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 Hudson House 
Your valuable community asset 

Rooms for hire 
Suitable for meetings, lectures, talks,  

training or social events.  
The Meeting Room - maximum of 30 

people. 
The Meeting Place (evenings only) ð 

maximum of 10 people. 
Access to PCs, Internet, printer, photo-
copier, laminator and kitchen facilities. 

 
The Orchard Gallery for hire 

Suitable for exhibitions of paintings,  
photographs and other artwork.  
Own entrance through the garden.  
Sales can be handled for you. 

For prices (special rates for community use),  
bookings or more information please 
contact Jill May on 01748 884 485 or  

admin@hudsonhouse.info 

On a different level:  

Open Gardens at  

Low Row  
 

Saturday 29th June 
Nature enthusiasts and curious minds 
are invited to delve into the botanical 
wonders of Upper Swaledale at the 
upcoming Low Row Open Garden Day.  
Scheduled for Saturday, June 29th, 
from 10:30 am to 4:00 pm, On a 
different level will be the first ever 
open gardens event in Swaledale, 
providing an opportunity to witness the 
resilience and variety of plant life 
thriving in the local climate. Featuring 
13 diverse gardens, from the more 
manicured front lawns to an array of 
wild flowers, attendees can observe 
firsthand the wide range of plants 
flourishing in Upper Swaledale's unique 
ecosystem. 
Neil Jackson, Chair of The Low Row 
Institute, "The Open Gardens serves 
two main purposes. To show that many 
different types of plants can thrive in 
Upper Swaledale. And to encourage and 

inspire people to 
have a go at 
developing their 
own outdoor 
space. No matter 
the size or 
location." 

Tickets and maps for the event are 
available for Ã5 per adult from the Low 
Row Institute. Children are free.  
Proceeds from the event will be split 
equally between Low Row Institute and 
Sustainable Swaledale.   
The Institute will also be open during 
the day with refreshments and a plant 
sale.  Unfortunately no dogs are 
allowed.                            Ruth Fawcett 

mailto:admin@hudsonhouse.info
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 Gazette Management 

Team 
Chairman:  Susan Miller  
Longstone, Low Row, Richmond 
DL11 6NA 
Tel: 01748 886 358 
E-mail: chairman@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Secretary:  Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond,  
DL11 6PE 
Tel: 01748 886 292 
E-mail: secretary@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Editor:  Jackie Pope 
Guildy Hall, Muker, Richmond,  
DL11 6QG 
Tel: 07885 498676 
E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Treasurer:  Andrew Bedford 
Glory Be, Blades, Richmond, DL11 6PS 
Tel: 01748 886 974 
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Subscriptions:  Elsie Whitehead  
5 Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond,  
DL11 6SD 
Tel: 01748 884 132 
E-mail: subscription@reethGazette.co.uk 
  
  

Distribution:  Trevor Brown  
The Cottage, Healaugh, Richmond, 
DL11 6UA 
Tel:    01748 884 111 

Published by  
The Reeth & District Gazette Ltd. 
Company Number: 06541854  
c/o The Company Secretary 

Andrew Bedford, Glory Be, Blades 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL11 6PS 

Tel: 01748 886 974  
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

No material may be reproduced in 
whole or in part without permission. 
Whilst every care is taken for 
accuracy, the publishers cannot be 
held legally responsible for any errors 
or opinions in articles, listings or 
advertisements. 
  

ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

The Editor welcomes feedback 
At the editorõs discretion, your 

feedback will be published with Editor 
responses as appropriate. 
 Please send feedback to 
editor@reethGazette.co.uk 

Gazette Deadlines 

  

The deadlines for the next  
two months are: 

 
July issue: June 11th 
August issue: July 9th 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this cannot be 
guaranteed and is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette 
 

To post a copy of this Gazette to a 
friend or relative will require a Large 
Letter size and will cost Ã2.10 second 
class, or Ã2.90 first class. 
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SALES ð LETTINGS ð MANAGEMENT 
FREE ôNO OBLIGATIONõ MARKET APPRAISAL AVAILABLE 

UPON REQUEST 

6 Bridge Street 
Bedale 
DL8 2AD 

01677 422282 
 

bedale@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

14 Queens Road 
Richmond 
DL10 4AG 
01748 

822473/822967 
 

richmond@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

25 Market Place 
Leyburn 
DL8 5AS 

01969 622194 
 

leyburn@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

www.normanfbrown.co.uk  

mailto:bedale@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:bedale@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:richmond@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:richmond@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:leyburn@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:leyburn@normanfbrown.co.uk
http://www.normanfbrown.co.uk
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 Summer Sunday Dalebus 

Services 
 
The popular Sunday DalesBus 
services are already running in 
Swaledale for the summer season, 
continuing every Sunday until 
20th October, providing lots of 
opportunities to visit different parts 
of the beautiful Yorkshire Dales 
National Park. 
As usual, Northern DalesBus 831 runs 
up Swaledale from Richmond 
(departing at 1040)  via Grinton, 
Reeth (1105), Low Row, Gunnerside and 
Muker (1132), and crosses the 
spectacular Buttertubs Pass to Hawes, 
home to the Dales Countryside Museum 
and Wensleydale Creamery.  After a 
short break, thereõs an opportunity to 
catch DalesBus 832 to Ribblehead, 
Ingleton or Kirkby Lonsdale.   
The return bus leaves Kirkby Lonsdale 
at 1530 arriving back in Hawes at 
1625. The bus continues from Hawes 
at 1640 for the return journey on 
Northern DalesBus 831 arriving 
in Muker at 1702, Reeth at 1730 
and Richmond around 1800. These 
buses also run on Bank Holiday 
Mondays. 
Following many requests Northern 
DalesBus 830 returns this year, providing 

