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The Gazette is online: 
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THE OLD TEMPERANCE 

BOOKSHOP 

wŜŜǘƘΣ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΣ 5[мм с¢9 

¢ŜƭΦ лмтпу уупмур 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ōƻƻƪǎ ϧ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ 

ŎǊŀƊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ 

.ŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴ wŜŜǘƘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
рл ȅŀǊŘǎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ 
wŜŜǘƘ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ 
/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǝƳŜǎΥ 
мΦолǇƳ - пΦллǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎΣ {ŀǘ  
млΦолŀƳ - пΦллǇƳ CǊƛ 

 
CLOSED on Thurs 23rd May and then  
CLOSED on Mon 27th & Thurs 30th 

Cover photo, Spring Lambs by Katherine 
Calvert of Swaledale Snaps  

Reeth Gazette 

Supporters: Update 2 

 
We are pleased to report on the 
continuing success of the Supporters 
of Reeth Gazette campaign, your 
generous donations helping us to 
balance the books and keep the Reeth 
Gazette free for the majority of 
people. Since its launch at the end of 
last year we have received over 
Ã2500.  We are very grateful to The 
Reeth Literary Institute Trust, 
Melbecks Parish Council and the 
Swaledale Scout Group for their 
generous donations, and to all the 
readers who continue to support us 
with donations. 

An addition to our 
campaign is new 
collecting tins 
which you may see 
in outlets where 
the Gazette is 
available.  This 
may encourage 
donations from 
visitors to the 
area who pick up a 
Gazette.  If you 
would like to 
suggest a good 
place to put a 

collecting tin, then please contact the 
Treasurer.  We shall monitor donations 
over the summer to refine our 
selection of locations. 
We have completed our application to 
become a charity, and we await the 
decision from the Charity Commission.  
If successful, this will open up the 
opportunity to apply for more grant 
funding often available only to 

charities and also allow us to publish a 
QR code within the Gazette whereby 
visitors can make an online donation 
easily as they read their Gazette. It 
will also allow us to claim Gift Aid on 
donations. 
If you still wish to show your support, 
donations of any amount can be made 
by bank transfer to Lloyds Bank, sort 
code 77-91-29 account number 
40807260 using the reference 
òSupporteró.  Your data will not be 
stored.  Alternatively, you can pop 
some loose change into one of our new 
collecting tins! 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Jackie Pope 
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 Gazette Management 

Team 
Chairman:  Susan Miller  
Longstone, Low Row, Richmond 
DL11 6NA 
Tel: 01748 886 358 
E-mail: chairman@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Secretary:  Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond,  
DL11 6PE 
Tel: 01748 886 292 
E-mail: secretary@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Editor:  Jackie Pope 
Guildy Hall, Muker, Richmond,  
DL11 6QG 
Tel: 07885 498676 
E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Treasurer:  Andrew Bedford 
Glory Be, Blades, Richmond, DL11 6PS 
Tel: 01748 886 974 
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Subscriptions:  Elsie Whitehead  
5 Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond,  
DL11 6SD 
Tel: 01748 884 132 
E-mail: subscription@reethGazette.co.uk 
  
  

Distribution:  Trevor Brown  
The Cottage, Healaugh, Richmond, 
DL11 6UA 
Tel:    01748 884 111 

Published by  
The Reeth & District Gazette Ltd. 
Company Number: 06541854  
c/o The Company Secretary 

Andrew Bedford, Glory Be, Blades 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL11 6PS 

Tel: 01748 886 974  
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

No material may be reproduced in 
whole or in part without permission. 
Whilst every care is taken for 
accuracy, the publishers cannot be 
held legally responsible for any errors 
or opinions in articles, listings or 
advertisements. 
  

ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

The Editor welcomes feedback 
At the editorõs discretion, your 

feedback will be published with Editor 
responses as appropriate. 
 Please send feedback to 
editor@reethGazette.co.uk 

Gazette Deadlines 

  

The deadlines for the next  
two months are: 

 
June issue: May 14th 
July issue: June 11th 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this cannot be 
guaranteed and is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette 
 

To post a copy of this Gazette to a 
friend or relative will require a Large 
Letter size and will cost Ã2.10 second 
class, or Ã2.90 first class. 
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SALES ð LETTINGS ð MANAGEMENT 
FREE ôNO OBLIGATIONõ MARKET APPRAISAL AVAILABLE 

UPON REQUEST 

6 Bridge Street 
Bedale 
DL8 2AD 

01677 422282 
 

bedale@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

14 Queens Road 
Richmond 
DL10 4AG 
01748 

822473/822967 
 

richmond@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

25 Market Place 
Leyburn 
DL8 5AS 

01969 622194 
 

leyburn@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

www.normanfbrown.co.uk  

mailto:bedale@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:bedale@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:richmond@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:richmond@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:leyburn@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:leyburn@normanfbrown.co.uk
http://www.normanfbrown.co.uk
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 A Word from the  Vicarñ

