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ÇŚĦÒ /łÒƑƑĎƑ     

 

Tuesdays 
      9.30-10.30 Reeth Memorial Hall 

  Introductory price Ã5  
(regular price Ã7). 

           
For details, contact Debbie 
yogadebbie@hotmail.com  
or 07707 683317 

Hudson House 

Information Centre and 

Shop 
As from the 1st April Hudson House has 
taken over the running of the former 
Visitor Centre from the National Park. 
It has been renamed ôInformation 
Centre and Shop' and will concentrate 
on promoting the local area and 
stocking goods relevant to that area. 
The Centre will be run by volunteers 
based around our core group who have 
staffed the centre during the winter 
months. Opening hours are yet to be 
agreed but will depend on the numbers 
of volunteers available. If you have 
time to spare and would like to help, 
enjoy meeting people and promoting the 
attractions of the local area then 
please contact Jill May on 01748 
880017 to arrange to meet members of 
our team and see what you can do. 
As part of the change we have 
simplified the running of the centre 
and have installed a new till that 
requires only card payments and no 
other administration.  
We would like volunteers to bring their 
own interests to the running of the 
centre and welcome new ideas. 

Nick Caldwell 
Chair, Hudson House Limited 

 

Bespoke 
Tutors 

Maths, Science, 
English Private 
Tutors 

Brown Hill Top 
Low Row 
Richmond 
DL11 6NB 

Tel. 01748 886201 
Email:bespoketutors@gmail.com 
www.bespoketutors.org.uk 
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 Gazette Management 

Team 
Chairman:  Susan Miller  
Longstone, Low Row, Richmond 
DL11 6NA 
Tel: 01748 886 358 
E-mail: chairman@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Secretary:  Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond,  
DL11 6PE 
Tel: 01748 886 292 
E-mail: secretary@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Editor:  Jackie Pope 
Guildy Hall, Muker, Richmond,  
DL11 6QG 
Tel: 07885 498676 
E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Treasurer:  Andrew Bedford 
Glory Be, Blades, Richmond, DL11 6PS 
Tel: 01748 886 974 
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Subscriptions:  Elsie Whitehead  
5 Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond,  
DL11 6SD 
Tel: 01748 884 132 
E-mail: subscription@reethGazette.co.uk 
  
  

Distribution:  Trevor Brown  
The Cottage, Healaugh, Richmond, 
DL11 6UA 
Tel:    01748 884 111 

Published by  
The Reeth & District Gazette Ltd. 
Company Number: 06541854  
c/o The Company Secretary 

Andrew Bedford, Glory Be, Blades 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL11 6PS 

Tel: 01748 886 974  
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

No material may be reproduced in 
whole or in part without permission. 
Whilst every care is taken for 
accuracy, the publishers cannot be 
held legally responsible for any errors 
or opinions in articles, listings or 
advertisements. 
  

ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

The Editor welcomes feedback 
At the editorõs discretion, your 

feedback will be published with Editor 
responses as appropriate. 
 Please send feedback to 
editor@reethGazette.co.uk 

Gazette Deadlines 

  

The deadlines for the next  
two months are: 

 
May issue: April 8th 
June issue: May 14th 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this cannot be 
guaranteed and is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette 
 

To post a copy of this Gazette to a 
friend or relative will require a Large 
Letter size and will cost Ã2.40 second 
class, or Ã2.70 first class. 
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ANDY MALTON LTD ï DALES 

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR 
 

 

Dry lining/ plastering/ ceiling work 

Roofing/ pointing/ guttering work 

Most building repair work carried out 
Free estimates - No job too small 

07837645104 

andymalton56@gmail.com 
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 End of an Era at Reeth 

Market 

 
As most of his regular customers will 
know, Colin Garner is retiring soon, 
winding down and finishing at the end 
of April/mid-May.  He has been coming 
to Reeth market, offering a splendid 
array of fruit, veg, eggs and more for 
24 years. 