access from Upper Swaledale to 
Richmond on Summer Sundays.  It runs 
from Ribblehead Station at 1045 
(connecting with the train from Leeds), 
Hawes Market Place at 1105, Muker at 
1132 and Reeth at 1200, returning from 
Richmond at 1645. 
The current national fare cap on bus 
fares applies to all these services, so 
each single journey costs just Ã2  (Ã1 for 
under 19s). 
These services are run by Arriva North 
East as part of the DalesBus network 
managed by Dales and Bowland Community 
Interest Company, with support from 
Friends of the Dales, Friends of the 
Settle Carlisle Line, the Jack Brunton 
Charitable Trust, North Yorkshire 
Council and the Settle Carlisle Railway 
Development Company.  Full details are in 
timetable leaflets available locally and 
online at www.dalesbus.org 

http://www.dalesbus.org/
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 Keld Resource Centre 
Events for June and July 

 
9th Jun - Pottery: Sculptured Clay 
Bowl Workshop 10:00am-15:00pm  
Keld Resource Centre 
Suzie Wright will help you create a 
glazed/fired bowl sculptured in clay 
which will be imprinted with leaves and 
items collected from around Keld.  Old 
clothes and/or an apron are 
recommended!  Your work will be glazed 
and fired, & returned for collection or 
local delivery 2-3 weeks later.  Please 
bring a packed lunch.  
Refreshments served during the day.                        
Charge: Ã60.00 pp incs all material 
23rd  Jun - Wild Flower Walk 
11:00am ð 15:00pm Meet outside 
Keld Resource Centre 
Join our short, guided walk led by Dr 
Sue Knight exploring the rich and 
varied flora of the Upper Dale.   
Please bring a packed lunch. Distance: 
approx 4 miles, Rating: Easy                                                                                      
Charge: Ã7.50 pp 
7th  Jul - Exploring Kisdon Hill 
10:30am - 14:30pm  Meet outside 
Keld Resource Centre 
A high-level circumnavigation and 
crossing of Kisdon Hill outward via the 
Corpse Route and returning via the 
Pennine Way. Please bring packed lunch.  
Distance: approx 4 miles.  Rating: 
Moderate as some steep hillside paths.  
Dogs welcome on leads.    Charge Ã7.50 
pp 
14th Jul - Landscape Felting 
Workshop 10:00am ð 15:30pm  Keld 
Resource Centre 
Learn how to make a unique felted 
landscape, with Louise Curnin, inspired 
by the spectacular scenery of the 
Upper Dale. Please bring a packed 
lunch. Refreshments provided during 

the day.                         
Charge Ã55 pp to inc all materials 
21st  Jul - An Afternoon with Bob 
Guy 14:00pm ð 16:00 pm  Keld 
Resource Centre 
Lifelong Swaledale resident Bob Guy will 
be remembering his early years farming 
up on Oxnop Pass as well has his work as 
a builder.  Expect funny anecdotes. 
Afternoon teas served afterwards                                                            
Charge:Ã10 pp 
Full details and tickets available via 

Ticket Tailor, or  
Email helenguy47@gmail.com 

mailto:helenguy47@gmail.com
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 THE OLD TEMPERANCE 

BOOKSHOP 

wŜŜǘƘΣ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΣ 5[мм с¢9 

¢ŜƭΦ лмтпу уупмур 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ōƻƻƪǎ ϧ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ 

ŎǊŀƊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ 

.ŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴ wŜŜǘƘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
рл ȅŀǊŘǎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ wŜŜǘƘ 
9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ 
/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǝƳŜǎΥ 
мΦолǇƳ - пΦллǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎΣ {ŀǘ  
млΦолŀƳ - пΦллǇƳ CǊƛ 

On Mondays 3rd  and 17th  June, we 
shall  be OPEN ONLY from 3pm to 

4-30pm.  

 

info 
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 The Ice Cream Parlour 

Celebrates 25 Years 

 
In April 1999 Peter and I were married. 
We were looking for a new business. The 
plan was that I would carry on teaching 
and Peter would run the business. I was 
keen on a place in the Orkney islands but 
the only properties that came up there 
were petrol stations! 
Then we found Mavis Brown's White 
House Craft Shop in Reeth. We loved it - 
the village, the view, the pubs and the 
people. 
It wasn't long before we had come up 
with the idea of an Ice Cream Parlour. 
People tell us now that they thought it 
was a crazy idea and they thought we 
would only last a few months. 
We took possession of the property in 
January 1999, married in April and spent 
our honeymoon decorating and running 
back and forth to B & Q.  
We opened one sunny day in May. I can't 
remember the exact date. We were all 
spick and span, dressed in our best with 
crisp new aprons. We tried to scoop our 

first ice cream and to our horror found 
that it was not as easy as we had 
imagined. We had a hasty practice and 
produced such messy ice creams that we 
shut up shop and took off for the 
day.  We visited as many ice-cream 
outlets as possible and watched avidly as 
they skilfully scooped the soft stuff! 
After an evening of practising we tried 
again! 
We have never looked back. One of the 
things Peter and I loved best about our 
new life was meeting such a host of 
interesting and different people. Ice 
cream appeals to everyone from all walks 
of life. Characters from every corner of 
Britain and indeed the world began to 
walk through our doors, and we have loved 
serving them and appreciating their 
differences.  Some have become regulars; 
others have visited every year and we 
have made such lovely friends. 
After a couple of years, we welcomed our 
first baby, Eva and three years later, 
Ralph. I reduced my teaching hours to 
mornings only. When we got busy in the 
afternoons I would pop the baby in the 
pram, run along the cobbles to send them 

