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Cover photo: Michael Kuszõs fabulous 
ôRe:Cyclingõ sculpture in Reethõs 
Community Orchard still turns heads 
every day, after it was commissioned 
by The Swaledale Festival nearly a 
decade ago to celebrate the Tour de 
France whizzing through the Dale. The 
violinist is Adam Summerhayes. 

First Thoughts 
 
May I wish you, your family and 
friends a very happy new year.  Lots of 
groups and activities are restarting 
after the Christmas lull, and it is good 
that there is so much available in this 
community to help us through the dark 
months and keep us connected.  A lot 
of work goes on behind the scenes to 
keep these activities going, so do 
support them with your presence, and 
if you want to get really involved I am 
sure there are many activities that 
would welcome you onto their 
organising committees to spread the 
workload. 
This issue sees the second in our 
occasional series òFocus Onó and this 
time the spotlight is on The Swaledale 
Festival, a cultural highlight of the 
year for many of us that has grown 
from small beginnings over fifty years 
ago. 
Last month I made a plea for you to 
consider becoming a financial 
Supporter of the Reeth Gazette.  This 
may not be possible for all of you, but 
maybe you can support us by using 
those businesses that advertise with 
us, and mentioning to them that you 
saw their advert in the Gazette.  This 
is good for the businesses and good 
for the Gazette.  Everyone likes a new 
year win-win situation!   
                                     Jackie, Editor 
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 Gazette Management 

Team 
Chairman:  Susan Miller  
Longstone, Low Row, Richmond 
DL11 6NA 
Tel: 01748 886 358 
E-mail: chairman@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Secretary:  Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond,  
DL11 6PE 
Tel: 01748 886 292 
E-mail: secretary@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Editor:  Jackie Pope 
Guildy Hall, Muker, Richmond,  
DL11 6QG 
Tel: 07885 498676 
E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Treasurer:  Andrew Bedford 
Glory Be, Blades, Richmond, DL11 6PS 
Tel: 01748 886 974 
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Subscriptions:  Elsie Whitehead  
5 Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond,  
DL11 6SD 
Tel: 01748 884 132 
E-mail: subscription@reethGazette.co.uk 
  
  

Distribution:  Trevor Brown  
The Cottage, Healaugh, Richmond, 
DL11 6UA 
Tel:    01748 884 111 

Published by  
The Reeth & District Gazette Ltd. 
Company Number: 06541854  
c/o The Company Secretary 

Andrew Bedford, Glory Be, Blades 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL11 6PS 

Tel: 01748 886 974  
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

No material may be reproduced in 
whole or in part without permission. 
Whilst every care is taken for 
accuracy, the publishers cannot be 
held legally responsible for any errors 
or opinions in articles, listings or 
advertisements. 
  

ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

The Editor welcomes feedback 
At the editorõs discretion, your 

feedback will be published with Editor 
responses as appropriate. 
 Please send feedback to 
editor@reethGazette.co.uk 

Gazette Deadlines 

  

The deadlines for the next  
two months are: 

 
February issue: January 9th 
March issue: February 6th 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this cannot be 
guaranteed and is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette 
 

To post a copy of this Gazette to a 
friend or relative will require a Large 
Letter size and will cost Ã2.40 second 
class, or Ã2.70 first class. 
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If you have an active interest in the 
history, archaeology, geology and 
natural environment of the locality of 
Swaledale, Arkengarthdale and the 
other northern dales then SWAAG 
may be for you. 
 
SWAAG is a group of like-minded 
people who, for the past 15 years, have 
explored the heritage of this beautiful 
area. 
  
We usually meet monthly for talks, 
have a programme of walks to explore 
the fascinating world of the dales, and 
have over the years undertaken a 
series of projects, surveys and 
excavations under professional 
supervision.  
 
New Members.  
We are always looking for new 
members. If you are interested in 

finding out more why not sample one of 
our walks or talks.  
  
Contact Us. Please visit our website at 
www.swaag.org to see our programme 
of activities.   
  
