minutes of Parish 

Meeting 

Held May 2025 

Present:    Cllr Metcalfe, Cllr Porter, 
Cllr Reynoldson, Cllr Rukin and Cllr 
Calvert - Chair presiding and later Cllr 
Peacock. 
Clerk: Mr Michael Cleminson. 
Apologies for Absence:   None 
Declaration of Interests:  The Chair, 
Cllr Calvert declared an interest in the 
extension and the height of the mobile 
telephone mast, as owner of the land.  
Cllr Reynoldson declared an interest in 
a planning application in Thwaite which 
adjoins his property.   
Matters Arising: 
a. NYC School Proposals. Cllr Calvert 
attended the protest held at County 
Hall, Northallerton on Wednesday 21st 
May 2025, he also was present in the 
public gallery during the debate in the 
Extraordinary meeting to review the 
NYC school proposal.  He said that 
many positive comments were made by 
councillors who did not support the 
proposal. The Chair and member of the 
public  gallery considered that Cllr. 
Gareth Dadd did not treat them with 
respect, pointing his finger at the 
Liberal Democrat Councillors and the 
Public Gallery.  He later again 
addressed the meeting clarifying that 
his comments were directed to 
Councillors and not the Public Gallery.  
The Parish Council consider Cllr Daddõs 
comments to be disrespectful and that 
he should have apologised to the people 
in the Public Gallery. Councillors agreed 
that a formal complaint be made to 
NYC about his conduct. Disappointingly, 
despite the eloquent statements to 

reverse the proposal, the proposal was 
voted through again, by 45 votes to 35 
with 4 abstentions.  The Parish Council 
were also disappointed in the lack of 
support and action by MP Rishi Sunak 
and the Conservative Party. The Parish 
Council believes that rural communities 
are being victimised by additional costs 
to transport their children to school, 
which will dissuade families from 
relocating or remaining in the Upper 
Dales,  impacting on the diversity and 
demographics of the community and 
potentially reducing or removing future 
generations to the Dales.  The Parish 
Council believes that the Conservative 
Party is not representing and supporting 
the unique Upper Dales community, and 
that we are significantly disadvantaged 
when compared to urban communities.  
The Schools Transport Action Group 
(STAG) is currently considering their 
options to further challenge this 
ridiculous proposal which will be 
introduced in September 2025.  The 
Parish Council wishes to commend STAG 
for their excellent work over the past 
year.  The Parish Council is also aware of 
potential changes to Gunnerside and 
Reeth Schools, as NYC are of the 
opinion that the current set-up does not 
comply with current legislation.  There 
are potentially some serious 
ramifications should the two schools be 
split, impacting yet again on the 
education and well-being of our children.  
Cllr Peacock said she opposes this 
proposal to split the two schools and is 
actually working with the schools and 
NYC to find a solution to retain the 
current arrangement.  This is much 
appreciated by the Parish Council. The 
Parish Council still does not understand 
how, following the Freedom of 
Information requests, NYC can make a 
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 decision without knowing the present 
and future costs! It was agreed that 
the Clerk should forward a letter to 
Rishi Sunak MP outlining the concerns 
of the Parish Council. 
b. Salt for the bins at Keld.  At present 
there are 3 bins at Keld, NYC only 
replenish one, on the B6270.  For NYC 
to refill the other 2, it would cost 
Ã180.00 per year.  The Clerk has 
researched the cost of purchasing salt 
for the Parish Council to refill the 
other 2 bins.  The options are for large 
dumpy bags, with Ã50 delivery charge 
or a total of 660kgõs in 22kg bags with 
free delivery.  The Cllrs. consider that 
the 22kg bags, although slightly more 
expensive, would be easier to handle 
and store.  It was agreed that the salt 
bin in Thwaite would be retained under 
the current arrangements.  Cllr Rukin 
will explore location of a suitable site in 
Keld to store the bags.  Once a site is 
established purchase can proceed. 
Finance.   
a. An Order to pay was raised for Ã153 
for Yorkshire Local Councilõs 
Association membership.  
b. The annual governance and 
accountability return (AGAR) for 
2024/2025  has been completed by the 
Clerk and an internal audit completed 
by Emily Abbey.  The Cllrs. would like 
to extend their thanks to her for 
auditing the accounts.  The accounts 
were accepted, approved and signed 
off by the Chair and the Clerk ready 
for submission. They will be placed on 
the Parish Council Website 
mukerparishcouncil.gov.uk before 30 
July 2025. The balance carried 
forward was Ã3761.00 
Highways.  The Clerk said that he had 
been in contact with Highways recently 
to establish the situation with regard 