to sleep, and then 
grab my scoop. My 
poor children had 
terrible sleeping 
habits! 
Scooping ice cream 
kept us busy, and we 
didn't have time for 
many family holidays.  
However Swaledale is 
such a beautiful place 
to live that we really 
didn't need holidays. 
We often 
cooked breakfast at 
the water splash and 
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 enjoyed picnic teas in the Orchard. 
The Swaledale festival brought talented 
musicians through our doors and Peter's 
guitar hanging on the wall provided 
opportunities for impromptu concerts. I 
particularly remember when three cellists 
walking the coast to coast stopped for an 
ice cream and spent the afternoon playing 
beautiful music in the sunshine outside 
the parlour.  
Marrick Priory have always been great 
friends and we have regularly opened in 
the evenings for parties of children to 
enjoy an ice cream and play the puzzles 
and games. One school used to bring their 
musical instruments and the parlour would 
burst with the sound of enthusiastic if 
not tuneful trumpets, flutes and 
recorders! We have long suffering 
neighbours! 
The Tour de France was a great occasion. 
There was such an exciting build up. We 
dressed the parlour up with bicycle 
wheels and bunting and called on all our 
lovely student work force to help. When 
the race came through, we locked up and 
ran to watch and I remember returning to 
see a wall of people turn from the road 
and head in our direction. We served into 
the evening when people came with beer 
glasses in hand.  
I cannot believe how fast the years have 
flown by. When Peter passed away in 
September 2021, I wondered whether it 
was time to move on. However, it didn't 
take me long to realise that the Ice 
Cream Parlour and Reeth was the place 
where we had been our happiest and so I 
chose to stay. 
I have made a few changes during the 
past two years. I often smile to myself 
when I think what Peter would say about 
my snazzy new till and my host of vintage 
teapots! 

He was always a bit grumpy about serving 
teas and coffees, especially when 
someone might want a 'decaf cappuccino 
with oat milk!'  ôYou're in bloody 
Yorkshire now you know' he was once 
heard to say! 
Our coffee continues to be popular and 
we are really enjoying serving 
the delicious cakes made by the talented 
bakers at the Angelshare bakery. 
Many of our young student work force 
have grown up and moved on to 
successful jobs and new enthusiastic 
youngsters have replaced them.  Maggie 
and Ann have joined our merry band of 
scoopers and help me so much in the 
smooth running of the parlour. We love 
to provide a place for people to meet up. 
The Craft Group and the Reeth Writers 
regularly meet at the parlour, and we 
have stayed open over the winter months 
and welcomed hardy locals looking for a 
treat and a friendly chat.  
And so, 25 years have passed and I would 
very much like to say a heartfelt 
thankyou to all our lovely customers and 
friends who have supported us, made us 
smile and helped to make those years so 
very happy. 
Happy Birthday Cuckoo Hill View Ice 
Cream Parlour! 

Sarah Midgley 
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DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴǎ κ wƻƻŬƴƎ 

YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŬǩƴƎ κ WƻƛƴŜǊȅ 

.ŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ǎǳƛǘŜǎ κ ¢ƛƭƛƴƎ  

tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

tŀǝƻǎ κ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ κ DǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

CǊŜŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ κ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ 

No Job too small 

D Reynoldson 

11, Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond  

North Yorkshire, DL11 6SD 

01748884309 / 07792458801 

Dales Reyno-Vations 

TLC@Gunnerside talk ð 
Flower arranging demonstration 
Thursday 27 June 7.30 
Gunnerside Village Hall 

Who among us hasnõt faffed with their 
foliage or diddled with their dahlias, 
trying to produce a flower arrangement 
that looks half decent? 
Well, donõt despair, help is on hand in 
the shape of Shannon McIntyre from 
Fern and Feathers in Hawes.  Sheõs 
going to show us how to create 
wonderful floral decorations at our 
next meeting.  And all the designs she 
makes are going to be raffled at the 
end.  If your conscience wonõt trouble 
you too much, you could always pass it 
off as your own, should you be 
fortunate enough to win one. 
Guests are very welcome for just Ã2, 
which includes tasty home bakes and 
drinks, and a bit of a chat. 

Sue Barron 884937 
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net 

Duck Race Update 

 
I would like to say a big thank you to 
everyone who turned out for the Duck 
Race on May 6th.  It was good weather for  
ducks - pouring down and the river rose 
four inches during the race!  Well done 
everyone as only one duck was lost! 
Thank you for giving prizes, and buying 
ducks and raffle tickets.  We raised 
Ã1,100 for St Maryõs Church in 
Arkengarthdale, which was a great result. 
Thank you also to the ladies who did the 
refreshments. 

Gladys Atkinson,  
Church Warden 
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 Whatõs going on at the 

Hub? 