Sabbatical 
I have been granted a Sabbatical from 
1 May to 31 July this year. The word is 
similar to Sabbath ð a rest, a break, a 
change of focus. This is the first time 
that I have been able to do this, and it 
comes after 18 years in my current 
role. 
Some of this time will be for rest and 
recreation and will give me some 
extended time to spend with my family, 
who all live south of London, and whom 
I donõt see very often.  
A clergy sabbatical also has to include 
a ôprojectõ, so I will be working with 
theological colleges in Salisbury and 
Oxford, learning about and 
contributing to their training for 
student vicars about rural ministry.  
In Oxford, I will give a talk about my 
life and work as a vicar in the dales and 
offer a case study about our 2019 
flooding for their course about 
Disaster Management. In Salisbury, I 
am going to talk to the students and 
visit local vicars, to do a small research 
project on how the training that is 
offered about rural ministry impacts 
their decisions about the kind of 
parishes that they decide to work in 
later on. 
All this means that, while I will be at 
home for some of time, and you will see 
me around during the summer, I am 
officially ônot at workõ in Swaledale and 
Arkengarthdale for those 3 months.  
Our curate, Rev Linzi Blundell, will be 
stepping up to run things day to day, 
and she will be the first point of 
contact for Sunday worship, funerals, 
baptisms, weddings and other church 
matters. This should be good 
experience for her, as she is coming to 

the end of her curate training 
(ôapprenticeshipõ) and will soon be 
looking to move to take on her own 
parish. 
Contact details: 
Linzi.Blundell@leeds.anglican.org, Tel. 
01748 884491  

Rev Canon Caroline Hewlett 
Vicar of Swaledale with 

Arkengarthdale 

mailto:Linzi.Blundell@leeds.anglican.org
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 Keld Resource Centre 
Events for May and June 

 
19th May - Memoirs of a Swaledale 
Women.  14:00pm ð 16:00pm Keld 
Resource Centre 
Extracted from a 1984 interview with 
Maggie-Joe, the talk includes memories 
of school days, farming and 
cheesemaking whilst growing up on a 
remote hill farm on Oxnop Pass in the 
early 1900õs. Told in the actual words 
of Maggie-Joe.  
Charge: Ã10 pp incs afternoon tea 
served after. 
 
26th May - Beldi Hill Lead Mine Walk 
10.30am ð 15.00 pm. Meet at Keld 
Resource Centre 
A guided walk visiting the Old Field 
Hush, Crackpot Hall and Swinnergill 
mines/smelt mill, and Low Plate 
dressing floor complex.  Will include an 
overview of the history of lead mining 
in Swaledale and the mining process. 
Please bring a packed lunch.  Dogs 
welcome on a lead. Rating: Moderate, 
narrow paths adjacent to steep drops 
Distance: approx. 4 miles                                                                   
Charge: Ã7.50 pp 
 
9th Jun - Pottery: Sculptured Clay 
Bowl Workshop 10:00am-15:00pm  
Keld Resource Centre 
Suzie Wright will help you create a 
glazed/fired bowl sculptured in clay 
which will be imprinted with leaves and 
items collected from around Keld.  Old 
clothes and/or an apron are 
recommended!  Your work will be glazed 
and fired, & returned for collection or 
local delivery 2-3 weeks later.  Please 
bring a packed lunch.  
Refreshments served during the day.                        
Charge: Ã60.00 pp incs all material 

23rd  Jun - Wild Flower Walk 
11:00am ð 15:00pm Meet outside 
Keld Resource Centre 
Join our short, guided walk led by Dr 
Sue Knight exploring the rich and varied 
flora of the Upper Dale.   
Please bring a packed lunch. Distance: 
approx 4 miles, Rating: Easy                                                                                      
Charge: Ã7.50 pp 
 
Full details and tickets available via 

Ticket Tailor, or  
Email helenguy47@gmail.com 

Booking essential due to limited places 
for some events 

mailto:helenguy47@gmail.com
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Swaledale Festival begins on 
Saturday 25 May 

 
Itõs that time of year again. The 
meadows will burst into flower and 
Swaledale Festival is ready to spring 
into action. With 55 events taking 
place across Swaledale, Wensleydale 
and Arkengarthdale, there is plenty to 
anticipate, with top-notch artists 
coming from Yorkshire, the UK and 
around the world. Make the most of 
this two-week window to experience 
outstanding professional music and 
arts in the northern Yorkshire Dales! 
If youõre under 25, tickets for 
Swaledale Festival events cost just 
Ã3. Read on for some highlights, and 
visit www.swalefest.org for tickets 
and further information.  
Comedy and music in one hit 
The award-winning Montana native 
Rich Hall is renowned for his expertly 
crafted tirades, quick-fire banter 
with audiences and delightful musical 
sequences. Rich, who has won the 
Perrier Award (Edinburgh Comedy 
Festival) and featured in BBC Oneõs 
QI, Live at the Apollo and Have I Got 
News for You, will perform his one-
man show Shot from Cannons on 30 
May at Tennants in Leyburn. 
Unmissable!  
Graffiti Classics have just one aim: to 
make classical music wickedly funny 
and fantastically exhilarating. On 8 
June theyõll bring their 16 strings, 8 
dancing feet and 4 voices to Grinton 