During covid times Colin diversified 
and set up an excellent delivery 
service into the two dales ð 
Arkengarthdale one day, Muker side 
another day and into and around Reeth 
on another day.  Some customers are 
still continuing to use the delivery 
service, appreciating having their 
produce brought right to their door. 
Now itõs time for the younger 
generation to take the reins, and Colin 
and Christineõs Grandson Jack, who has 
been working alongside Colin for a 
number of years learning the ropes, 
will be taking over.  Jack is having a 
purpose-built trailer designed and built 
which should be ready for launching 

during late spring. Colin advised Jack to 
have a trailer not unlike the first 
trailer he had when starting in Reeth, 
one where customers can walk around 
inside out of the elements.  Jack is also 
happy to be continuing with the 
deliveries, and Colin will keep his 
position going as Market Officer for 
the time being. 
Of course, we wonõt get rid of Colin and 
Christine that easily, as they are going 

to continue to 
help Jack 
until he finds 
he can run 
things himself 
and finds 
some reliable 
helping hands. 
Then it will be 
time for them 
to enjoy the 
retirement 
they have 
earned -  
Rock on! Christine, Colin and Grandson Jack 
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 Keld Resource Centre 
Events for April and May 

 
14th Apr - Spring Flowers Workshop 
14:00pm ð 16:00pm  Keld Resource 
Centre 
Join Shannon (Feather & Fern 
Florists), to learn how to use spring 
flowers to create a beautiful indoor 
arrangement, using a selection of 
seasonal flowers and foliage.   
Refreshments provided.                                             
Charge: Ã55 to include all materials 
19th May - Memoirs of a Swaledale 
Woman.  14:00pm ð 16:00pm Keld 
Resource Centre 
Extracted from a 1984 interview with 
Maggie-Joe, the talk includes memories 
of school days, farming and 
cheesemaking whilst growing up on a 
remote hill farm on Oxnop Pass in the 
early 1900õs. Told in the actual words 
of Maggie-Joe.                                                                  
Charge: Ã10 pp incs afternoon tea 
served after                                                         
26th May - Beldi Hill Lead Mine Walk 
10.30am ð 15.00 pm. Meet at Keld 
Resource Centre 
A guided walk visiting the Old Field 
Hush, Crackpot Hall and Swinnergill 
mines/smelt mill, and Low Plate 
dressing floor complex.  Will include an 
overview of the history of lead mining 
in Swaledale and the mining process. 
Please bring a packed lunch.  Dogs 
welcome on a lead. Rating: Moderate, 
narrow paths adjacent to steep drops 
Distance: approx. 4 miles                                                                   

Charge: Ã7.50 pp 

 
Full details and tickets available via 

Ticket Tailor, or  
Email helenguy47@gmail.com 

mailto:helenguy47@gmail.com
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More òbest readsó from 

book lovers 
 
Recommendations about good books 
that folks have read are still coming in, 
which is great.  
This month Marion Parnell writes: 
òThe Dales Detective Series by Julia 
Chapman, starting with òDate with 
Deathó, eight books so far and another 
in the pipeline, I donõt normally read  
òcosyó crime novels but these are fast 
paced and engrossing with many twists 
and turns, murders and mysteries 
involving Samson, Delilah and Tolpuddle 
the dog and as a bonus, set in the 
Dales.ó 
If you like detective stories set in a 
familiar landscape, check out Peter 
Robinsonõs prize-winning series 
featuring DCI Banks, as he works his 
way through gruesome (and some less 
gruesome, but not very) deaths, 
disasters and human despatches. With 
twenty eight books in the series 
thereõs plenty to get your teeth into 
for years to come. Best to read them 
in order, as you get very engrossed in 
the story of Banksõ life that develops 
through the novels. 
Peter Robinson was born in Leeds and 
latterly divided his time between 
Canada and Richmond, where he had a 
holiday home. The books are set in the 
fictional town of Eastvale in the Dales 
and you can amuse yourself by trying 
to work out which bits you think you 
recognise from where! 
Let me know about other books youõve 
read and enjoyed and weõll spread the 
word through the Gazette. 
 

elizabeth@bedfords.me.uk 
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 Readings show 

stargazing at its best 
   
Dozens of ôsky qualityõ metre readings 
have underlined the Yorkshire Dales 
National Parkõs status as an 
International Dark Sky Reserve. 
  