 
HEARTS AND CRAFTS - Guided and 
inspired by artists, the fortnightly 
Hearts and Crafts group have created 
glazed clay birds, printed cards and 
clay tiles plus abstract watercolours 
inspired by Handpan Joe's mesmerising 
music. Not only is each session a 
surprise, the hidden talents of this 
wonderful group have been too! Keep 
your eye out for news on a community 
project that's coming up soon. 
SELL-OUT CONCERT RAISES Ã1014 
FOR ST MARYõS CHURCH AND 
ARKENGARTHDALE COMMUNITY 
HUB ð Thank you to everyone who 
supported Reeth Brass Band, The 
Pearls, The Hub Pop-Up Choir and The 
Zumba Flash Mob at their sell-out 
concert on 6th April. It was a wonderful 
evening, full of fun and great 
entertainment for everyone.  
Thank you again to all our fantastic 
performers who gave up their time, the 
Hub committee for helping with 
refreshments and to everyone who 
donated raffle prizes. You will have a 
chance to hear the groups again on 
Friday, 11th October when they will be 
performing as part of Pinktober in aid 
of Cancer Research. More details will 
follow soon. 
RAISED BEDS PROJECT UPDATE - 
Our dedicated horticulture group are 
working hard on the churchyard and 
raised bed projects. After successfully 
securing a grant from the Yorkshire 
Dales National Parkõs Sustainable 
Development Fund and with the help of 
willing volunteers, six raised beds have 
been assembled and painted for our 

community plot next to St Maryõs 
Church. In addition, thanks to Andrew 
Stonesõ family who kindly donated 
seeds and soil, four wooden planters 
have been painted and sited next to 
memorial benches outside the church.  
The plan is to fill the planters with 
meadow flowers and bulbs so if anyone 
has any spare bulbs they will be 
gratefully received. Our overall vision 
is to enhance the churchyard for 
residents and visitors and create areas 
of interest and enjoyment.  
The vegetable garden will be filled with 
plenty of produce for everyone to help 
themselves and we also hope you will 
help us to tidy up and weed the area, as 
required, please. The adjacent wooden 
box will be used for displaying the 
produce for collecting.  
This is an exciting project for the 
whole Dale and we welcome advice, help 
and support from everyone so please 
feel free to pop up and join us or 
donate seeds, plants or time. A huge 
thank you to everyone involved so far. 
If anyone would like to take part in 
this project please contact the hub via 
a comment on our facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/groups/
arkengarthdalecommunityhub or email 
arkengarthdalehub@gmail.com. 
 
SAVE THE DATES! 
 
The church will also be hosting the 
following Swaledale Festival events in 
June ð for further information and to 
book tickets please visit https://
www.swalefest.org/Whats-On/
Programme 
Sunday, 2nd June at 4pm - NATRIO 
Trumpet heaven ð Back, Debussy, 
Britten and Ellington 
Tuesday, 4th June at 7:30pm ð REETH 
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 BRASS BAND - Evocative brass band 
sounds from our wonderful local band. 
Saturday, 8th June at 2pm ð THE 
PARISH OF SWALEDALE AND 
ARKENGARTHDALE STRAWBERRY 
AFTERNOON TEA ð- The Parish of 
Swaledale and Arkengarthdale is 
hosting a Strawberry Afternoon Tea to 
raise funds for the Parish. Full 
afternoon tea with strawberries and 
cream and conversation will be provided 
for the princely sum of Ã10! Everyone 
is welcome and you can just turn up on 
the day but if you would like come 
please let Penny OõRegan know so the 
organisers can get an idea of numbers. 
Thursday, 20th June at 7:30pm ð 
YORKSHIRE DALES MOORLAND 
GROUP ðJoin representatives from 
The Yorkshire Dales Moorland Group 
and hear about the work the group 
undertakes for our countryside, 
highlighting the positive environmental, 
conservation, economic and social 
benefits of managed moorlands. Find 
out about the roles of moorland 
gamekeepers and their duties, 
conservation projects and successes, 
heather management, predation, 
educational work and much more. 
Prepare to be enlightened and 
entertained. Tickets are Ã5 (including 
refreshments) and are available on the 
door.  
Thursday, 11th July at 7:30pm ð THE 
LAST YEARS OF THE 
ARKENGARTHDALE LEAD MINES 
1891-1914 - Dave Carlisle will talk 
about the network of lead mines that 
once existed in Arkengarthdale. He will 
guide us through the last few years of 
their working life and talk about the 
slow demise of an industry which has 
shaped the Dale. Tickets are Ã8 

(including refreshments) and are 
available in advance from Reeth Post 
Office, The Red Lion in Langthwaite, or 
on the door.  
Thursday, 19th September at 7:30pm ð 
CUTTING IT FINE ðRebecca and Jane 
from òCutting it Fineó will bring an 1886 
Victorian Afternoon Visiting Dress with 
all the layers and layers of petticoats, 
corset and crinoline which goes into this 
beautiful silk dress. They research 
every item in their collection to make 
sure it is as historically correct as 
possible and most of the items are 
handmade by Rebecca. They will explain 
the fabrics used and why the use of 
colour changed as well as cut and style 
over the centuries.  Tickets are Ã8 
(including a glass of fizz and nibbles) 
and are available from the Post Office 
and Gift Shop in Reeth, the Red Lion in 
Langthwaite, or on the door. Please note 
this is a ladiesõ only event. 
Thursday, 10th October at 7:30pm ð 
RARE EARTHS ð Les Knight will reveal 
all about Rare Earths ð a fascinating and 
important talk not to be 
missed.  Further details to follow. 
Date to be confirmed ð JOHN AND 
IANõS AUTUMN QUIZ WITH 
SUPPER  

Jill Lundberg 
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Lady Interior Decorator  
Painting & Decorating, Competitive rates  

Established 30 Years: Based in Richmond 

Free estimates, Friendly advice, Est 29 years 

Call Yvonne on: 07838378836             

Email: yvonnesdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

ÇŚĦÒ /łÒƑƑĎƑ     

 

Tuesdays 
      9.30-10.30 Reeth Memorial Hall 

  Introductory price Ã5  
(regular price Ã7). 