with a musical comedy cabaret show. 
Perfect for audience members of all 
ages. 
 Classical 
The Festival attracts a host of big 
classical names to the area.  
Emma Johnson, Britainõs famous 
clarinettist and former BBC young 
musician of the year, will perform a 
musical response to the climate 
emergency with the thirteen-strong 
Orchestra of the Environment on 6 
June in Richmond - a group of hand-
picked virtuoso players who share 
concerns about the planet, endeavour 
to travel in the greenest way and make 
a point of performing music that 
celebrates the natural world.  
The fine string quartet Revolutionary 
Drawing Room will play a programme of 
Mozart, Mendelssohn and a new piece 
entitled Euphonia by the groupõs 
talented viola player Rachel Stott on 28 
May in Richmond.  
Julian Lloyd Webber will narrate the 
fascinating story behind Bachõs 
iconic Cello Suites on 7 June in Grinton, 
with performances of the Suites by his 
wife and fellow cellist, Jiaxin. 
The celebrated cellist Raphael 
Wallfisch will lead an all-star 
performance of Olivier Messiaenõs 
haunting Quartet for the End of Time 
on 5 June in Aysgarth. 
The superb Villiers Quartet will take 
the stage in Grinton to perform 
Beethoven, Haydn & Goehr on 31 May. 
Named after Villers Street in London, 
Villiers has become one of the most 
recognised quartets in the UK for the 
performance of British music and is the 
Quartet-in-Residence at the Jacqueline 
du Pr® Music Building at Oxford 
University. 

http://www.swalefest.org/
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  Jazz, World and Folk Music 
Martin Taylor 
MBE, (right) the 
Grammy-nominated 
jazz guitarist, 
composer and 
musical innovator 
widely considered 
to be the worldõs 
foremost exponent of solo jazz and 
fingerstyle guitar playing, will dazzle 
the audience in Grinton on 2 June. 
African fusion singers The Ganda 
Boys will be joined by the London 
based Echo Vocal Ensemble on 27 May 
in Grinton to share a vocal sound both 
joyful and compelling. The Ganda Boys 
have worked with many artists since 
collaborating on the 2009 BBC TV 
series MOSES JONES and Stevie 
Wonder is a fan, appearing in public 
with them in 2019 to support their 
charitable work in Uganda. 
Northeast folk trio The Youngõuns, 
renowned for their heart-on-the-
sleeve storytelling, beautiful lyrics, 
warm harmonies and relentless 
repartee, will take the audience on a 
roller-coaster ride on Sat 8 June in 
Leyburn. The Youngõuns have won three 
BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards. "The 
harmonies are glorious, the wit is 
waspish. The songs are powerful, the 
banter is relentless and the audience is 
happy. Whatõs not to like?" (The 
Guardian). 
Young Artists 
Swaledale Festivalõs Young Artistsõ 
Platform showcases young people early 
in their careers, many of whom go on 
to become major stars. 
 The Whoop Group, (top right) a 
sensational and technically brilliant 
young classical saxophone quartet from 

Poland, will play 
Vivaldi, Mozart, 
Tchaikovsky and 
Gershwin on 25 May 
in Grinton. 
Echo Vocal 
Ensemble, an 
exceptional group of 
young professional vocalists, directed 
by Sarah Latto, will perform an a 
cappella concert of some of Britainõs 
most hauntingly beautiful music by 
William Byrd, Henry Purcell, Roxanna 
Panufnik and James McMillan on 26 May 
in Aysgarth. 
Xiaowen Shang, a prodigiously gifted 
young pianist, will perform a delicious 
programme of solo French music by 
Couperin, Messiaen and Ravel on 28 May 
in Aysgarth. 
Talks and Workshops 
Adam Green will give an illustrated talk 
about the ground-breaking singing 
workshops he conducts in prisons 
around the UK on 25 May in Reeth.  
Those who fondly remember The Old 
Grey Whistle Test will enjoy this yearõs 
Reeth Lecture - an illustrated talk on 
the music of The Beatles by 
ôWhisperingõ Bob Harris and author 
Colin Hall on 1 June, also in Reeth. 
There will be plenty of opportunities to 
participate this year, including singing 
workshops with The Ganda Boys on 27 
May in Reeth, and with The Youngõuns 
on 8 June in Leyburn. Poet Mary-Jane 
Holmes will be back to lead her 
inspiring creative-writing walk on 29 
May in beautiful Keld. 
Local talent 
Locally-based performers this year 
include Swale Singers on 31 May in 
Arkengarthdale; Leyburn Brass Band 
on 28 May in Aysgarth, Reeth Brass 

https://www.swalefest.org/Whats-On/Programme/EventId/5480/e/swale-singers-1-jun-2023
https://www.swalefest.org/Whats-On/Programme/EventId/5501/e/reeth-brass-band-7-jun-2023
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DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴǎ κ wƻƻŬƴƎ 

YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŬǩƴƎ κ WƻƛƴŜǊȅ 

.ŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ǎǳƛǘŜǎ κ ¢ƛƭƛƴƎ  

tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

tŀǝƻǎ κ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ κ DǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

CǊŜŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ κ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ 

No Job too small 

D Reynoldson 

11, Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond  

North Yorkshire, DL11 6SD 

01748884309 / 07792458801 

Email: david.reeth1@outlook.com 

Dales Reyno-Vations 

Band on 4 June in Arkengarthdale 
and Muker Silver Band on 7 June in 
Muker Public Hall. There are also 
exhibitions by talented local artists 
including the painters Rachel Antill, 
Michael Bilton, Garry Brannigan and 
Katharine Holmes, and a photography 
exhibition in Keld, Farming through 
the Seasons, brought to us by Tees-
Swale: Naturally Connected. 
 
Swaledale Festival, which is 
supported by Arts Council England, 
runs from Saturday 25 May to 
Saturday 8 June 2024 and includes 
an extensive community and education 
programme which takes top musicians 
into numerous care homes, schools 
and for the first time this year ð a 
prison. 
For tickets and information please 

visit www.swalefest.org. 

https://www.swalefest.org/Whats-On/Programme/EventId/5501/e/reeth-brass-band-7-jun-2023
https://www.swalefest.org/Whats-On/Programme/EventId/5509/e/muker-silver-band-9-jun-2023
https://www.swalefest.org/Whats-On/Exhibitions
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net 

Saving Used Stamps to 

help the RNIB 

 
I would like to thank you all again for 
the stamps you save as every single 
stamp helps. 
Last autumn I sent off a box that 
raised Ã106.40 for the RNIB for 
something that would have been thrown 
away. 
Remember to leave the stamp on the 
envelope and cut leaving at least 1cm 
around the stamp or just tear with a 
generous amount around the edge of 
the stamp and I will trim them. If the 
perforations around the edge are 
damaged, they have no value.  I collect 
stamps all year round. 
Many thanks again and to Reeth Post 
Office, Swaledale Woollens and Muker 
Stores for being the drop off points 
and also Hewsons Newsagents  in 
Leyburn. 

Sue Thompson   01969 624962 
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Lady Interior Decorator  
Painting & Decorating, Competitive rates  

Established 30 Years: Based in Richmond 

Free estimates, Friendly advice, Est 29 years 

Call Yvonne on: 07838378836             

Email: yvonnesdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

ÇŚĦÒ /łÒƑƑĎƑ     

 

Tuesdays 
      9.30-10.30 Reeth Memorial Hall 

  Introductory price Ã5  
(regular price Ã7). 

           
For details, contact Debbie 
yogadebbie@hotmail.com  
or 07707 683317 

Operation Gunnerside 
We received this intriguing enquiry 
from Simon R Wilkinson, one time 
locum for Dr Bell in Reeth in 1974.  If 
you can shed any light on this, please 
contact the Editor. 
 
Many years ago now, while waiting in 
the fish and chip queue in Gunnerside 
we got talking with an elderly man who 
had been in the army and told us the 
story of Operation Gunnerside from 
WWII.  He knew we'd be interested 
as we now live in Norway where the 
operation led to the successful blowing 
up of the facility which the Germans 
had been using in Rjukan, Norway, to 
supply heavy water. His tale said that 
the original plan had been for training 
of a joint UK/Norwegian team up the 
gill, but in the end only the Norwegians 
participated.  I have never read about 
this story in any Swaledale literature 
and wonder if any of your readers 
might know anything about it? 
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Consulting Structural & Civil  

Engineers 
Structural Surveys 

All design work undertaken  
whether domestic or commercial,  

large or small 
Telephone:  01748 886717 
Email:  office@vdg.co.uk 
Website :  vdg.co.uk 

 

 

 

Hudson House 
Centre 
Reeth 

Owned by the Community of  

the Two Dales 
 

Community 

¶  Gallery 

¶  Learning 

¶  Library 

¶  Orchard 

¶  Transport 

National Park Centre 

North Yorkshire CC 

Police 

Richmondshire DC 

Swaledale Festival 
 

Business Forum 

Hot drinks vending machine 

Internet & WiFi 

Local notices & information 

Meeting Rooms 

Tourist Information & Shop 
 

Open all year 

7 days a week 

See website for times 
 

Silver Street Craft Unitôs  

managed by Hudson House.   

For all enquiries contact  

Jill May. 
 

