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Cover photograph of Aysgarth Falls by 
Lizzie Corrigan, winner of class 216, 
òSnapshot of Water by person under 
16yrsó at Reeth Show 

Memorial Concert 
 
Shelagh Thomlinson and Duncan 
Bythell, founders of the Swale 

Singers 
 
Gunnerside was the birthplace of the 
Swale Singers, and it is in Gunnerside 
Chapel where friends will meet on 
October 7th to celebrate the lives of 
the two people who were responsible 
for nurturing the choir since its 
beginnings, in 1989. 
 
They both lived in Gunnerside; Duncan 
was the local organist, and Shelagh 
invited him, along with a few friends, 
to come for a glass of wine and a few 
songs round her grand piano. This went 
so well that it became a regular 
occasion, and more people joined the 
group. As they grew they moved from 
Shelaghõs drawing room to hold 
practices at Low Row URC, and 
gradually singers from West 
Stonesdale to Scorton and beyond 
joined them. They gave a few modest 
concerts in local chapels, and then in 
1995 they were invited to perform in 
the Swaledale Festival, and have done 
ever since. 
 
Meanwhile Duncan continued as 
conductor of Muker Silver Band; also 
he played the organ at regular services 
in Low Row and Gunnerside; a very busy 
and dedicated musician. 
 
Shelagh died in 2021, at the age of 90, 
still singing in the choir, and Duncan 
died last year after a period of illness. 
They are much missed, by both choir 
and band. The motto of the choir was 
ôIt must be FUNõ, and Iõm sure that the 
memorial concert will be fun too, with 

songs that they both loved, and band 
items that were Duncanõs favourites. 
All are welcome at the event, which 
takes place at 7.30pm on Saturday 7th 
October in Gunnerside Chapel. 
 

Sylvia Crookes 

From the Editor 

 
I am going on holiday very soon after 
the deadline, October 9th,  for the 
November Gazette.   
If you can get things to me early that 
would be much appreciated.  I will not 
be able to accept anything that comes 
in after the deadline date. 
Thanks, 
Jackie 
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 Gazette Management Team 

Chairman:  Susan Miller  
Longstone, Low Row, Richmond 
DL11 6NA 
Tel: 01748 886 358 
E-mail: chairman@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Secretary:  Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond,  
DL11 6PE 
Tel: 01748 886 292 
E-mail: secretary@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Editor:  Jackie Pope 
Guildy Hall, Muker, Richmond,  
DL11 6QG 
Tel: 07885 498676 
E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Treasurer:  Andrew Bedford 
Glory Be, Blades, Richmond, DL11 6PS 
Tel: 01748 886 974 
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Subscriptions:  Elsie Whitehead  
5 Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond,  
DL11 6SD 
Tel: 01748 884 132 
E-mail: subscription@reethGazette.co.uk 
  
  

Distribution:  Trevor Brown  
The Cottage, Healaugh, Richmond, 
DL11 6UA 
Tel:    01748 884 111 

Published by  
The Reeth & District Gazette Ltd. 
Company Number: 06541854  
c/o The Company Secretary 

Andrew Bedford, Glory Be, Blades 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL11 6PS 

Tel: 01748 886 974  
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

No material may be reproduced in 
whole or in part without permission. 
Whilst every care is taken for 
accuracy, the publishers cannot be 
held legally responsible for any errors 
or opinions in articles, listings or 
advertisements. 
  

ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

The Editor welcomes feedback 
At the editorõs discretion, your 

feedback will be published with Editor 
responses as appropriate. 
 Please send feedback to 
editor@reethGazette.co.uk 

Gazette Deadlines 

  

The deadlines for the next  
two months are: 

 
November issue: October 9th 
December issue: November 6th 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this cannot be 
guaranteed and is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette 
 

To post a copy of this Gazette to a 
friend or relative will require a Large 
Letter size and will cost Ã2.40 second 
class, or Ã2.70 first class. 
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 Muker Parish Council 

Minutes of Parish 

Council Meeting 

Held June 2023 

 
Present: Cllr Metcalfe,  Cllr 
Reynoldson, Cllr Rukin, Cllr Calvert 
chair presiding. 
Clerk: Mr Michael Cleminson. 
A total of 7 members of the public, all 
residents of Muker, attended the 
meeting with regard to planning 
application R/06/149B to convert a 
garage and store into a 2-bedroom 
holiday let. 
Apologies: Cllr Porter. 
Matters Arising: 
Cllr Calvert is now confirmed as the 
Chair of the Parish Council. Cllr Rukin 
also confirmed as Councillor for the 
Parish Council. 
Because of the attendance of seven 
members of the public the Chair Cllr 
Calvert decided to bring forward the  
item Planning Ref. R/06/149b so that 
any members of the public could leave 
if they desired to on its conclusion. 
Each member of the public made 
points concerning the application 
raising many pertinent and relevant 
points reflecting their concerns for 
this planning application. All comments 
did not support the application. 
Councillors again studied the plans as 
members of the public commented. At 
the end of comments and discussion 
Cllr Metcalf proposed that the Parish 
Council does not support the 
application, and this was seconded by 
Councillor Rukin.  Cllrs Reynoldson and 
Calvert also agreed the proposal, a 
unanimous decision. Clerk to notify 
YDNPA of the decision of the Parish 

Council and to prepare a report for 
submission outlining all of the concerns 
raised. On conclusion of this item, 5 of 
the members of the public left the 
meeting. 
6th June 2024 ð Beacon to 
commemorate the 80th anniversary of 
the D-Day Landings.  It has also been 
decided nationally to move the National 
Fish and Chips Day to this date.  The 
councillors agreed that if anyone in the 
Parish wished to erect a beacon, it 
would have their support.  The Clerk to 
advertise this. 
Highways: 
A response has now been received from 
Highways concerning the bridges at 
Usha Gap & Scarr House.  A program 
of works to repair parapets and 
retaining walls is being prepared.  It is 
intended to carry out works to both 
bridges at the same time.  As both 
bridges are listed structures, approval 
will be required from YDNP authority 
before works can commence.  Highways 
will also install more robust temporary 
barriers at Scarr House bridge to 
replace existing. It is anticipated that 
the new barriers will still allow traffic 
and pedestrians to cross the bridge 
safely without the necessity of traffic 
lights.  The Clerk had also reported to 
Openreach that the cabling had become 
detached from the bridge and was 
under strain, this is recorded under 
reference NEOANP57. The precise 
location using ôWhat Three Wordsõ is 
ôdeleting.mimed.scouting.õ   
Cllr Reynoldson reported the ridiculous 
situation regarding the road closure at 
Thwaite.  It was considered that this 
closure was unnecessary, as the works 
involved less than one third width of 
the road, and that from 3pm Tuesday 
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 27th June, the road was opened.  
However, on Wednesday morning at 
9.30am the road was closed again, re-
opened at 10.30am by Highways, then 
closed again by Highways at 11.00am.  
As a consequence, because the road 
was clear and passable, members of 
the public moved the cones to one side, 
in order to pass through, which has 
remained the situation ever since.  On 
Wednesday and Thursday 28th  and 
29th June 2023, no works were carried 
out on the site. The works were 
completed on Friday 30th June with no 
closure! Demonstrating that the 
closure was unnecessary, the hour long 
35-mile detour over the moors was 
considered extreme.  Cllr Peacock 
reported that Highways were having 
significant problems recently as much 
of the work is contracted out and they 
are not always responsible for the 
closures, and will take this example to 
any future meetings Cllr Peacock has 
with Highways. 
Cllr Rukin reported that the cattle 
grids at Tan Hill and West Stonesdale 
were blocked with debris, thus allowing 
livestock to traverse them.  Cllr 
Metcalfe reported that both grids at 
Ivelet were still blocked.  Clerk to 
report to Highways.  
Richmondshire D.C:  
Nothing to report. 
NYC: 
Nothing to report. 
YDNPA: 
see above. 
YLCA:-  Nothing to report. 
Correspondence/AOB:  All included 
above. 
Date and Time of Next and Annual 
PC Meeting :  7.30pm Thursday 31tst 
August 2023 at Muker Village Hall.  
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ANDY MALTON LTD ï DALES 