Register to join one of our walks, or 
come along to a meeting ð during the 
winter these are held on zoom, and you 
can join us for one by contacting: 
info@swaag.org 
  
Become a Trustee. If you feel that 
you have more to offer, would be 
interested in becoming involved in the 
management of the group, and actively 
help in delivering a wider understanding 
of these beautiful dales, then please do 
let us know ð we would be very happy to 
talk to you. 

 
(Geophysical Survey of Grinton Mounds) 

Rod Flint 

http://www.swaag.org
mailto:info@swaag.org
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Geoff Braithwaite 
Property  Maintenance & 
Painting and Decorating 

 

Tel: 01748 886 783 
Mob: 0789 106 3546 

 

Email: 
geoff@mukerchapel.co.uk 

ÇŚĦÒ /łÒƑƑĎƑ 
     
 

Tuesdays 
      9.30-10.30 Reeth Memorial Hall 

  Introductory price Ã5  
(regular price Ã7). 

           
For details, contact Debbie 
yogadebbie@hotmail.com  
or 07707 683317 

Arkengarthdale Hub 
 
 
 
 

News and future events from 
Arkengarthdale Community Hub, at 

St. Maryõs Church 
Arkengarthdale Community Hub is well 
and truly up and running. Since our July 
opening (celebrated with a cream tea), 
we have been busy every month. With a 
short Yoga course and now weekly 
Zumba, thereõs been no excuse not to 
keep fit!  To stretch the mind, weõve 
had a quiz (with supper, of course) plus 
three lichen workshops which widened 
our appreciation of what is growing 
right under our noses. Beginning our 
series of talks, Rhoda Fraser shared 
her reminiscences of childhood in 
Arkengarthdale with photos, anecdotes 
and contributions from the audience! 
Weõve had coffee mornings, Christmas 
wreath making and felt crafting too. 
Not forgetting the children, they have 
made bug hotels, clay creepy crawlies 
and pictures and recently helped in the 
creation of patches of meadow in the 
churchyard. 
Now for 2024! Get your diary out to 
highlight this date: 
Saturday, 6th April - Reeth Brass Band 
AND The Pearls are performing in St. 
Maryõs. This will bring local performers 
together in a unique collaboration and 
promises to be truly memorable 
evening - and only Ã7.50 a ticket, 
available from mid - January from the 
Post Office and The Red Lion, 
Langthwaite. Further details to follow 
in Februaryõs Gazette. 
Getting a bit more cerebral, we have 
fascinating talks planned including: 

14th March - Swaledale Mountain 
Rescue  
20th June - Upper Dales Moorland 
Group  
19th September - Jane Sammels, 
ôCutting It Fineõ  
with additional ones in the pipeline. 
Also, coming to the Hub every 
fortnight is ôHeart and Craft ô- a 
wonderful opportunity for the older of 
us (plus 70ish) to learn new crafts 
from working artists. Try your hand at 
willow weaving, printing, fused glass 
work and ceramics or suggest a dying 
art that needs resurrecting. 
There will be transport and tea 
available and all this is FREE!  For 
more details, see Arkengarthdale 
Community Hub Facebook page, 
posters and future Gazette articles or 
email arkengarthdalehub@gmail.com 

Janet Bethune 
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ANDY MALTON LTD ï DALES 

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR 
 

 

Dry lining/ plastering/ ceiling work 

Roofing/ pointing/ guttering work 

Most building repair work carried out 
Free estimates - No job too small 

07837645104 

andymalton56@gmail.com 

The RBL Poppy Appeal 
2023 

 
The amount raised during the Poppy 
Appeal is Ã1787-02. 
(This figure does not include any 
donation using the QR Codes, details of 
which we will not receive until early 
next year) 
The total amount received during 2023 
currently stands at Ã2225-89. 
 
My thanks to all who have donated or 
have helped with fund raising. 

Martin Sunderland 
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 The Muker Parish 
Community Pub Project 

 
Everyone in Upper Swaledale, and many 
others, will know the Farmers Arms in 
Muker. The pub has been at the heart 
of the community since the mid-
19th century. If youõve ever joined in 
with the community singing at the end 
of Muker Show, youõll understand just 
how central it is. In 2022, in 
recognition of its importance, the 
Farmers Arms was made an Asset of 
Community Value by Muker Parish 
Council.   