to previous reported works.  He is 
seeking clarification but it appears that 
the potholes in West Stonesdale do not 
meet the criteria!  The Clerk has taken 
photos and submitted these to Highways 
showing that some of the holes do meet 
the criteria.  The Clerk to re-submit 
request for holes to be filled.  Both the 
Clerk and Cllr Rukin had noted that 
some holes have been repaired on the 
B6270 between Thwaite and Angram 
and also the cattlegrid at West 
Stonesdale.  
NYC ð School transport ð see above 
National Association of Local Councils 
ð Nothing of note. 
YDNPA Pre planning comments by 30 
April 2025 re extension to height of 
existing mobile telephone mast on the 
side of Kisdon at Keld. This has been 
dealt with by email. Cllrs have no 
objections to this request, improved 
mobile signal is positive for safety and 
the local economy. 
Householder planning permission for 
extension to existing garage, and works 
to refurbish workshop at Stockdale 
Holme, Thwaite, Richmond, DL11 6DR - 
R/06/244 
Confusion around the original plans was 
noted which originally included property 
not owned by the applicant. The Parish 
Council largely supports this application: 
ideally the garage roof should have 
traditional York stone slates or 
preferably reclaimed slates in a 
conservation area. 
Section 19 application to vary Condition 
3 (roofing material) of R/06/114H/LB 
(listed building consent to re-roof and 
underfelt the existing cart shed lean-to 
roof and to flush point the east 
elevation of the cart shed and byre) in 
respect of changes to the roofing 
material from natural stone slate to 
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 artificial slate of ônatural weathered 
stoneõ at Angram Farm, Angram, 
Richmond, DL11 6DT - R/06/114J/LB. 
The Council has no objections to this 
application. 
YLCA ð Nothing of note 
Other Correspondence/AOB:   Cllr 
Rukin asked if a decision had been 
made on the toilets in the Parish and 
had noted black boxes fitted to the 
toilet doors in Keld. The Clerk said 
NYC were still reviewing the use of the 
toilets to see if they meet their usage 
criteria to retain them. It is likely this 
will be part of the review. 
The meeting closed at  8.45 pm. 

Luxury Glamping Pods 

Join Yorkshire Dales 

Cycling Hotspot  

 
Thanks to Allica Bank Backing 

 
A much-loved Yorkshire Dales cycling hub 
has embarked upon a major new chapter 
with the addition of luxury glamping pods, 
thanks to financial support from Allica 
Bank ð a challenger bank for established 
businesses. 
Dales Bike Centre, based in Fremington, 
near Reeth, is already a go-to destination 
for cyclists, walkers and cake-lovers alike 
from across the region and beyond. Now, 
with new plans in place, the family-run 
business is now offering stylish glamping 
accommodation alongside its popular ride, 
eat and stay experience. 
Owned and run by husband-and-wife team 
Stu and Brenda Price, Dales Bike Centre 
has been part of the Swaledale community 
since 2009. The coupleõs vision ð to create 
a welcoming, sustainable base for cyclists 
to enjoy the beauty of the Dales ð has 
grown into a thriving local hub with a 
strong reputation across Yorkshire and 
the entire UK. 
Visitors to Dales Bike Centre can hire a 
range of bikes, from childrenõs options to 
high-spec e-bikes, download GPX routes, 
or join guided rides led by the centreõs 
experienced team. The on-site workshop 
is a trusted service point for many local 
riders and visiting cyclists, and is an 
authorised dealer for both Orange Bikes 
and Trek. 
The Cakery Caf® is well-loved for its 
homemade cakes, breakfasts and lunches, 
with ingredients sourced locally where 
possible. Since its 2022 extension, itõs also 
become a space for community events and 
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regular meet-ups, with a large outdoor 
area for visitors to enjoy in warmer 
months. 
Dales Bike Centre employs staff from 
around ten local families, many of whom 
have been with the business since its 
early days. The Prices have prioritised 
sustainability from the start, repurposing 
original buildings and working with local 
suppliers for everything from food to 
building materials. 
Accommodation includes the Cakery Loft 
ð a self-contained unit sleeping four ð and 
group-friendly bunk rooms, with secure 
bike storage. With planning restrictions 
limiting previous expansion ideas, and a 
growing demand for more premium stays, 
the new glamping pods mark an exciting 
step forward. 
Opened at the start of July, the 
glamping pods provide guests with a 
comfy king-size bed, en-suite shower 
room, kitchen area and private seating 
space ð all nestled in the idyllic Yorkshire 
countryside. Theyõre a frills-included 