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR 
 

 

Dry lining/ plastering/ ceiling work 

Roofing/ pointing/ guttering work 

Most building repair work carried out 
Free estimates - No job too small 

01969 624979 / 07837645104 

andymalton56@gmail.com 

Keld Resource Centre 

Forthcoming Events 
 

8th October:  Upper Dales 
Mining Methods & Mechanisation in 
Swaledale 1500 ð 1900õs; 16.00pm -
18.00pm: Reeth Memorial Hall   
Public talk by Dave Carlisle, assisted by 
Peter Roe, on the evolution of 
underground mining equipment and 
techniques, and improvements in the 
ore treatment methods including the 
extraction and use of other minerals 
found in the area. Charge Ã10 pp 

 
12th Nov: Lichens of Upper 
Swaledale 13.00 pm ð 16.00 pm  
Approx 1 mile   
Led by Sue & Les Knight, includes 
introductory session in the visitor 
centre and local walk to identify and 
study specimens. Meet at Keld 
Resource Centre. Charge Ã7 pp 
 
Full details and tickets available via 
Eventbrite, or Email 
helenguy47@gmail.com 

D. J. OLNEY  
Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior  

Call  

01748 825472 or  

07801 026 006  

mailto:helenguy47@gmail.com
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Geoff Braithwaite 
Property  Maintenance & 
Painting and Decorating 

 

Tel: 01748 886 783 
Mob: 0789 106 3546 

 

Email: 
geoff@mukerchapel.o.uk 

Fremington Village Hall 
 

Redecorated and now with itõs own 
piano, the Village Hall (known locally 
as the Sunday School) is available to 
hire for all kinds of events, from reg-
ular classes, talks and community ac-
tivities, to one-off functions like chil-
drenõs parties, lunches and dinners 
and special occasions such as wedding 
receptions and anniversary parties. 
The Hall has a small kitchen with elec-
tric cooker and microwave; toilet fa-
cilities including disabled toilet; and a 

small rear garden. 
The Hall is a registered charity run 
by a small and dedicated volunteer 
committee. You can book the Hall by 
phoning or texting the bookings  
secretary Alison Tupman on  
07967 839494 or by email at  

fremingtonvillagehall@outlook.com 

ÇŚĦÒ /łÒƑƑĎƑ 
     
 

From Tuesday, 19th Sept 2023 
      9.30-10.30 Reeth Memorial Hall 

  Introductory price Ã5  
(regular price Ã7). 

           
For details, contact Debbie 
yogadebbie@hotmail.com  
or 07707 683317 



9 

REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

 

 
 
 
Consulting Structural & Civil  

Engineers 
Structural Surveys 

All design work undertaken  
whether domestic or commercial,  

large or small 
Telephone:  01748 886717 
Email:  office@vdg.co.uk 
Website :  vdg.co.uk 

M. GUY - PLUMBING 

For all your plumbing requirements  

AGAS & RAYBURNS SERVICED 
kathrynguy@designermakersmarket.co.uk 

Tel: 01748 - 825640  

Ark Hub Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 
 
To celebrate our stunning and rich 
natural environment, the 
Arkengarthdale Hub is hosting a series 
of Lichen Workshops, kindly led by Sue 
and Les Knight on Saturdays, 7 and 21 
October and 4 November between 
10.30 and 12. Sign up for all or 
individual sessions and be ready to be 
astonished to discover where lichens 
lurk and what they actually are! 
Numbers are limited to 8, meeting at 
the Hub in St. Mary's Church and cost 
just Ã4 a session. To book, please 
email arkengarthdalehub@gmail.com or 
via the Ark Hub facebook page. 