01748 884485 

www.hudsonhouse.info 

Gunnerside Chapel 

 
Advance notice is hereby given for the 
annual òLongest Dayó service, which will 
take place in the Chapel on Sunday 
7th July. 
Looking back to Easter, the School 
Easter Service with 80+ children and 
several dozen grown-ups in attendance 
was once again a festival of enthusiasm 
that was enjoyed by everyone present. 
This was followed a few days later by 
the Chapel providing refreshments for 
those taking part in the Keld to Grinton 
Good Friday walk, the Easter Sunday 
service, (with choir), and the Easter 
Monday Soup and Sweet. The last 
three events combining to raise some 
Ã830 for the Chapel funds. 
Thanks to everyone who took part or 
contributed in any way to any of the 
above.                              Richard Hunt 

http://www.hudsonhouse.info
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 Muker Parish Council 

Minutes of Parish 

Meeting  

Held January 2024 

 
Present: Cllr Porter. Cllr Reynoldson, 
Cllr Rukin, Cllr Metcalfe and Cllr 
Calvert Chair presiding. 
Clerk: Mr Michael Cleminson.  
Apologies: Cllr Peacock. 
Matters Arising 
Transparency code. The Clerk 
informed the meeting that the council 
is required to make all documents and 
finances accessible to the public free 
of charge on line. At present this 
function is hosted by North Yorkshire 
Council (NYC). However, the hosting 
will cease on 25 March 2025. 
Therefore, the Council needs to 
develop a way to ensure all of its 
documentation is available on-line. At 
present the Clerk uploads documents to 
NYC, who load onto their site to be 
accessible to the public. The Clerk has 
been in contact with Cllr Peacock, who 
said that Hudswell Parish Council did 
not have a website either and face the 
same problem. The creation of a 
website is probably required. Cllr 
Metcalfe suggested the Clerk contacts 
the Yorkshire Local Councils 
Association to see if they can assist 
and advise. The clerk should also 
explore any other opportunities to 
enable the Parish Council to fulfil its 
transparency obligations. The Clerk 
pointed out that Arkengarthdale Parish 
council have a website that is suitable 
for a small Parish. 
Circulation of minutes. The Clerk 
informed Cllrs that many Councils make 
their minutes available after the 

meeting rather than waiting until the 
following meeting. Councillors agreed 
minutes be circulated once approved by 
the Chair.  
Emergency Planning. The clerk is in the 
process of arranging a meeting 
between representatives of Keld and 
Muker Village Halls to submit grant 
applications to fund generators. 
Car parking Muker.  Cllr Metcalf 
informed the meeting that a resident 
of the Parish had been issued with a 
parking ticket for parking on the land 
on the left before the car park and 
Muker bridge. Cllr Metcalf and a 
member of the Moor committee 
believe this is not part of the Highway, 
previously used as the site for the 
village bonfire. The resident has 
appealed the ticket but this was 
rejected on the grounds that Highways 
own the land up to the wall. The moor 
committee are hoping to establish that 
this is common land. The Clerk to 
correspond with Highways and the 
Parking Enforcement to outline the 
Councilõs concern that Parking 
restrictions should not be applied on 
this land and the appeal reconsidered. 
Finance: 
An order to pay was raised for 2 new 
defibrillators batteries for Thwaite 
and Keld, also 3 defibrillator pads for 
Muker, Thwaite and Tan Hill a total 
cost of Ã885.60. 
Highways  
Cllrs noted that works had been 
completed at Scarr house, beyond 
Usha gap farm to Muker and Ivelet. 
Cllrs wished it be noted that the works 
had been professionally completed in 
good time. Scarr House and Usha Gap 
bridges are still waiting planning 
approval by National Parks.  
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 Winter Gritting Policy. The Clerk said 
a reply had been received from NYC 
concerning gritting of West 
Stonesdale and Silver Hill reiterating 
it does not meet the gritting criteria. 
It was confirmed that the promised 
site meeting had not taken place. Cllr 
Rukin said the road had not been 
gritted during the recent cold spell, 
that he personally was gritting the hill.  
Further that Highways keep filling just 
the same 2 bins, instead of all of them, 
and some also need re-locating.  Cllr 
Rukin also said that if Highways are 
not going to grit the roads then all the 
gulleys should be cleaned out regularly 
to prevent water running onto the road 
then turning into ice.  It was agreed 
that a site visit was essential to ensure 
that this section of road can be made 
as safe as possible in the absence of 
gritting.  Should a site visit take place, 
Cllr Rukin said he will take Highways up 
to Level Hill Top on the Tan Hill road 
at the 90-degree bend, which 
currently has no warning signage, this 
lack of signage and the potential 
danger has been reported twice 
recently. Clerk to contact Highways to 
arrange the promised site meeting. MP 
Rishi Sunak to be copied into all 
correspondence. 
Cllr Calvert reported that the Grit 
Bins needed replenishing on Hoggarths 
Hill and surrounding area. 
NYC: nothing specific to report 
YDNPA: 
Planning Ref R/06/180A/LB at Rash 
Grange, Muker, has been approved. 
R/06/226A permission for 
construction of replacement bridge 
Lodgeside Bridge Birkdale Common. 
Councillors, having reviewed the 
application, support it recognising 

despite this being a 100-year-old 
excellently engineered bridge it 
requires a new structure to 
accommodate modern larger vehicles. 
Clerk to inform planning. 
YLCA: nothing to report 
Date and Time of Next Meeting:  
7.30pm Tuesday 21 March 2024 at 
Muker Village Hall.  
The meeting closed at 8.10pm. 
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Sustainable Swaledale 
 
Dark Skies in Yorkshire Dales 
Permanent light meters at locations 
across the dales and one-off readings 
at a further 46 locations in 2023 
consistently produced sky quality 
meter readings of above 21 indicating 
that the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
offers good opportunities for 
stargazing. 
 