alternative to traditional 
camping and a welcome new 
option for those wanting to 
enjoy the Dales in comfort 
while staying close to the 
action! 
òWeõve always wanted to offer 
something that blends our love 
for the outdoors with a bit of 
luxury,ó said Brenda Price. òThe 
pods are warm, comfortable 
and self-contained - ideal for 
cyclists, walkers or couples 
looking to unwind with a slice 
of cake and some great 
Yorkshire air.ó 
The plans were made possible 
thanks to a loan from Allica 
Bank, with Relationship 

Manager Andy Castle working closely with 
the couple to secure the funding. 
òAllica really understood what weõre about 
ð itõs not just a business, itõs our lifeõs 
work,ó Brenda added. òAndrew took the 
time to get to know us, the area and our 
vision. This next chapter wouldnõt be 
happening without them.ó 
Andy Castle, Relationship Manager for 
Yorkshire and North East, from Allica 
Bank said: òDales Bike Centre is exactly 
the kind of business Allica is here to 
support ð rooted in the community, full of 
passion and ideas, and ready to grow. Stu 
and Brenda have created something really 
special, and Iõm delighted weõve been able 
to help them take this next step.ó 
 
Read more at: www.allica.bank  

http://www.allica.bank/
http://www.allica.bank/
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September Update 
 

In the blink of an eye Summerõs over, 
and our Autumn programme is 
underway. Something for all ages to 
get involved with and enjoy. 
ACTIVITIES 
Light My Choir! (minimum age 16 
years) ð Mondays 7.00pm-9.00pm at 
Leyburn Methodist Church Hall from 
1st September. Sessions cover uplifting 
Gospel and Popular Music. The Choir 
will again join the worship team at St. 
Matthewõs for their popular Jazz 
Eucharist service on Sunday 19th 
October as part of Leyburn Jazz 
Festival. This is a fun and friendly 
group open to all who enjoy singing for 
pleasure. No experience, No Audition - 
why not come along and give it a try? 
Play, Record, Perform (11-19 years, 
other ages considered) ð Sundays 
2.00pm-5.00pm at Thoralby Village 
Hall from 6th September. Sessions 
cover different styles of music and are 
great for making music with other 
young musicians. There will also be 
sessions with guest musician Paul Edis 
which will culminate in a performance 
opportunity as part of Leyburn Jazz 
Festival. 
Get Musical Jam Band (6-11 years, 
other ages considered) ð Fridays 
4.30pm-6.00pm at Leyburn Methodist 
Church Hall. Dates tbc. ð keep an eye 
on our socials ð open for registration. 
Wensleydale Young Musician of the 
Year ð This yearõs competition takes 

place on Sunday 23rd November, 2.00pm 
at St. Matthewõs Church, Leyburn. 
Closing date for entries: Monday 17th 
November. Full details at 
www.wensleydale.org. The competition is 
run in partnership with Wensleydale 
Rotary and forms a local heat for the 
National competition. 
FEAST  
Activity Afternoons: We had a great 
time being creative and learning about 
healthy eating. Thanks to Campbells who 
provided fruit and veg for snack time 
and taste testing and to Simon 
Winstanleyõs who provided our 
gardenersõ corner. Participants had 
great fun trying to work out what they 
were eating and planting their own 
seeds to take home and watch them 
grow. Sessions were made possible 
thanks to funding from North Yorkshire 
Together and HAF. Details of our 
Christmas Holiday sessions will be 
available soon. 
FUND RAISING 
Quiz night with Simon Eastwood ð 
Friday 10th October at West Burton 
Village Hall, DL8 4JY. 7.00pm for a 
prompt 7.30pm start. Teams of 6 or 
come along and make a team on the 
night. Tickets Ã15 inc. two course 
supper. Bar and Raffle. Our annual quiz 
is always a fun event ð book early to 
avoid disappointment! 
Grand Prize Draw ð Tickets for our 
Grand Prize Draw are now available. 
Tickets Ã1 each - proceeds support our 
core activities. Prizes include SMART 
TV, Bluetooth Headphone and vouchers 
for various local retailers and eateries. 
The full list of prizes is available on our 
website or by request. Draw date: 
Wednesday 29th October, 2025. Our 
Trustees are looking for volunteers to 