 
Janet Bethune 

mailto:arkengarthdalehub@gmail.com
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The Gazette is online: 
www.2dales.org.uk 

Melbecks Parish Council 

July 2023  
 

Dog waste bin: The dog waste bin at 
Gunnerside has been removed by 
Highways, North Yorkshire Council, as 
it was irreparably damaged, probably 
having been hit by a vehicle. A new bin 
can be purchased at a cost of Ã270. 
Councillors unanimously agreed to 
purchase a new bin, however NYC 
Councillor Peacock will also make 
enquiries regarding this. 
Highways The pothole at Hill Top, near 
Surrender Bridge has been reported 
again to Highways by the Clerk. 
Overgrown vegetation: The Clerk was 
asked to request from Highways that 
overgrown trees and bushes are cut 
back again  
Trees in Swaledale and 
Arkengarthdale Conservation Area: 
Oak Tree Barn, Low Row. The council 
received notification to remove a 
sycamore, crown thin an oak, and 
reduce 2 yew trees, located at Oak 
Tree Barn, Low Row. YDNPA has no 
objection to the work taking place and 
has recommended that a replacement 
tree of native species is planted within 
the first planting season after felling.  
Melbecks Emergency Plan The 
updated Melbecks Emergency Plan was 
reviewed by councillors  
Great North Air Ambulance The 
council agreed a donation of Ã50 
Telephone Box at Gunnerside The 
clerk was asked to write to BT to 
clarify the situation with this 
telephone box, and if it can be 
repainted  
Bus shelter NYC have advised they 
will not fund the provision of a bus 
shelter at Gunnerside, however NYC 

Councillor Peacock offered Ã2K from 
Locality Funding towards this, which 
needs to be allocated by the end of 
January 2024. The clerk to liaise with 
NYC Councillor Peacock regarding this                                                                     
Next meeting Thursday 5th October 
2023 at 7.30pm at Gunnerside Village 
Hall.                                                                                                                        
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 The Childrenõs Society ð 

Annual Box Opening 
 
Right now in Britain there are children 
and young people who feel scared, 
unloved and unable to cope. The 
Childrenõs Society, a national charity, 
works with these young people, step by 
step for as long as it takes because no 
child should feel alone. 
 
House Box collections like ours helped 
raise more than Ã1.3 million last year 
for young people who need support. 
 
One of the young people who has been 
helped is Hayley. When she was 16, 
Hayley was sexually abused by a man in 
her local neighbourhood. It left her 
feeling broken. She blamed herself for 
what had happened. After getting the 
support she needed, through the 
Childrenõs Society, she discovered 
coping techniques and was able to work 
through it all. Now she wants to help 
others that have been through 
something similar. She is looking 
forward to the future. 
  
Your House Box collections help the 
Society provide therapy and well-being 
support just like this for thousands of 
children every year. 
 
It is now time for the annual opening 
of our boxes. This will take place on 
Wednesday 18th October from 2.00 
pm ð 4.30 pm at the Vicarage, 
Langhorne Drive when the money will 
be counted.  
 
We appreciate that many of you have 
not been using cash over the last year 
so may not have any money in your box. 

If you would like to make a donation, 
you could put it in an envelope with 
your name on it and leave it at the 
Vicarage.  If it is not possible for you 
to come with your box or donation that 
afternoon, please contact Pauline 
Oldershaw on 01748 886790 for other 
arrangements to be made. Thank you so 
much for your support. 
Further details of the Societyõs work 
may be found on 
www.childrenssociety.org.uk/ .  