           
For details, contact Debbie 
yogadebbie@hotmail.com  
or 07707 683317 

London Marathon Thank 

You 
 
Sheila Mitchell would like to thank 
everyone for their generous donations 
to her London Marathon fundraising 
campaign for the Samaritans which 
raised over Ã4000. The day was an 
incredible experience for both Sheila 
and Robert, and for their family 
including six grandchildren, who were 
there to cheer Sheila on along the way. 

 

Sheila finished in 6:30:20 and is 
pictured at the finish on The Mall, 
London, April 21st 2024. 
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A. HOWARD JOINERY 
 

no job too small 

01748 884045 
andrewhowardjoinery@gmail.com  

Farmers Arms 

Community Purchase 

Update 
Itõs a crucial time for the Farmers 
Arms community purchase. By the time 
this article goes to press, we should 
know whether our grant application to 
the Community Ownership Fund has 
been successful and therefore whether 
we can go ahead.  
 
Following a successful pledge exercise, 
when over 400 pledges were received, 
the community share offer was 
launched on the 25th April and is due to 
conclude on the 25th May. At the time 
of writing, we are well on our way to 
reaching our target. 
 
At the same time the grant application 
for the Community Ownership Fund, 
made on the 8th April, is being 
considered by the government. Though 
weõre in the dark about when to expect 
a decision, we think it will be towards 
the end of May.   
 
On the assumption our application is 
accepted the next stage is the actual 
purchase of the Farmers Arms and the 
work needed to ensure everything is in 
place to allow us take over its 
operation, including finding and 
appointing an experienced, community 
minded, tenant. Though it might take 
time to find the right tenant, we 
intend to ensure that the pub will still 
be open, even if it means offering a 
limited service until the tenant is in 
place.  
 
If our application is rejected, there 
may be a final opportunity to re-apply 

in June, but this will depend on the 
reason for the rejection and the timing 
of the general election. The MCBS 
Management Committee will make a 
decision on the best way forward as 
soon as feasible.  
 
Whichever way the decision goes, weõd 
like to thank everyone who has given 
their support over the last eight 
months, without which we would never 
have had this opportunity.  
 
Fingers crossed!  

Richard Walls 
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 Muker Parish Council 

Minutes of Parish 

Meeting  

Held March 2024 

 
Present: Cllr Porter. Cllr Reynoldson, 
Cllr Rukin, Cllr Metcalfe and Cllr 
Calvert Chair presiding. 
Clerk: Mr Michael Cleminson.  
Apologies: Cllr Peacock. 
Matters Arising 
The Parish Councilõs discussions 

regarding the proposal to move Senior 

Upper Dales school children to Kirkby 

Stephen from September 2025 was fully 

reported in the May 2024 issue of the 

Reeth Gazette.  Ed. 

In summary The Parish  Council believe 

the policy proposal needs to carefully 

consider each area individually and 

exceptions in unique circumstances 

should be catered for by NYC using its 

discretionary powers.  Safety and child 

well-being must be paramount and 

financial considerations by NYC should 

not be the primary concern.  It was 

agreed that the Parish Council should 

communicate far and wide with Rt Hon 

Rishi Sunak MP and senior officials at 

NYC.  

Transparency code and Gov.UK domain 
and email addresses. The Clerk 
informed the meeting that the 
Government is trying to move Parish 
Councils to have their own website with 
a gov.uk domain and ultimately for 
Councillors and Clerks to have a Gov.UK 
email address; this is for security 
purposes.  The Council is required to 
publish Agendas, Minutes and any 
Financial Documents and anything 
connected to the function of the 
Council.  A Ã100.00 grant is available 