http://www.wensleydale.org
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 help sell tickets, please get in touch. 
Coffee Mornings ð We are hosting two 
coffee mornings in Leyburn Methodist 
Church Hall on Friday 31st October and 
Friday 28th November. Enjoy a cuppa 
and a chat. Cake Stall and Raffle. 
EVENTS 
Leyburn Jazz Festival ð This yearõs 
festival takes place from Thursday 16th 
ð Sunday 19th October at St. Matthewõs 
Church, Leyburn. This year promises 
another great line-up of talented jazz 
musicians. Youõll find returning 
favourites like Hot Club du Nord and 
Alligator Gumbo, established artists 
like Tony Kofi, Ian Shaw and Paul Edis, 
as well as emerging talent such as Jack 
Pearce. Over the four days of the 
festival, youõll hear everything from 
contemporary to standards in various 
styles. We have gypsy jazz, trad jazz, 
New Orleans-inspired jazz, the Great 
American Songbook, contemporary 
jazz, and the Northern Swing 
Orchestra will conclude the weekend on 
Sunday afternoon. 
See printed brochure for full details. 
Available to download at 
www.leyburnjazz.org or pick up a copy 
from community information points. 
RESEARCH 
A Vision for Creative Growth in 
Wensleydale and Swaledale 
It's here! After weeks of research and 
consultation we can finally share 
the findings of our Enterprise and 
Creative Feasibility Study. The report 
includes three options that 
could develop a hub to support rural 
arts provision and career pathways for 
employment across Wensleydale and 
Swaledale. Options included: Uredale 
Mill (Carrs Billington) in Askrigg, 
Norfolk House (Serendipity) in 

Leyburn, and West Burton Methodist 
Chapel. The next steps are to further 
investigate the report findings, work up 
development costs and form a steering 
group to take the project to the next 
stage. The report is available in full or a 
summary version by email or it can be 
downloaded from our website. Thanks 
to everyone who has taken part so far, 
and Robin Jackson from Rydale 
Creative, who were commissioned to 
undertake the research funded by The 
UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 
 
To find out more or book places for 
our events and activities visit 
www.wensleydale.org or contact Colin 
Bailey on: 01969 745810/ 07711 
211169 or email: 
info@wensleydale.org 
 

Colin Bailey 
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 Archaeology project 

uncovers Ingleboroughõs 

hidden past    

 
Findings from recent cave excavations on 
Ingleborough have revealed new insights 
into the people and animals that once 
roamed the Yorkshire Dales, including the 
remains of a Bronze Age Auroch, thought 
to be the wild ancestor of modern cattle.  
The Ingleborough Cave Archaeology 
Project was part of Our Common Cause: 
Our Upland Commons, a 4.5 year, 25-
partner project, backed by Ã3 million 
from the National Lottery Heritage Fund, 
helping to secure the future of upland 
commons in the Yorkshire Dales, 
Dartmoor, the Lake District and the 
Shropshire Hills.  
The Ingleborough project involved a 
unique collaboration between 
archaeologists, cavers and volunteers. Led 
by the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority Historic Environment Team and 
the University of Central Lancashireõs 
Centre for Field Archaeology and 
Forensic Taphonomy, surveys and 
excavations took place around a number 
of Ingleboroughõs cave sites and 
sinkholes.  
Archaeologists worked closely with cave 
explorers, revisiting discoveries from 
past digs to research and catalogue them 
to better understand the past 
environmental conditions and how the 
caves were used by those who lived and 
farmed in the Dales prehistory.   
Finds revealed that some of the caves 
had been used as human burial sites 
during the Neolithic period. One of the 
most significant finds was the remains of 
an Auroch dating back to the Early 
Bronze Age, making it one of the last 
known of its species. Domesticated cattle 