In October, with the backing of the 
Parish Council, work began to look at 
the potential for community ownership.  
As a first step, to assess the level of 
community support, public meetings 
took place in Muker (14th November) 

and Keld (16th November). Presentations 
were given outlining the current position 
with the pub, background to national 
trends with pubs and community 
businesses and an outline of the 
potential funding available through the 
Governmentõs Community Ownership 
Fund ð an opportunity for local 
communities to take control of assets, 
amenities or facilities at risk of closure. 
Questionnaires were distributed at the 
meetings to garner peopleõs views and a 
dedicated Muker Community Pub 
Facebook page has been set up to keep 
people informed of progress and to 

make the 
questionnaire 
available online.  
    
At the time of 
writing (end of 
November), the 
results from the 
questionnaires are 
still being 
assessed, but the 
overwhelming 
reaction has been 
positive, with 
many people 
expressing their 
support and 
interest in buying 
a community 
share. To date 
over 90% of 
respondents rated 

the importance of the pub, both to the 
local community and to visitors of Upper 
Swaledale, at 5, the highest rank. At 
the same time, the number of people in 
the community who went to the pub 
frequently has dropped from 50% to 
10%, reflecting its more recent decline 
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 T.A.R.Longstaff 

 
Mobile Hydraulic hose 
repairs in Reeth and 
surrounding areas, 
anywhere anytime.  

 
Also mobile on site 

welding.  
      

Tel Percy on 
07889725349. 

as community hub. The full results of 
the survey will be published and 
presented at a future public meeting.  
  
Given the level of support, the project 
is now moving to the next stage, with 
the creation of a more formal 
organisation and Steering Group, and 
the submission of an Expression of 
Interest to the Government fund. 
 
The Steering Group will engage with 
the Plunkett Foundation, a national 
charity promoting thriving and 
inclusive rural communities, that 
supports the setting up of a wide 
range of businesses owned by the local 
community.  They currently represent 
around 750 community businesses in 
rural areas.  Of these businesses 
supported by Plunketts there is a 99% 
survival rate in their initial 5 years. 
  
The application process for the 
Community Ownership Fund is a lot of 
work, including the strategic and 
management case for the project, 
operation plan, financial schedules and 
risk assessments, but it presents an 
unprecedented opportunity to get 
match funding for the 
project.  Although the fund is 
officially available until March 2025 
the working group believe that an 
application within the next six months 
will be sensible given the current 
political and economic climate. 
  
If you are interested in supporting 
the Muker Community Pub Project and 
want to be kept informed on progress, 
please 
email mukercommunitypub@gmail.com. 
  

mailto:mukercommunitypub@gmail.com
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DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴǎ κ wƻƻŬƴƎ 

YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŬǩƴƎ κ WƻƛƴŜǊȅ 

.ŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ǎǳƛǘŜǎ κ ¢ƛƭƛƴƎ  

tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

tŀǝƻǎ κ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ κ DǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

CǊŜŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ κ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ 

No Job too small 

D Reynoldson 

11, Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond  

North Yorkshire, DL11 6SD 

01748884309 / 07792458801 

Email: david.reeth1@outlook.com 

Dales Reyno-Vations Reeth Memorial Hall 
 

Thank you to everyone who has visited 
the hall over the last year, and also 
those who have supported us by 
attending concerts. This is our main 
source of funding and helps with the 
maintenance and upkeep of the hall. 
 
Big thanks go to all committee 
members and also Tracy, Jacqui, 
Chris, Eric & Cheryl, Rich & Andrea 
and also Lawrence & Hilde. Your 
efforts have benefitted our 
community. 
 
A full programme of concerts is 
already booked in for 2024. 
We start with the Urban Folk 
Quartet in March - expect a groove-
filled set of acoustic music, presented 
with infectious energy and humour. 
 