During 2023 the National Park 
Authority trialled permanent light 
metres at locations in Aysgarth, 
Garsdale, Grassington, Long Preston, 
Malham, Oughtershaw and Sedbusk.  
  
They consistently produced sky quality 
metre readings of above 21, indicating 
that the National Park offered 
stargazing at its best, with the stars 
of the Milky Way clearly visible. 
  
One-off readings were taken at a 
further 46 locations during 2023, 
including at Pendragon Castle in 
Mallerstang, Howgill Lane above 
Sedbergh, Cotter Force in Upper 
Wensleydale and Malham Tarn.  They 
also produced readings of above 21.  
  
The Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority has included the data in 
its second annual report to the US-
based certification body, Dark Sky 
International.   
  
The Yorkshire Dales National Park 
became an International Dark Sky 
Reserve in December 2020, at the 
same time as the North York Moors 
National Park.   
Since then the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority has increased 
engagement with local tourism 
businesses to promote the dark sky, 
particularly during the dark skies 

season running from October to 
March.  
  
The annual Dark Skies Festival took 
place this year from 9-24 
February.   It had more than 50 sell 
out events. 
  
Member Champion for Promoting 
Understanding at the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority, Derek Twine, 
said: òItõs fantastic that the National 
Park has International Dark Sky 
Reserve status. My thanks go to the 
volunteers who collected the sky 
quality metre readings.  Itõs great to 
see so many people working locally to 
protect the dark sky. In 2023 we saw 
several businesses, such as Stone 
House Hotel near Hawes, lead the way 
by installing dark sky friendly lighting 
at their sites.  
  
òSince submitting our annual report to 
the international association, weõve 
held the 9th Dark Skies Festival, in 
February. Businesses such as 
accommodation providers, pubs and 
outdoor activity providers have told us 
they benefited from increased 
tourism and revenue during the 
festival period. 
  
òItõs exciting to look ahead too.  Weõve 
struck up a partnership with Melbecks 
Parish Council to look at how we can 
help create a dark sky friendly 
village.   And we will continue to 
support communities and 
organisations, not least through our 
planning service, to ensure external 
lighting is well designed ð with light 
cast down to where it is needed, not 
angled up into the sky.ó 

https://darksky.org/?s=yorkshire+dales&post_type=darksky_place
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/things-to-do/whats-on/shows/dark-skies-festival/
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SALES ð LETTINGS ð MANAGEMENT 
FREE ôNO OBLIGATIONõ MARKET APPRAISAL AVAILABLE 

UPON REQUEST 

6 Bridge Street 
Bedale 
DL8 2AD 

01677 422282 
 

bedale@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

14 Queens Road 
Richmond 
DL10 4AG 
01748 

822473/822967 
 

richmond@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

25 Market Place 
Leyburn 
DL8 5AS 

01969 622194 
 

leyburn@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

www.normanfbrown.co.uk  

 

Northern Lights above Upper Wensleydale, taken on Sunday 3 March 
2024. Credit: YDNPA  

mailto:bedale@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:bedale@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:richmond@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:richmond@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:leyburn@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:leyburn@normanfbrown.co.uk
http://www.normanfbrown.co.uk


REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

10 

 Wensleydale Concert 

Series 2024 
As we begin our 9th year of concerts 
at St. Andrewõs Church in Aysgarth, 
we are proud to bring an ambitious 
programme of EIGHT concerts 
between May and September to 
Wensleydale. Our concerts feature 
musicians with international 
reputations and a wonderfully diverse 
programme of music. 
The series starts on Saturday 11th 
May with the Jervaulx Singers. The 
Jervaulx Singers are a Yorkshire 
based professional soloist choir 
including singers from across the UK 
from choral and operatic traditions. 
They will be performing the beautiful 
and dramatic "A German Requiem" by 
Brahams accompanied by the 
composer's own 4-hand piano version 
of the score. The two solo parts are 
performed by members of the choir. 
We have two concerts in June, both 
featuring the wonderful pianist Daniel 
Grimwood who is a regular and 
favourite with our audience. On 
Saturday 15th he is joined by the 
Australian pianist Yasmin Rowe and 
their programme features romantic 
works and Stravinskyõs wild and 
dramatic Rite of Spring, which caused 
a riot at its Paris premiere!. On  Friday 
21st Daniel is joined by the 
amazing Azerbaijani-born violinist 
Nazrin Rashidova to give a beautiful 
and varied violin and piano recital 
including works by Arvo Pªrt, Grieg, 
and Szymanowski and more. 
On Saturday 6th July married couple 
Benjamin Frith & Heidi Rolfe join us 
for another 4-hand piano recital 
including music by Field, Satie, 
Schubert and Brahms and featuring 

Rimsky-Korsakovõs colourful 
Scheherazade. 
The Herschel Trio 
(right) joins us on 
Saturday 27th 
July. Named after the 
famous astronomer, 
and North-East 
composer, the 
Herschel Trio (flutes, 
harpsichord and viol) 
is bringing us a 
baroque performance entitled "Baroque 
Britannia!" including works by Handel, 
Arne, Purcell and Finger with 
traditional airs by Oswald, O'Carolan, 
together with Welsh airs and a North/
North-East connection with music by 
Avison, Garth, and Herschel. 
Internationally recognised pianist, 
Ashely Fripp is performing on Saturday 
17th August with  a programme of 
Schubert/Liszt transcriptions from 
Schwanengesang, a selection JS Bach 
Prelude and Fugues from the Well-
Tempered Clavier (Book 1) and two late 
Beethoven sonatas. 
Get your dancing shoes on for Saturday 
7th September when we welcome Tango 
Siempre. 
Tango Siempre have toured the UK and 
Europe since 1998 with projects 
ranging from traditional tango dance 
shows to collaborations with 
orchestras, contemporary dance 
companies and jazz musicians. They are 
unique in having three composers/
arrangers within the band. Their 
repertoire consists exclusively of 
original compositions and of music that 
they have transcribed and arranged 
from historical recordings of the great 
Argentinian orchestras and of Astor 
Piazzollaõs Nuevo Tango ensembles. 
They have also appeared on BBC 
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DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴǎ κ wƻƻŬƴƎ 

YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŬǩƴƎ κ WƻƛƴŜǊȅ 

.ŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ǎǳƛǘŜǎ κ ¢ƛƭƛƴƎ  

tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

tŀǝƻǎ κ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ κ DǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

CǊŜŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ κ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ 

No Job too small 

D Reynoldson 

11, Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond  

North Yorkshire, DL11 6SD 

01748884309 / 07792458801 

Email: david.reeth1@outlook.com 

Dales Reyno-Vations 

Strictly Come Dancing and were the 
driving force behind the massive hit 
touring show Midnight Tango 
featuring Vincent Simone and Flavia 
Cacace. 
Our final concert is on Saturday 21st 
September. Russian pianist Vitaly 
Piasarenko is in great demand, and has 
performed in over 30 countries in solo 
recitals and as concerto soloist with 
major orchestras around the world. He 
was the winner of the 8th 
International Franz Liszt Piano 
Competition in Utrecht and took 3rd 
prize in the Leeds Piano competition in 
2015. His programme will include works 
by Liszt and Schubert. 
Full details of all our concerts can be 
found at our 
website: www.wensleydaleconcertseries
.co.uk 
All concerts are at 7.30pm in St 
Andrewõs Church, Aysgarth 
Tickets are Ã20 or Ã1 (for under 18s 
and full-time students) at the door or 
Ã18/Ã1 when purchased in advance. 
You can order tickets with a printed 
programme for Ã1.50 extra. Heavily 
discounted season tickets available for 
Ã97 for all 8 concerts. 
Parking is Ã1.50 at the Pay and Display 
car park (there is limited disabled 
parking at the church ð please let us 
know on 01969 663026 in advance.) 
Tickets can be purchased online (please 
visit our website), by phone on 0333 
666 3366 (quote date, artist name(s) 
and Wensleydale Concert Series) or by 
post using the printable booking form 
available on our website or in brochures 
which will be distributed around the 
Dales shortly. 
I look forward to seeing many of you 
for another great series of concerts. 