from the Government to assist with 
the purchase of a Gov.UK domain, 
however it is only available from a 
Government approved company, of 
which there are 250.  The Clerk has 
sought quotes from 3 companies on the 
list with set up costs varying from 
Ã400 to Ã1000.00, add on costs from 
approx. Ã200.00 per year.  The Parish 
Council is being moved into this 
consideration because NYC are ceasing 
to host Parish documents from 31st 
March 2025.  At the previous meeting 
Councillor Metcalfe suggested that we 
contact Yorkshire Local Councilõs 
Association (YLCA) to see if they had 
any capability of hosting council 
documents.  The Clerk has contacted 
YLCA, who have said they are 
considering being able to host 
documents for councils.  One of the 
companies the Clerk has contacted are 
believed to engaged with YLCA to try 
and enable hosting.  However, it is 
likely that a cost will be involved.  The 
Councillors decided that it would be 
more beneficial financially for the 
Parish Council to wait until the YLCA 
proposals are known before committing 
to one of the approved companies.  
This should be known by the end of 
April 2024.  
Emergency Planning. The clerk is in the 
process of arranging a meeting 
between representatives of Keld and 
Muker Village Halls regarding 
submitting grant applications to fund 
generators.  An Emergency Planning 
Officer has had a meeting with the 
representative of Keld Village Hall and 
a further meeting is to be arranged 
for representatives of Keld and Muker 
Village Halls to submit grant 
applications to Northern Powergrid to 
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 obtain a generator and satellite phone 
for each one.   
Car Parking Muker.  The Clerk has 
received a reply from NYC parking 
services, who were of the opinion that 
the land on which a resident received a 
parking ticket was not common land but 
belonged to Highways and that the 
issue of the ticket was valid.  The 
Parish Council is still firmly of the 
opinion that this is common land.  
Councillor Peacock pointed out that 
Highways actually own no land, it seems 
the only way this can be challenged is 
by legal process and appeal by anyone 
in receipt of a ticket.  The Clerk to 
forward relevant emails to Councillor 
Peacock for any further action. The 
issue in this case was proximity to the 
bend and junction with the car park 
more than land ownership. 
Highways 
NYC Winter Gritting Policy, as 
promised a meeting took place between 
2 Highways staff, Cllr Rukin and the 
Clerk on 23rd February 2024.  The 
meeting agreed the movement of grit 
bins to more suitable locations and the 
removal of one.  It was agreed that all 
the bins would be replenished more 
frequently than at present.  Councillor 
Rukin took the representatives to 
Level Hill Top 90-degree bend on the 
road to Tan Hill, and it was agreed 
that barriers and signage would be 
introduced to make motorists aware of 
this dangerous bend.  Councillor Rukin 
also noted that some yellow discs have 
been inserted into the road surface in 
a couple of locations one of which is 
where a wall is down near the entrance 
to Frith Lodge.  The only assumption is 
that these discs are markers for 
future works.   

Highways Inspection Manual ð The 
Clerk has an online copy of the manual 
and one is available on the NYC website.  
Key points are the depth of a pot hole 
should be more than 40mm and have 
sharp edges.  Any road side erosion 
should be deeper than 250mm.  All Grit 
Bins are not owned and replenished by 
Highways.  There is an online map which 
identifies Highwayõs Bins. 
NYC:See item regarding schooling 
proposal 
NALC:nothing to report 
YLCA:See transparency code above 
YDNPA  
Full planning permission for conversion 
of barn to an agricultural worker 
dwelling at   Great Bottom Barn, Muker, 
Richmond - R/06/275. By e-mail the 
Councillors supported this application 
Full planning permission for conversion 
of traditional stone barn to a camping 
barn at 
Barn west of Scarr House Force, 
Muker, DL11 6DW - R/06/151C. by e-
mail the Councillors decided again not 
to support this third application. 
Full planning permission for change of 
use of land to vehicle turning area at 
The Rash, Muker, Richmond, DL11 6QJ 
- R/06/175A. by email, the Councillors 
supported this application  which has 
since been approved. 
Lawful Development Certificate 
(Existing Use) in respect of change of 
use of former agricultural building to 
form dwelling and associated 
operational development of Skeugh 
Head Barn, Skeugh Head Lane, Angram 
DL11 6DU ð R/06/272A/LDC. It was 
the Parish Council that first reported 
this development without planning 
permission, consequentially the Parish 
Council did not support the application, 



REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

18 

 which was later refused.  Again, 
Councillors decided not to support this 
application as it is another example of 
a traditional barn in the Upper 
Swaledale Conservation Area being 
developed into a dwelling, altering its 
appearance and impacting upon the 
cultural heritage and beauty of the 
Dales. 
Correspondence/AOB:   
Councillor Metcalfe asked if the Parish 
Council had submitted a letter of 
support for the Community Acquisition 
of The Farmers Arms, Muker.  To date 
one has not been submitted, but it was 
agreed that a letter of support would 
be forwarded by the Clerk. 
 
Date and Time of Next Meeting:  
7.30pm Thursday 23rd May 2024 at 
Muker Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 9.25pm. 
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The Gazette is online: 
www.2dales.org.uk 

Cover photo, Meadows near Muker by 
Richard Walls of The Old School 
Gallery, Muker  

Keld Resource Centre 
                                                           

STUDY DAYS 
Our Keld study days provide an 
opportunity for the exploration of 
faith and spirituality. They offer the 
chance for learning, reflection and 
sharing in the òthin placeó that is Keld. 
They cover different themes and are 
led by a variety of speakers. We 
provide a relaxed, quiet and gentle 
atmosphere to which all are welcome. 
Each day lasts from 10.30 am to 
3.00pm, consisting of two major 
sessions, morning and afternoon. These 
are interspersed with time for 
conversation over coffee and lunch. For 
those who wish, there is also ample 
time to explore Keld and its 
surroundings. Our aim is to provide a 
setting where crucial questions about 
life and faith can be explored. We 
would love to see you there! 
 
Our next study day will be on Thursday 
July 4th. It will be led by Revd. Michael 
Pearson who will be acting as Minister 
in Residence at Keld from Sunday June 
29th.  His theme is ò Five Impossible 
Things to Believe before Christmas!ó. 
Sounds intriguing. We provide the 
drinks but ask you to bring your own 
packed lunch. The cost for the day is 
Ã10. 
If you would like to attend, please email 
Revd. David Wood at : 
david.wood4@btinternet.com 

mailto:david.wood4@btinternet.com
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Anniversary Celebrations 

at Low Row 

 
2024 is the 150th anniversary of the 
formation of the Low Row & Feetham 
Literary Institute, so the village is 
holding a celebration and historical 
exhibition over the weekend of 6/7th 
July.  Everyone is welcome to come and 
enjoy tea and cake while looking around 
the historical artefacts that will be on 
display.  The Institute will be open 
between 10am and 4pm both days. 
 