Kiki Dee and John Tams will both be 
making welcome returns in 2024. 
There will also be an Everly Brothers 
and Buddy Holly tribute show in July. 
Blackbeards Tea Party are coming 
ashore in October. 
 
Please see website for further 
details of all concerts already 
programmed for next year. 
If you are a Facebook user it would 
be helpful if you are able to like our 
page. 
 
Tickets for this yearõs concerts are 
available from Reeth PO or phone Glen 
Steward (01748 884989) or visit 
www.reethmemorialhall.co.uk ð tickets 
į price u16s. All concerts 8pm unless 
otherwise stated.  

Glen Steward 

http://www.reethmemorialhall.co.uk
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TAKE HOME A PIECE 

OF THE DALES 

 

Call into our shop in 

Muker Upper 

Swaledale and see 

what unique 

garments we have on 

display from hand 

knit cardigans, 

sweaters, hats, 

scarves & gloves to 

machine knit sweaters 

& cardigans for both 

ladies & gents. We 

also stock sheepskin 

rugs, slippers & 

gloves. 

WE ARE OPEN 

EVERYDAY 

Tel. 01748 886251 

Email: mail@swaledalewoollens.co.uk  

or visit our website where you can order online: 

www.swaledalewoollens.co.uk 

 

 

 

±ƛǎƛǘƻǊ /ŜƴǘǊŜ hǇŜƴ 5ŀƛƭȅ 
b9²Η Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ 

aŜƴǳǎ ƛƴ /ŀƭǾŜǊǘΩǎ  
wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ϧ ƻǳǊ муфт /ƻũŜŜ {ƘƻǇ 
[ƛƎƘǘ ōƛǘŜǎΣ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƳŀƛƴǎΣ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭǎΣ ŎƻũŜŜ ϧ ŎŀƪŜ  
ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭŜǎΦ 

b9²Η н ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ϻмр ƛƴ /ŀƭǾŜǊǘΩǎ  
9ƴƧƻȅ ŀ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘΦ 

/ƘŜŜǎŜ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ϧ tŀƛǊƛƴƎ wƻƻƳ 
.ƻƻƪ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ŘŜƳƻǎ ϧ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ǇŀƛǊƛƴƎǎ 

¢Ǌȅ ƻǳǊ b9² /ƘŜŜǎŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ vǳƛȊ  
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ǝƻ CǊŜŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ 

/ƘŜŜǎŜ ϧ DƛƊ {ƘƻǇ 
bŜǿ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ  

ǿŜƴǎƭŜȅŘŀƭŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ  
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The Gazette is online: 
www.2dales.org.uk 

Hillways, Gunnerside 
Holiday Let - 2 bed - sleeps 4 
 

Tel 07543 630202 
stamposauruscraft@gmail.com 

 

Bellegreen Holiday Cottage 
Overlooking Reeth Green 
Sleeps 7 in 4 bedrooms 

 

www.bellegreen.com 
Keith@bellegreen.com 

0115 9222257 

Please become a 
Supporter of the Reeth 

Gazette 
 

Following my plea in the December 
Gazette, many thanks to those of you 
who have already become a Supporter  
of the Reeth Gazette and made a 
financial contribution that will go 
towards helping us keep the Gazette 
free for the majority of people.  It is 
not too late.  Donations, of any amount 
you choose, can be made by bank 
transfer to Lloyds Bank, sort code 77-
91-29 account number 40807260.  If 
you use the reference òSupporteró we 
can gauge how much is donated.  We do 
not need your details and will not store 
any data about your gift.  For those 
without the ability to pay by bank 
transfer, there is a collecting box for 
cash donations in Reeth Post Office.  
 
We really hope you will be generous in 
your giving.  Thank you 

Jackie, Editor 

mailto:stamposauruscraft@gmail.com
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Sustainable Swaledale 

 
Come and join us in 2024! 
 