Swaledale is part of an internationally 
recognised Dark Sky Reserve and 
advice on how you can reduce light 
pollution at your property can be found 
on the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
website: https://tinyurl.com/2wnty6uv 
 
No Mow May and butterflies 
Plantlife is encouraging people to stop 
mowing their lawn in May to enable 
wild flowers to support more 
pollinators.  Resources supporting No 
Mow May including  information on how 
to increase wild flowers can be found 
on the Plantlife website:  
https://tinyurl.com/234akj58 
 
More flowers should support more 
butterflies. The BBC reports that  UK 
Butterfly Monitoring Scheme recorded 
the lowest count ever for some species 
in Britain in 2023. They recorded a 
mixed picture for 58 types of 
butterflies with increases in numbers 
of Chequered Skippers, Brimstones 
and Large Blues but a decline for the 

Small Tortoiseshell and the Small Pearl
-bordered Fritillary. Scientists say 
that human activity, including habitat 
destruction and climate change, are 
behind the change in numbers. 
Statistics available at: https://
tinyurl.com/2j7rjsbx 
Source: https://tinyurl.com/yvuxa29p 
 
North Yorkshire Council Climate 
Change Strategy 2023-2030 
This sets out how North Yorkshire 
Council is proposing to respond to 
climate change and  is available at: 
https://tinyurl.com/5yrsr2ap 
 
Reeth Medical Centre veg plots 
As the weather improves, salads and 
herbs will hopefully be available for  
use at the Reeth Medical Centre veg 
beds. The produce can be used by 
anyone.  Feel free to remove any weeds 
you see and we are always on the 
lookout for more volunteers. 
 
Swaledale Farmer podcasts 
Listen to Swaledale Farmer: six 15-
minute podcasts on sheep farming and 
farming with nature in Swaledale and 
Teesdale. Produced with support of 
Tees-Swale: naturally connected, the 
podcasts feature Swaledale sheep 
breeders Christine Clarkson, from 
Muker, Sue and Ray Ridley, from 
Kexwith, near Marske, and Michael 
Watson from Harwood in Upper 
Teesdale. Available via podcast 
services or on the Dales Countryside 
Museumõs  website:  
https://tinyurl.com/yxmurtmr 
 
Water pollution  
Northern Echo article dated 28th 
March on the work of Save our Swale. 

https://tinyurl.com/2wnty6uv
https://tinyurl.com/234akj58
https://tinyurl.com/2j7rjsbx
https://tinyurl.com/2j7rjsbx
https://tinyurl.com/yvuxa29p
https://tinyurl.com/5yrsr2ap
https://tinyurl.com/yxmurtmr
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A. HOWARD JOINERY 
 

no job too small 

01748 884045 
andrewhowardjoinery@gmail.com  

The group has been testing water 
quality monthly at points along the 
Swale and has found potentially 
pathogenic coliform bacteria, like E. 
Coli, exceeded the recommended 
levels in 56% of samples taken, and 
that phosphate levels (from 
detergents and fertilisers) were 
higher than recommended in over half 
the samples. There was an increase in 
levels in samples taken below the 
Richmond Sewage works over those 
upstream from the works 
Source: https://tinyurl.com/38x9x3y2 
 
Save Our Swale has a facebook site: 
https://www.facebook.com/
SaveOurSwale/ 
 
A speaker will be coming to speak at 
our meeting in  July. Watch out for 
further details ð all are welcome. 
 
The Environment Agency published 
storm overflow spill data for 2023 at 
the end of March. The data for 2023 
shows a 54% increase in the number of 
sewage spills compared to 2022, and a 
13% increase compared to 2020. The 
increase is partly due to 2023 being so 
wet (6th wettest year since Met 
Office records began in 1836). 
 
Environment Agency data is  available 
at:  
https://tinyurl.com/mrpd75pa 
Source: Environment Agency Press 
release 27 March 2024. https://
tinyurl.com/tzekjnkf 
 
 
WingIt boxes installed on the Low 
Row Institute 
Sustainable Swaledale WingIt 

volunteers have installed a swift box 
and some sparrow terraces on the 
refurbished Low Row Institute (see 
picture below) Mud baths will be 
installed to allow returning house 
martins to collect mud to repair the 20 
nests located on the south side of the 
building. The team will monitor bird 
numbers over the summer.. 
 