Carol Haynes 

http://www.wensleydaleconcertseries.co.uk/
http://www.wensleydaleconcertseries.co.uk/
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YORKSHIRE FOOT 
CLINICS 

Podiatry/Chiropody 
Alex Kravchenko MChS, BSc Pod (Hons) 
Nail cutting, callus, corns &  

ingrowing nails 
All treated in the comfort of your 

home 
Tel. Richmond 850020 
Or Hawes 667449 

Always insist on state registered 

Lady Interior Decorator  
Painting & Decorating, Competitive rates  

Established 30 Years: Based in Richmond 

Free estimates, Friendly advice, Est 29 years 

Call Yvonne on: 07838378836             

Email: yvonnesdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

TLC@Gunnerside talk ð 
Local legend Bob Guy spills the 

beans 
 
Lifelong Swaledale resident Bob Guy 
will be remembering his early childhood 
and years farming up on Oxnop Pass, as 
well as his work as a builder, in which 
he has probably worked on every house 
in the dale.  Expect funny anecdotes 
and unique insights into what life was 
like over the past 70 years 
in Swaledale.  There will be an 
opportunity to ask Bob questions at 
the end of the talk.  
Everyone welcome, TLC members free 
(Ã10 annual membership) Ã4 for 
guests, yummy goodies and beverages 
included. Thursday 25 April 7.30pm 
Gunnerside Village Hall  

Sue Barron 884937 
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Hudson House 
Centre 
Reeth 

Owned by the Community of  

the Two Dales 
 

Community 

¶  Gallery 

¶  Learning 

¶  Library 

¶  Orchard 

¶  Transport 

National Park Centre 

North Yorkshire CC 

Police 

Richmondshire DC 

Swaledale Festival 
 

Business Forum 

Hot drinks vending machine 

Internet & WiFi 

Local notices & information 

Meeting Rooms 

Tourist Information & Shop 
 

Open all year 

7 days a week 

See website for times 
 

Silver Street Craft Unitôs  

managed by Hudson House.   

For all enquiries contact  

Jill May. 
 

01748 884485 

www.hudsonhouse.info 

West Burton Art Group 
 
This talented group from the 
Dales produces some amazing art work. 
All the artists are amateurs, most are 
retired and painting is their hobby. 
The prices of their works for sale 
reflect this, but the quality of the 
work does not.  
 
The artists meet every Wednesday in 
the hall where they exhibit,  
West Burton Village Hall DL8 4JY. 
 
They are holding an Easter Exhibition 
of their work on Saturday 30th  and 
Sunday 31st March, 10am - 4pm so if 
this copy of the gazette is out before 
then you are cordially invited to visit 
and to take home an original artwork 
that wonõt break the bank. 
Entrance is free but donations are 
welcome and proceeds go to 
The Herriot Hospice. 