We are an active and 
friendly volunteer-led group based in 
Arkengarthdale and Swaledale, aiming 
to promote community sustainability. 
We are winners of the North 
Yorkshire Council Community Awards 
2023 Caring for the Environment 
Award. 
The group meets on the first 
Thursday of each month at 7.00pm. 
Do come and join us.  Contact us for 
more details: 
info@sustainableswaledale.org  
 
Facebook 
We have a moderated Facebook group 
of over 300 members where we keep 
ourselves up to date with current news 
and local issues  
www.facebook.com/groups/
SustainableSwaledale/ 
 
Sustainable Swaledale website 
Visit our website at 
www.sustainableswaledale.org for our 
monthly newsletter and details of our 
Swifts and Swallows projects.  
 
Newsletter 
If you prefer, you can have the 
monthly newsletter sent directly to 
your email account. The sign up form is 
available on the website. 
 
 

Activities in 2023 
Over the last year the group has: 

¶ won the North Yorkshire Council 
Community Awards 2023 Caring for 
the Environment Award for work on 
our four projects 

¶ been shortlisted for the Campaign 
for National Parks (CNP) - 
Changemaker of the Year award for 
work on various projects  

¶ partnered with Tees-Swale: naturally 
connected (TSNC) to plant woodland 
and hedges in 12 sites in the two 
dales  

¶ partnered with Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust (YDMT) to collect 
local tree seed for raising local tree 
seedlings and created a tree nursery  

¶ handed out wildflower seed and 
supported the creation of wildflower 
patches and larger wildflower 
meadows with the support of the 
YDMT Hay Time Officer  

¶ built connections with organisations 
such as the TSNC, YDMT, Yorkshire 
Dales National Park Authority; 
Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust  

¶ debated and informed via our 
Facebook group, monthly meetings 
and Reeth Gazette articles  

¶ engaged with the planning process, 
focussing on issues of importance to 
the civic and environmental 
sustainability agenda  

¶ organised a fund raiser public lecture 
looking at what sustainability means 

¶ produced fresh produce  for 
everyone to consume free of charge 
at the Reeth Surgeryõs Incredible 
Edible beds 

¶ ran a wholefood buying group 

¶ set up the Wing It project 
supporting swifts and swallows 

mailto:info@sustainableswaledale.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SustainableSwaledale/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SustainableSwaledale/
http://www.sustainableswaledale.org/
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 Fremington Village Hall 
 

Redecorated and now with itõs own 
piano, the Village Hall (known locally 
as the Sunday School) is available to 
hire for all kinds of events, from reg-
ular classes, talks and community ac-
tivities, to one-off functions like chil-
drenõs parties, lunches and dinners 
and special occasions such as wedding 
receptions and anniversary parties. 
The Hall has a small kitchen with elec-
tric cooker and microwave; toilet fa-
cilities including disabled toilet; and a 

small rear garden. 
The Hall is a registered charity run 
by a small and dedicated volunteer 
committee. You can book the Hall by 
phoning or texting the bookings  
secretary Alison Tupman on  
07967 839494 or by email at  

fremingtonvillagehall@outlook.com 

Activities planned so far for 2024 
 

¶ complete our eight winter hedge and 
tree planting sessions by March as 
part of the community Together for 
Trees project  

¶ develop our newly acquired hedge 
laying skills with more work along the 
Swale Trail 

¶ removal of redundant tree guards 
from mature woodland 

¶ continued support for the creation of 
wild flower patches in gardens and 
churchyards collectively creating a 
òone acre meadowó supporting bees 
and insects.  

¶ Support for larger areas of meadow 
creation 

¶ raising tree seedlings from locally 
collected seed and potting into root 
trainers. Establishing tree nurseries 
where seedlings can mature to 
planting size for planting in 2025 

¶ organising bird box building sessions 
and identification of new sites for 
boxes 

¶ replanting the Reeth Surgery 
community vegetable beds for the 
new season and looking after and 
watering the beds  

¶ continuing to monitor swifts and 
swallows via the Wing It project 

 
If any of this has wetted your 
appetite, please do get in touch. Even 
if you can only spare a couple of hours, 
please come and join in  with some of 
our projects. 
We are a small group and would love to 
attract more members.  
 
Wishing you all a Happy New Year! 

Margaret 