 
Margaret 

Sustainable Swaledale Group  
Find out more and join in: 
Meeting: first Thursday of the month 
at 7pm. Please contact us for venue 
details. 
Email:info@sustainableswaledale.org   
Phone: the Secretary on  01748 886 
381 
Facebook Group: 
Sustainable Swaledale 
Website: www.sustainableswaledale.org 
where you can sign up to our free 
newsletters, and choose to support us 
as a member for Ã10 (Ã5 concessions) 
per year. 

https://tinyurl.com/38x9x3y2
https://www.facebook.com/SaveOurSwale/
https://www.facebook.com/SaveOurSwale/
https://tinyurl.com/mrpd75pa
https://tinyurl.com/tzekjnkf
https://tinyurl.com/tzekjnkf
mailto:info@sustainableswaledale.org
http://www.sustainableswaledale.org
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In an emergency DIAL 999 ask for 
the POLICE then 
Mountain Rescue / Cave Rescue / 
Mine Rescue / Flood Rescue 
 
Charity Commission Registration No: 
1201870, providing Mountain and Cave 
Rescue in the Northern Yorkshire 
Dales 
 
The team is made up of highly trained 
volunteers available, 24/7 in any 
weather, any time of the day or night. 

On average we respond to between 
40 and 50 calls each year.  
In 2023 we attended 46 incidents. 
 
Incidents March 6th to 7th April 2024 
 
4 Incidents this edition 
 
Incident 12: 06/04/2024: The team 
are out supporting the Dales Runner 
DR20 fell race, a few minor casualties 
dealt with. 
 
Incident 11:  04/04/2024: Called by 
the Ambulance Service to rescue a 
walker suffering a medical emergency 
on the footpath above Keld. First team 
members gave immediate care, 
followed by the air ambulance. As the 
rest of the team arrived, we were able 
to assist the casualty to the aircraft 
and then meet it again in Keld village. 
Thanks to Rukins farm for use of the 
field for a landing site. 
 
Incident 10:  30/03/2024: Called by 
the Ambulance Service to rescue an 
injured walker, following a 30ft 

MOUNTAIN & CAVE RESCUE TEAM 

vertical fall, just below the waterfall 
above Gayle. Treated by the 
Ambulance Service and team Dr / 
medics. Evacuated out of the gorge 
and carried, with help from the 
Ambulance HART. to the waiting 
Coastguard Helicopter. The casualtyõs 
party and team then hauled out. See 
picture right, stretcher haul out of 
Gayle Beck. 
 
Incident 09: 28/03/2024: Called by 
the Police to locate a couple of missing 
walkers who had become benighted. 
Using our Sarloc Rescue technology we 
quickly found them safe and well and 
returned them to civilisation. Thanks 
to Neil White, the farmer for his 
assistance too. 
 
Thanks to the following for their 
recent support: 
Barclays, Richmond Ã22.57 
Hardraw Force Waterfall Caf® 
Ã125.68 
Gunnerside Phone Box Book Exchange 
Ã16.27 
The Laurels B&B, Reeth Ã146.50 
The Old Dairy B&B, Low Row Ã104.54 
 
This seasonõs fundraising neck tubes 
are now available from the link on our 
Facebook page or from the Tan Hill 
Inn, Kings Head, Gunnerside & The 
Black Bull Reeth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              SMRT 

https://www.facebook.com/dalesrunner?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWAU3VBKoFsORnCJ1lRmG6kG86YvYV_XJU7UlEHixSd-B32wV8x1sckFv7g8aawlYVx8G_kyowMf1GJdvL1y7n0RjpsO8KpxLVjaatrc0vKsXndDUDtbK54WaYu2XtVVdqMcQ7bWPoYDGIdeiWCMLCZyU8Eis0_LTO8B4x_B9qaeO8hdUj3qZQ74B8Ek84KjMU&__tn__=-%5d
https://www.facebook.com/SarlocRescue?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXTVRpq6MS5-Cnsfy8mC7UYeEunXWl0JKVhT_BenHGni2dLrxxYwkIszIidBmrCGlea31D1ECDAP7kxVWCB9aRSRitEtmiJ5WStOBzZ9AgAYnDfBGEGkY371vwiM76sPGNRSLtWD5h8jVUibcM75k4u5OVBVwXPuJ742XYe0YYYC3k7c8gj4A9U2SjVC3c7VNw&__tn__=-%5
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ANDY MALTON LTD ï DALES 

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR 
 

 

Dry lining/ plastering/ ceiling work 

Roofing/ pointing/ guttering work 

Most building repair work carried out 
Free estimates - No job too small 

07837645104 

andymalton56@gmail.com 
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 Parish Councilõs 

Response to the 

Proposals for Secondary 

School Pupils from 2025 
Taken from Muker Parish Council 
Minutes on 31st March.  Full minutes 

will be published in June. 
 