Dinah Francis 

http://www.hudsonhouse.info
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The Wensleydale School and Sixth 
Form is currently oversubscribed for 
September and is working hard to 
arrange additional transport for new 
students out of the catchment area. 
The school has also taken in 20 new 
students since the start of the 
academic year which is a reflection of 
its impact within the community. 
The journey to this point has been 
steady and gradual, under 
Headteacher Julia Polley, who has 
been at the school for eight years. 
Changes have been made to foster a 
culture of good behaviour and safety. 
Plus some adaptations made during 
covid have become a permanent 
feature to facilitate a calm and safe 
environment. These include a ban of 
phones and split breaks and lunches so 
students can have more space with 
their peers during these times. The 
uniform has also been relaxed, yet 
maintains a clean and professional 
finish to reflect the down-to-earth 
ethos of the school. 
With no supply teachers having taught 
at the school in the past four years, 
the teaching is strong and the 
dedicated staff provide a stable and 
familiar environment for students.The 
school is fully inclusive and takes 
children of all abilities and social and 
emotional needs, with all staff highly 
trained to meet SEND needs. 
Headteacher Julia Polley, who is a 
teaching head and therefore knows 
students well, is a big believer that 
whatever is good for children with 
SEND needs, is good for all. 

As a result of such changes, poor 
behaviour in the school is low and 
academic achievements are on the 
incline. 
The most recent Ofsted report states: 
òLeaders have constructed a carefully 
planned and appropriately sequenced 
curriculum.  Where this curriculum is 
strongest, lessons are exciting and 
engaging for all pupilsó. Plus: òLeaders 
have strong ambitions for pupils at the 
school. There are high expectations for 
behaviour and conduct. Staff share 
this vision and ensure that every pupil 
has the opportunity to flourish. Pupils 
speak with pride about the inclusive 
nature of the school, telling inspectors 
ôWe are a tight-knit communityõ.ó 
Alongside five academic lessons each 
day, students can choose from a vast 
range of extra-curricular activities 
through the school's enrichment 
programme which is a fundamental part 
of the school day. Activities include 
climbing, chess, Mandarin, cooking, 
darts, various sports, the school 
newspaper, drama club, calligraphy and 
much more. Additionally the school has 
a fully staffed Combined Cadets Force 
(CCF) with 40 students who parade 
twice a week. The school is immensely 
proud to be the only state school in 
North Yorkshire to have a CCF. 
Mental health support is also embedded 
into the heart of the school culture, 
with onsite counsellors and support 
from NHSõ Wellbeing in Mind team. The 
school uses restorative practice and 
restorative justice and parents and 
students are encouraged to talk openly 
with school staff. 
Headteacher, Julia Polley, says: òWe 
believe that by investing in our staff, 
creating consistency and setting clear 
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 expectations, children have the 
security and support they need to truly 
engage with the curriculum and reach 
their potential.  A famous quote says, ôa 
little progress every day adds up to big 
resultsõ. This perfectly sums up the last 
eight years of my time at the school. I 
am extremely proud of all we have 
achieved at the school and we welcome 
children from all backgrounds and of all 
abilities to join us.ó 
To find out more about The 
Wensleydale school please email or call:  
Admin@wensleydaleschool.net, 01969 
622244. 

mailto:Admin@wensleydaleschool.net


REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

16 

 

òThrough the new work programme, the 
National Park Authority will provide Ã2m of 
grants to the National Parkõs farmers and 
landowners through the Farming in 
Protected Landscapes programmeó. 
Image of a Thwaite hay barn 

Ambitious New Work 

Programme for National 

Park 
Members of the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority met in 
February and agreed an ambitious 
Ã13.1m work programme for 2024/25 
which represents a significant increase 
in expenditure to support delivery of 
its key objectives and ambitions. 
While the Authorityõs core government 
grant remains flat for an 8th year, 
Defra have provided additional Capital 
Funding of Ã500k. On top of 
significant external income secured by 
the National Park Authority through a 
variety of externally backed projects, 
this means the Authority can: 

¶Provide Ã2m of grants to the National 
Parkõs farmers and landowners through 
the Farming in Protected Landscapes 
programme. 

¶Continue the Tees-Swale project, 
restoring peatland, hay meadows, 
woodland and other priority habitats 
across Swaledale and Arkengarthdale. 

¶Provide new, Education and Outreach 
projects: Championing National Parks 
for everyone, and the National Citizen 
Service project.  