remains dating back to the early Stone 
Age shed light on when the land started 
to be used for agriculture.   
The project highlighted the important 
role cavers play in uncovering underground 
history, with some of the chosen cave 
sites requiring specialist skills to access. 
This led to a valuable new partnership 
being developed between archaeologists 
and the Council for the Northern Caving 
Community.  
Rick Peterson, (below with archaeologist 
colleagues at one of the cave sites on 
Ingleborough) a caving archaeologist at 
the University of Central Lancashire said: 
òThe project on Ingleborough has been 
driven by the caving community. Itõs often 
experienced local cavers who are the first 
to encounter archaeological finds such as 
these as they are the only ones who can 
access the caves. This partnership now 
ensures that any discoveries made during 
recreational caving are officially 
documented.  

òIt also goes to show the importance of 
common land, as without public access to 
our uplands, these kinds of discoveries 
wouldnõt have been possible.ó  
While part of the project explored the 
past, a big part of the project was about 
looking to the future, engaging todayõs 
farmers in sustainable and adaptive land 
management practices.   
Ingleborough remains one of the few 
places in England where commoning 



19 

REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

 NYCC HOME LIBRARY 

DELIVERY SERVICE 

 

We deliver books, audiobooks, 

DVDs and information to the 

homes of people who find it 

difficult to get to their local 

library. 

If you are interested in 

receiving monthly deliveries 

please contact  

North Yorkshire Libraries 

Headquarters on  

01609 533800 

Or Catterick Garrison Library 

on 01609 534595 

General Building & Maintenance 

Property renovations / Roofing 

Kitchen fitting / Joinery 

Bathroom suites / Tiling  

Painting & Decorating 

Patios / Landscaping / Ground  

maintenance 

Free estimates / Insurance quotes 

No Job too small 

D Reynoldson 
11, Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond  

North Yorkshire, DL11 6SD 

01748884309 / 07792458801 

Email: david.reeth1@outlook.com 

Dales Reyno-Vations 

traditions endure. Thirteen farmers still 
graze sheep on the land, which is privately 
owned, under commonerõs rights dating 
back to the Magna Carta, including a 10th-
generation commoner whose practices 
remain recognisable across centuries.  
Project officer Claire Braeburn said: 
òIngleborough has a longstanding history 
as common land, so we wanted to see if 
the caves held evidence of just how long 
ago humans began farming on the fell.  
òOver half of England was common land, 
but now itõs just 3%. This project has 
helped us understand more about human 
interaction with the common and the 
landõs longstanding biodiversity. It has 
shown how important preserving these 
ancient practices is or we risk losing them 
forever.ó  
The Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authorityõs Member Champion for Cultural 
Heritage, David Noland said: òProjects like 
this not only deepen our understanding of 
the past but also serve as a reminder of 
why itõs vital to preserve what little 
remains of these shared landscapes for 
our communities and cultural identity.ó  
Cavers are now being encouraged to 
report their findings to continue to reveal 
more about Ingleboroughõs history.  

Remains of wild boar skull 
excavated from one of the 
cave sites 
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{ΦWΦw tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ 

tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

/ ϧ Dκ!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ / ϧ D vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ 

wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ²ƛǘƘ ±ŜǊȅ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ wŀǘŜǎ 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ wŜŜǘƘ  

01748-884036 
Or 07977-297563 

                                            

Spotlight on 

your business? 