Proposal to move Senior Upper Dales 
school children to Kirkby Stephen 
from September 2025. The 
consultation by North Yorkshire 
Council (NYC) to engage with the 
community has been poor, arranging 
meetings in distant locations, none in 
Upper Swaledale and at inconvenient 
times.  A meeting could have easily 
been held in Muker Village Hall or 
Reeth to improve access for parents at 
convenient times. Parents have 
received no correspondence from NYC 
and Schools at Richmond and Kirkby 
Stephen were unaware of the 
proposals until contacted by concerned 
parents.  The concept of moving senior 
school children to the nearest school 
has not been thought through; there is 
no consideration of geographic and 
weather conditions experienced in 
Upper Swaledale, particularly the 
route from Swaledale to Kirkby 
Stephen.  There are real concerns 
about childrenõs safety travelling to 
Kirkby Stephen.  The road is currently 
not gritted and Cumbria Council will 
not grit Tail Brigg hill as some years 
ago a gritter left the road.  The road 
is in a very poor state of repair having 
been neglected for some years, in 
sections there are no suitable passing 
places, erosion and passing vehicles 
have caused the shoulders of the road 
to collapse, reducing further the width 

of this single-track road.  The one 
person who was able to attend a 
consultation meeting understood that 
there was no certainty about how 
children would be transported to 
school. They were informed that the 
present arrangement is not financially 
viable. The Parish Council does not 
believe that the move from the 
catchment area to the nearest school 
is viable.  The Parish Council is also 
aware that the move to transport 
children from Arkengarthdale to 
Barnard Castle,  and Reeth children to 
Leyburn School all involve traversing 
high ungritted moor roads.  All of 
these proposals have a high potential 
of placing children at risk.  All of these 
routes in winter are subject to adverse 
weather conditions and the severity 
can vary across the route from fine 
weather to heavy snow in a short space 
of time.  Diversions on safe routes 
would be excessive and would shorten 
the education significantly by 
increasing travelling times.   
The children from Upper Swaledale 
have attended Richmond Schools for 
70 years without issue. This is 
undoubtedly a cost-saving exercise for 
NYC with no consideration at all of the 
logistical consequences, safety to 
children and their long-term well-being 
and mental health.  The Parish Council 
is firmly of the view that North 
Yorkshire, the largest county, is very 
diverse, ranging from City, Urban, 
Town, Village, Hamlet and remote rural 
dwellings.  This one size fits all blanket 
proposal is not suitable for Upper 
Swaledale.  The Parish Council 
therefore believe the policy proposal 
needs to carefully consider each area 
individually and exceptions in unique 
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 circumstances should be catered for 
by NYC using its discretionary powers.  
Safety and child well-being must be 
paramount and financial considerations 
by NYC should not be the primary 
concern.  It was agreed that the 
Parish Council should communicate far 
and wide with Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP 
and senior officials at NYC.  This 
proposal may be implemented from the 
September 2025 school term. 
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James Peacock 
Solid Fuel 

Merchant 

Bainbridge 
 

Good quality fuels at  
competitive prices. 

Deliveries to Wensleydale, 
Swaledale and Coverdale.  
No delivery too small. 

 

Tel. 01969 650212/650465 
Email:  

jamespeacock@btconnect.com 
www. james-peacock.co.uk 

Library matters  

 
This monthõs recommendations 
Gyles Brandreth may not be everyoneõs 
cup of tea, but one of his books has 
proved surprisingly popular with some 
of our readers.  So much so that 
several have bought their own copy 
rather than hogging the one that we 
have in the library.  The book is called 
Dancing by the Light of the Moon, 
subtitled òHow poetry can transform 
your memory and change your life.ó  
Quite a claim. 
Gyles suggests that you can improve 
your memory (and Iõm sure most of us 
would like to do that) by learning two 
lines of a poem each day, repeating 
tomorrow what you learnt today until 
you know the whole poem.  At 10,565 
lines, Paradise Lost probably isnõt the 
best one to start with, but there are 
lots of easier ones in the book to set 
you off. 
The book is full of poems, interesting 
anecdotes, useful information and 
handy hints ð and is very funny.  Iõd 
quote a few choice snippets, but Iõd 
probably be contravening copyright. 
Other recommendations this month 
come from Yvonne Howard ð The Rose 
Code by Kate Quinn, and The 
Zookeeperõs Wife by Diane 
Ackerman.  And William Manning 
suggests The Bright Edge of the 
World by Eowyn Ivey. 
Become a library volunteer 
One of our eight volunteers is moving 
away from Reeth, and weõd like to find 
a replacement.  The demands on your 
time would be very modest ð about half 
an hour each month.  And the duties 
arenõt onerous;  shelving returned 
books, tidying the shelves, and changing 

the date stamp. 
A volunteer goes in at 10am or 
thereabouts each Monday, and another 
one pops in sometime on a Thursday.   
If youõre keen to get to grips with the 
Dewey Decimal system we can (try to) 
enlighten you, but really you just need 
to know the alphabet, and be able to 
recognise a book of fiction from non-
fiction, and a hardback from a 
paperback. 
And every three months or so a few of 
us go to Northallerton library to 
choose fresh stock and have a lovely 
time rummaging in the rolling stacks in 
the basement of what is unappealingly 
known as County Pool. 
Just give me a ring if you might be 
interested. 

Elizabeth 07957 207579 
elizabeth@bedfords.me.uk 



23 

REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

 