The Darlington & Richmond Herald for 
18th April 1874 reports that òabout 
eight weeks ago, a reading room was 
formed at Low Row, by some young 
men, who were desirous of improving 
themselves, and of becoming better 
acquainted with the leading topics of 
the day.  Having hired a cottage, they 
commenced with three or four daily 
and weekly papers, and a few books; 
and so successful has the undertaking 
been that already there are 65 
members enrolled.ó 
 
There was a trend towards Self Help 
and Adult Education in Victorian times, 
and so the Low Row community were 
maybe a little late off the mark in 
deciding they needed a Literary 
Institute and Reading Room.  The first 
Literary Institute in the Dale is 
thought to have been opened in Keld in 
1862, and the Institute in Muker dates 
from 1864, but the Rules for the 
Mechanicõs Institute that was opened 
in Reeth date from 1878, so the date 
of 1874 for Low Row & Feetham 
Literary Institute sounds right.  But it 
would be many years before the 

community could raise sufficient funds 
to erect a building specifically for the 
purpose. 

 
The Account 
Book for 1877 
shows that 
there was a 
membership 
subscription of 
one [old] Penny a 
week to use the 

rented Reading Room.  There were 34 
subscribing members at the start of 
1877, together with 11 further 
members who appear to have been in 
arrears.  It is not clear which books 
and newspapers were provided at the 
Reading Room, but the Accounts show 
that Ã1-3s-1d was spent on newspapers 
in 1876. 
 
There has been some debate about 
which cottage in the village was used as 
the original Reading Room, but it was 
later described as òan old miner's 
cottageó, that was òsmall, dark, damp 
and draughtyó.  The 1877 Accounts 
show that a half yearly rent of Ã1-2s-
6d was being òpaid to Mr Birkbeckó, so 
it would appear that this was to rent 
the Reading Room cottage.  From the 
census records it would seem that the 
rent went to John Clarkson Birkbeck, a 
òSolicitor and Landowneró, who was 
living at Hazel Brow House in 1871 and 
1881.   
 
Other records show that the Birkbeck 
family owned at least 6 Dwelling Houses 
in the village.  Raymond Alderson has 
the original 1877 Rate Book for 
Melbecks, and this shows that the only 
Birkbeck property that was rented at 
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 that time was Ralph Bank.  David 
Sinkerõs local history research 
suggests that Ralph Bank has in fact 
been 1, 2 and 3 dwellings at different 
times in the past, so the Reading 
Room could have been just a small 
part of the old building when it was 
what we would now describe as a 
house in multiple occupation.  Local 
memory suggests that there may once 
have been an external stairway to an 
upstairs room at Ralph Bank, so it is 
thought that that would be the most 
likely venue for the original Reading 
Room. 
 
The original Institute also organised 
community social events with a 
òFestivaló being held every Good 
Friday. The Darlington & Richmond 
Herald for 18th April 1874 reports 
that òOn Good Friday they held their 
first annual Tea Festival and Concert 
in the large room kindly placed at 
their disposal by Mr. William Airey at 
Haverdale Milló and that òupwards of 
400 people partook of teaó.  The 
Concert in the evening commenced 
òwith the large room being densely 
crowded with an admiring and well 
conducted companyó.  The names of 
many of the musicians and singers 
that provided the entertainment are 
listed, and this first Festival raised a 
total of Ã11 towards the purchase of 
further books for the Institute 
Reading Room. 
 
The Institute seems to have gone 
from strength to strength as the 
Richmond and Ripon Chronicle for 3rd 
April 1875 reported that the second 
Festival proceeded òin a highly 
satisfactory manner with not the 

slightest disturbance having taken 
place in a gathering of nearly eight 
hundred individualsó.  The article goes 
on to say that òa clear balance of near 
Ã20ó was made, and òit is hoped that 
the day is not far distant when a new 
Institute will be erected in Low Rowó.    
 
In fact it took almost another 25 
years before the village was able to 
open a purpose built Literary Institute 
and Reading Room.    
 
A plot of pasture land at Pithell Hill 
was acquired by the community from 
Francis Horner Lyell [the lord of the 
Manor of Healaugh Old Land], and 
management trustees for the proposed 
new building were admitted to the 
Annual Court Baron and Customary 
Court of the Manor on 27th May 1907. 
 
The community then launched an 
appeal for financial assistance to help 
fund the erection of òa building which 
shall serve as a Literary Instituteó and 
to furnish it.  The appeal document 
stated that òThe Committee are 
delighted with the earnest interest 
shown by the people of the district, 
and especially with that of the young 
men, who are giving a great deal of 
time to the work which is preparatory 
to the actual building, and thus saving 
considerable expenseó.   
 
The appeal also noted that òthe people 
of this thinly populated neighbourhood 
are doing what they can towards this 
desirable objectó, and that the 
Committee would be very grateful for 
any financial help òseeing that this is 
an almost purely working class 
community, and that the sum required 



REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

22 

 for the scheme is beyond our power to 
raise without the help of sympathisers 
and friends at a distanceó. 
 
The appeal for public subscriptions 
was successful, and a òSpecification of 
the Masons, Carpentersõ and Joinersõ, 
Plasterersõ & Slatersõ, Paintersõ, 
Plumbersõ & Glaziersõ works in the 
erection of a Literary Institute at Low 
Row, Swaledaleó was drawn up.  The 
committee of 12 trustees then signed 
a contract for the building work with 
Thomas Brown, a Stone Mason of 
Isles, Low Row on 9th January 1909.  
The Clerk of Works was William Pratt 
of Hazel Brow. 
 