¶Facilitate an extensive volunteers 
programme, young ranger, ôUpskill Down 
Daleõ youth engagement programme, 
and apprenticeships, developing skills 
that lead to employment in the 
environmental sector. 

¶Implement the Coast to Coast 
National Trail through the National 
Park, and a variety of other ambitions. 
Derek Twine, Deputy Chair of the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority and Chair of the Finance 
and Resources Committee said: 

òThe ambition in this yearõs work 
programme is clear to see. Thanks to 
important income streams and 
the additional government capital 
funding, we have been able to commit 
to supporting farmers and landowners 
in accessing critical new grant funding, 
provide opportunities for 
underrepresented groups to 
experience the joy of visiting a 
National Park, and much more.  
òHowever, the very real pressure on 
our core government grant funding 
remains and the outlook beyond 
2024/25 looks much less positive. 
The ôFarming in Protected Landscapesõ 
programme and ôGrow Back Greenerõ 
project are both scheduled to end in 
March 2025 and continuing 
uncertainty over the Countryõs public 
finances in general means itõs difficult 
to anticipate how our core grant, 
currently only Ã5.2m, will be impacted 
beyond next year. As a result, all of 
the Authorityõs plans and ambitions 
for the future face a degree of 
uncertaintyó. 
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THE OLD TEMPERANCE 

BOOKSHOP 
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 Local author and 

printmaker become 

partners in crime   
Swaledale writer, Susan Parry, is known 
for her crime novels about forensic 
archaeologist, Dr Mills Sanderson but 
recently she has completed the first 
book in a new series featuring DI 
Miriam Abbott, Head of the Regional 
Unsolved Crime Unit, who has three 
investigations to solve in a few months. 
But Susan also had a problem to crack: 
she needed an eye-catching illustration 
for the cover for this first book 
because it would define 
the style of the entire 
series.  
She found the solution 
at a special exhibition 
of Hester Coxõs work in 
the Dales Countryside 
Museum, Hawes. It 
reflected the life of 
traditionally-managed 
upland hay meadows, 
including a series of 
Marie Hartley-inspired 
linocuts depicting the 
flowers, insects and 
birds of three meadows 
near Hesterõs home in Horton-in-
Ribblesdale. Simple lino prints of dales-
inspired scenery was exactly what 
Susan was looking for, so she was 
delighted when Hester agreed to 
design a cover illustration for her. 
òOur collaboration has worked 
perfectly,ó Susan said. òHester was 
able to interpret and distil my half-
formed ideas into a striking image 
inspired by the Dales landscape. The 
bare trees and footprints in the 
moonlight, reflect the narrative of my 
book, which takes place over the 

winter. In fact, I had been struggling 
with a suitable title until I saw the 
final illustration, when the decision was 
made to call the book òTracks in the 
Darkó.  
Hester says, òHaving a degree in 
Illustration has meant that I've always 
been really interested in the 
connection between images and the 
written word. Designing a book cover 
has been a bit of a dream of mine so I 
was delighted when Susan approached 
me and excited that it was for the 
launch of a brand new series of novels. 
My linocut image is the result of a 

lovely to-and-fro 
process with Susan, a 
visual conversation, 
which resulted in a 
graphic image that I 
hope will entice her 
readers.ó 
Susan and Hester will 
be discussing their 
collaboration at events 
arranged by 
independent bookshops 
in the Yorkshire Dales: 
The Wonky Tree 
Bookshop, Leyburn, on 
April 4th; Limestone 

Books, Settle, on April 30th; and The 
Stripey Badger Bookshop, Grassington, 
on May 13th.  
Hesterõs artwork is currently on 
display at the Dales Countryside 
Museum, Hawes, where it is part of the 
ôCry of the Curlewõ exhibition. 
òTracks in Darkó is published on 31st 
March by Viridian Publishing ISBN 
9781738414901. Copies of the book 
will be available from all good 
bookshops & on Kindle.  
Photo: Susan Parry & Hester Cox with 
the print. 