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
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Property Maintenance 
& General Building 

Building work & property maintenance 
undertaken 

Plumbing, tiling, plastering 
Kitchen & bathroom fitting 

Joinery works 
Small jobs welcome 

Free No Obligation estimates 
Also detail plans prepared for planning 

applications 

Contact Gary 
Tel. 01748 886691 / Mob. 07896 

147207 

E-mail Swaddyman@gmail.com 

Cosy Holiday Cottage  
Attached to ownersõ farmhouse  
on hill farm in Arkengarthdale. 

 Sleeps 2. No pets. E.M. on request. 
Mrs Gladys Atkinson 
Tel. 01748 884550 
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 Dales Police Crime 

Bulletin 

 

 
Monthly Police Report ð August 10th ð 

September 8th 
We do not report crimes whereby 
victims could be identified, for 
example Domestic Violence or 
Harassment although they are included 
in the totals below. 
Crimes of note 
Weekend of 12th/13th August 
approximately 10,000 litres of fuel 
stolen from Wensley Quarry.  
4th Sept a Quad bike was stolen from 
the Middleham area.  
Overnight 5th Sept a Quad bike was 
stolen from the Stainton area.  
7th Sept a motor vehicle was stolen 
from Ulshaw area. 
 
1-Stolen Motor vehicle 
6-Highway disruption (Live stock in 
road) 
7-Concerns for safety (Missing 
persons) 
3-Road Traffic Collisions (Serious) 
8-Road Traffic Collision (Minor) 
2-Fraud (On line) 
8-Violence 
5-Theft 
34-Abandoned calls (Pocket dials) 
1-Poaching 
5-Criminal damage 
3-Burglary 
14-Suspicious Circumstances (sus 
vehicles or persons) 
6-Antisocial behaviour 
3-Wildlife (Raptors) 
6-Road related offences (manner of 
driving/vehicles without tax or 
insurance including 1 arrested for OPL) 

In total 166 calls were received 
reporting either the above or making 
General enquiries. The Team will 
continue attending Parish/Town council 
meetings and local community groups, 
duties permitting. 
You can sign up to North Yorkshire 
Community messaging by visiting the 
NYP site or if you wish contact me, 
Donald.watson@northyorkshire.police.
uk providing your First Name, Last 
Name, House number/Name, Postcode, 
Mobile number and email address and I 
will sign you up. 
If you are reporting an incident please 
report via the Force Control Room on 
101 or 999 for emergency. 
 

PCSO 5232 Don Watson.  
PC355 Heather Campbell.  
PCSO Sharon Diamond.  

PCSO 5550 Tracie Taylor-Paige 
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SALES ð LETTINGS ð MANAGEMENT 
FREE ôNO OBLIGATIONõ MARKET APPRAISAL AVAILABLE 

UPON REQUEST 

6 Bridge Street 
Bedale 
DL8 2AD 

01677 422282 
 

bedale@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

14 Queens Road 
Richmond 
DL10 4AG 
01748 

822473/822967 
 

richmond@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

25 Market Place 
Leyburn 
DL8 5AS 

01969 622194 
 

leyburn@ 
normanfbrown.co.uk 

www.normanfbrown.co.uk  

mailto:bedale@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:bedale@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:richmond@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:richmond@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:leyburn@normanfbrown.co.uk
mailto:leyburn@normanfbrown.co.uk
http://www.normanfbrown.co.uk
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 PINKtober 
 

As September whizzes by in a frenzy 
of pink bunting itõs safe to say 
preparations are well under way for 
PINKtober in the Dales! 
Knitters and sewers up and 
down the country are busily 
working away to turn Reeth 
and Grinton pink, all in 
support of raising vital 
funds for Breast Cancer 
Research on behalf of 
CRUK.  The posters are 
out, Facebooks have been 
turned pink and weõve even 
reached the airwaves!  
 