Memorial foundation stones were laid 
on 14th April 1909 amid great 
celebrations.  Work proceeded apace, 
and the Yorkshire Observer for 31st 
March 1910 reported that the ònew 
buildings of the Low Row & Feetham 
Literary Institute were formally 
opened by Miss Dean, the niece of Mr 
J. W. Close of Leedsó on Easter 
Monday 1910 [the 28th March 1910].   
 
The Press Report on the official 
opening of the Institute records that 
the Rev. Thomas Clarke [the then 
Congregational Church minister] said 
that òin the erection of this building a 
long cherished desire had been 
realisedó and that òfor many years, the 
people of Low Row and Feetham had 
been desiring such a place for social 
intercourse, amusement and 
instructionó.   

 
The Opening Ceremony was followed by 
a òsumptuous teaó to which òa very 
large company sat downó, and then a 

concert was held in 
the new building 
òwhich was again 
filled to its utmost 
capacity, while many 
were unable to gain admissionó.   

 
In an opening address before the 
concert Mr J. W. Close spoke of òthe 
spirit of unity and determination of 
purpose which had been shown in the 
erection of the Instituteó and he urged 
all its members òto remain united, to 
put aside in their relations with it all 
political and religious bias and to try to 
make it the means of securing a culture 
that should be broad enough to include 
all differences of opinion on these 
subjectsó. 
 
The Low Row Millennium Book recorded 
that òthe Institute has changed very 
little by the year 2000ó, but the 
management of the Institute became a 
registered charity on 19th December 
2005. 
 
The Charity Commission Scheme 
document states that òthe object of 
the charity is the provision and 
maintenance of a village hall, for use by 
the inhabitants of the area of benefit 
without distinction of political, religious 
or other opinions.  This shall include its 
use for meetings, lectures, classes, and 
other forms of recreation and leisure-
time occupation, with the object of 
improving the conditions of life for the 
inhabitantsó.   
 
Please come and look round the 
exhibition between 10am and 4pm on 
6/7th July.  Tea and cake will be 
available. 

Alan Thorogood  
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ANDY MALTON LTD ï DALES 

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR 
 

 

Dry lining/ plastering/ ceiling work 

Roofing/ pointing/ guttering work 

Most building repair work carried out 
Free estimates - No job too small 

07837645104 

andymalton56@gmail.com 

TAKE HOME A PIECE 

OF THE DALES 

 

Call into our shop in 

Muker Upper 

Swaledale and see 

what unique garments 

we have on display 

from hand knit 

cardigans, sweaters, 

hats, scarves & gloves 

to machine knit 

sweaters & cardigans 

for both ladies & 

gents. We also stock 

sheepskin rugs, 

slippers & gloves. 

WE ARE OPEN 

EVERYDAY 

Tel. 01748 886251 

Email: mail@swaledalewoollens.co.uk  

or visit our website where you can order online: 

www.swaledalewoollens.co.uk 
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 Wensleydale Concert 

Series - June 
 
We have two lovely contrasting concerts 
in June. Both feature the outstanding 
international pianist Daniel Grimwood who 
is well known to our audience as he has 
introduced us to numerous musicians over 
the years. He has won awards and praise 
for his newly printed edition of the Piano 
Etudes of Adolf von Henselt for the 
prestigious publisher "Peters Edition" and 
has become a recognised expert on the 
work of the composer. Since we last saw 
him, he has also started a Research 
Fellowship at the University of York. 
 
In the first 
concert on Sat 
15th June Daniel 
is joined by 
Australian pianist 
Yasmin Rowe. 
(right) I first met Yasmin before she 
emigrated to Australia and invited her to 
play for us, which she did about 6 years 
ago after her move to Melbourne. Until 
last year Daniel and Yasmin had never 
actually met and I suggested they meet 
and play together last year when she was 
in the UK. Their first meeting was 
electric and led to a number of 4 hand 
recitals and I knew I had to get them to 
come and play for us as soon as Yasmin 
was back in the UK. Their programme is 
incredible: a lovely work by Schubert 
followed by a sonata by the wonderful, 
but sadly rather neglected, romantic 
Anton Rubinstein. The second half will be 
Stravinsky's Rite of Spring - which they 
are learning (a truly Herculean task) just 
for this concert. It was my idea - I hope 
you enjoy it and they forgive me! 
 

The second concert on Friday 21st June 
sees Daniel joined 
by the 
Azerbaijani-
British virtuoso 
violinist Nazrin 
Rashidova. (left) 

They will be performing a wonderfully 
varied programme including music 
by  Pªrt, Grieg, Godowsky, Moszkowski, 
Szymanowski and Sauret. Nazrin started 
performing at the age of 3 and was 
accepted at the Royal Academy at 15. She 
performs all over the world and has 
received high praise. The American 
Record Guide said her òconsummate 
technique and unabashed bravura wedded 
to a great sense of style... are an example 
to nearly every violinist aliveó. Daniel and 
Nazrin have performed together many 
times and recorded together. This will be 
a very special performance. 
 
As usual full details and tickets are 
available via our 
website wensleydaleconcertseries.co.uk. 
Tickets are Ã18 in advance or Ã20 at the 
door (Ã1 for full time students) and can 
also be purchased by phone on 0333 666 
3366 - quote date, and names of artists. 

 
Carol Haynes 

http://wensleydaleconcertseries.co.uk/
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