 
Remember, the Reeth Gazette is happy 
to print (no fee) a longer piece 
spotlighting the work and 
developments of our long-term 
advertisers.  Contact the Treasurer 
for more details. 

eŞĬĀłņǜTŒĥĔĀǜèĬüǜXĔũǜđèŝĀǜ
ƍĀĔłǜđĀèłōņǜĔĬǜƍĀǜ2èĥĀņ 

Ȃ2ĀĥĔČđōċŒĥǜ
,ĳōōèČĀǠǜĿĀłċĀöōǜ
õèŽĀǜċĳłǜ

ĀţĿĥĳłĔĬČǜƍĀǜ
2èĥĀņȃ 

-ƚƘƚƝǜAŒĀŽō- 

eĬĀǜõĀüłĳĳī 
XèĬČƍŞèĔōĀ 

tĔƄīĳĬüǜ2Xƙƙǜƞt6 

,ĳĬōèöōǜŒņǜċĳłǜīĳłĀǜüĀōèĔĥņǡ 
6īèĔĥǡǜĔŝŤöĳōōèČĀĿèłōĬĀłŽđĔĿȎČīèĔĥǟöĳī 
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CHARMING OLD COTTAGE IN THE 

CENTRE OF REETH (sleeps 6+) 
Open fire & background heating. 

Fully fitted kitchen, dishwasher, fridge/freezer 
2 bathrooms, 2 double bedrooms, 1 twin bed-
room & attic play area/fourth bedroom with 3 

single beds. 
Private, secure, rear courtyard area. 

Dogs welcome.  

Contact Denyse on 01325 722786  or  
e-mail denyse00@btinternet.com  

www.holidaycottageswaledale.com  

Property Maintenance 
& General Building 

 
Building work & property maintenance 

undertaken 
Plumbing, tiling, plastering 
Kitchen & bathroom fitting 

Joinery works 
Small jobs welcome 

Free No Obligation estimates 
Also detail plans prepared for planning 

applications 

 
Contact Gary 

Tel. 01748 886691 / Mob. 07896 
147207 

E-mail Swaddyman@gmail.com 

A. HOWARD JOINERY 
no job too small 

01748 884045 
andrewhowardjoinery@gmail.com  

Our Own Website 
 

The committee of the Reeth Gazette 
are in the process of setting up our 
own website to host recent and 
archived copies.  Thanks to a grant 
from Blenkirons Community Fund, we 
have engaged a professional website 
designer.  We will keep you posted on 
its progress. 
Two of our committee went to receive 
the cheque from Blenkirons this month, 
who posted this picture and explanation 
on their Facebook page. 

Jackie 

http://www.holidaycottageswaledale.com
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 Poetry Call 

 
Be part of Swaledale Festivalõs 
celebration of the seasons with an 

exciting new poetry call!  
  
At the edge of another summer. 
At the edge of a fallow field. 
At the edge of day. 
  
Waiting 
  
For last light of dusk 
To call all the children 
  
Home. 
  
from Summer (16õ) by Rachel Tzvia Back 
  
You might have heard Vivaldi's Four 
Seasons, but did you know that the 
musician wrote sonnets to help him map 
out his seasonal concertos? Or that 
nearly 300 years later, composer Max 
Richter released a new version of 
Vivaldi's Four Seasons as a modern 
retelling?  
In 2026, Swaledale Festival will explore 
the four seasons through music, visual 
art, words and more.  
 
What do the seasons mean to you? We 
want to hear! Swaledale Festival invites 
you to share your poetry inspired by 
the seasons. 
 
This exciting open call brings together 
and celebrates the creativity of people 
of any age, stage, background or 
experience level - from longstanding 
professionals to total newbies - putting 
new work at the heart of the Festival. 
Everyone is welcome. 
 

What are we looking for?  
Unpublished poems that explore 
anything seasons-related! We especially 
welcome work from poets living in the 
northern Yorkshire Dales. While it's 
wonderful if your poem reflects our local 
landscape, more general seasonal themes 
are also encouraged. You can send poems 
about any (or all) of the seasons 
throughout the year, though while we're 
enjoying the warmth, now is a 
particularly good time to write about 
summer! 

Need inspiration?  
Just step outside and focus on your 
senses. What can you see, hear, smell 
and touch? What tastes do you associate 
with the summer? Think about your own 
experiences. Do you have memories of 
summers past? Are your summers 
changing? What feelings or images or 
ideas arise? You could also check out the 
poems at www.poetryfoundation.org, 
which are available to browse by topic or 
theme. 
  
What will happen to your poems?  
All entries will be considered for 
publication and celebration before and 
during Swaledale Festival 2026. This 
could include a display at festival venues, 
publication on social media, recital at an 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/