The tickets for the Gospel choir and 
Pink cream tea on the 30th of 
September at St Andrews in Grinton 
are selling fast.  Donõt miss out -  it 
starts at 4.00 pm.  The pink walk 
organised by the Black Bull in Reeth 
starts at 3.00 pm on the 1st of 
October accompanied by our fabulous 
Reeth brass band leading us down to 
the Bridge at Grinton and back with a 
pit stop for a drink in the pub.  The 
threshing barn will be teaching 12 
people how to wet felt on the 4th with 
two workshops to choose from, 
materials and cakes and tea included 
for Ã25.  Thereõs a pink quiz in the 
Buck on the 6th so get yourselves a 
team and come join in the fun.  A pink 
fashion show will be held in the Buck 
featuring the Pink Arrows with 
survivors and guests strutting their 
stuff on the cat walk.  Tickets are only 
a fiver and hopefully it will be great 
fun. The Buck will also be hosting a 
craft fair on the 15th with lots of local 
and returning crafters to start your, 
dare I say it, Christmas shopping! Come 

and have a cuppa and meet these 
talented crafters. The Buck will be 
welcoming the Hoo again on the 21st 
Oct.  Wear something pink and come 
enjoy a pink cocktail or two! The 27th 
at Hudson house is the place to be, the 

pink pooches exhibition, 
the childrenõs Hope 
artwork and the Great 
Dales bake off!  A lovely 
coffee morning and a 
chance to look at the art 
work and photography and 
enjoy homemade cakes and 
a cuppa!  As the month 
draws to a close a spooky 

Halloween disco will be hosted in the 
Black Bull to end a month long 
fundraising for the Black Bull team 
who will be shaking those buckets all 
October with their fundraising 
activities! To end it all and as a big 
thank you, please join us in the 
Community Orchard where the old 
apple tree will be laden with message 
filled hearts of hope and a candle 
ceremony accompanied by the Marske 
choir starting at 6.00 pm. Wrap up 
warmly for this outdoor event. 
 
There will be posters around and 
about, coverage on local Facebook 
forums and you can contact me 
on Pinktoberinthedales@gmail.com  for 
any information.  I do hope there is 
something you wish to join in with and 
help us raise vital funds for Breast 
Cancer Research and make turning 
Reeth pink something we can all be 
proud of.  Iõve had a huge outpouring 
of support locally and from further 
afield, which is truly humbling. Thank 
you. 

June Ashton 

mailto:Pinktoberinthedales@gmail.com
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The Black Bull 
wŜŜǘƘΩǎ hƭŘŜǎǘ LƴƴΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ wŜŀƭ !ƭŜǎ 

 

Comfortable en-suite  
accommodation,         
Traditional Pub Fayre served daily 
Sunday Carvery (booking advised), 
Coaches welcome 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01748 884 213,   
Email: bookings@theblackbullreeth.co.uk, 

Black Bull, Reeth, DL11 6SZ, 
www.theblackbullreeth.co.uk 

mailto:bookings@theblackbullreeth.co.uk
http://www.theblackbullreeth.co.uk
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Bespoke 
Tutors 

Maths, Science, 
English Private 
Tutors 

Gaynor Voice & Kate 
Roxburgh 

Brown Hill Top 
Low Row 
Richmond 
DL11 6NB 

Tel. 01748 886201 
Email:bespoketutors@gmail.com 
www.bespoketutors.org.uk 

Imogen Hartley 
Quali­ed MAKEUP ARTIST 

(MUA  Diploma) 
 
¶ Bridal 
¶ Any special occasion 
 
07947 210904 
Instagram 
@thefacetobe 
www.thefacetobe.co.uk 

Margaret Peacock 
I would like to thank everybody for 
the kind wishes, cards and gifts for 
my 80th birthday.  Special thanks to 
Gail, Jill & everyone at the flats for 
my lovely birthday celebration.  
From Margaret x 

Rowena Hutchinson 
Rowena would like to thank everyone 
who sent her cards, presents and good 
wishes on her recent birthday. 


