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 Reeth Community 

Vegetable Garden 
 
By the time this is published, I hope 
that Spring will have sprung! If so, 
now is a good time to mention the 
Reeth Community Vegetable Garden 
situated at the side of the Medical 
Centre. Some of you will already know 
about this, others not and some of you 
may have noticed something going on 
at the side as you passed by and 
wondered òwhatõs that aboutó? 
 
Obviously Covid has had an impact on 
how easy it has been for people to get 
involved, so maybe this year can be 
the yearé! 
 
It started as an idea by a group of 
people involved in Sustainable 
Swaledale and was encouraged by the 
lovely team at Reeth Medical Centre 
to whom we are very grateful.  From 
tricky òCovidõ beginnings, we now have 
11 beds, 
which are 
laid out as 4 
sets of 2 
and one set 
of 3, with a 
compost bin 
and a water 
butt 
installed.  
Over the 
past 3 years 
we have 
grown - for 
example - 
various 
herbs, salad 
leaves, 

radish, broad beans, runner beans, 
courgettes and soft fruits. 
 
We would like you to get involved! Pop 
down, have a look, sow some seeds and 
when things are ready, harvest what 
you can use (thereõs a lettuce shortage 
as I type!). There wonõt be much this 
month (April), Iõm afraid apart from 
perhaps some herbs like chives, but do 
keep an eye on the garden. 
 
We hope to install a box/have a 
message board where you can leave 
messages if youõre not sure what to do, 
have ideas or would just like to make 
contact. You can also contact me on 
delyth.rennie@gmail.com  
 
We will post updates on the 
Sustainable Swaledale Facebook page 
about the garden and here in the 
Gazette.  In the meantime, the picture 
shows some crops from last year.   

Delyth Rennie 

mailto:delyth.rennie@gmail.com
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ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

The Editor welcomes feedback 
At the editorõs discretion, your 

feedback will be published with Editor 
responses as appropriate. 
 Please send feedback to 
editor@reethGazette.co.uk 

Gazette Deadlines 

  

The deadlines for the next  
two months are: 

 
May issue: April 11th 
June issue: May 9th 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this cannot be 
guaranteed and is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette 
 

To post a copy of this Gazette to a 
friend or relative, will require a Large 
Letter size and will cost Ã1.65 second 
class, or Ã2.05 first class. 
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Cleaner Required 

For  cottage in Gunnerside 

Up to 20 cleans per year 

Good rates 

Email: lrclarridge@gmail.com 

07787  156345 

TLC@Gunnerside 

(Thursday Ladies Club) 
 
TLC @ Gunnerside meet on the 4th 
Thursday each month, and on 27th April 
we welcome a speaker from the 
Whiteknights Blood Bikes 
During normal working hours, the NHS 
and Charitable Health Organisations use 
their own transportation systems to 
move Blood, Plasma, Tissue Samples, 
Documentation and other vital supplies 
between Hospitals, Hospices and Supply 
Centres. 
Out of hours these systems may be 
limited, and the hospitalsõ reliance can 
fall upon private hire taxi companies, 
commercial couriers and, in exceptional 
circumstances, hospitals may have used 
emergency services such as the Police 
or Ambulance services. 
The Whiteknights Blood Bikes 
volunteers provide an out of hours 
service which saves a substantial 
amount of money that can then be 
passed on to provide more appropriate 
frontline patient care. We estimate 
that for each Ã1 received in donations 
to the Whiteknights, the NHS will save 
at least Ã5. 
Guests are welcome to the meeting at a 
cost of Ã2 ð but this includes coffee/
tea and cake!!  Full membership of TLC 
is Ã5.00 pa. 

Sue Barron 
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Swaledale Festival 

shines a light on local 

talent 
 
As well as bringing top notch national 
and international artists to Dales 
stages, this yearõs Swaledale Festival 
celebrates the remarkable talent and 
traditions that reside in the area. The 
line-up includes 21 events by local 
musicians, poets, puppeteers, choirs 
and visual artists. 
 
Rebecca Lundberg is a first class 
trombonist and conductor from 
Leyburn. As a member of the famous 
and prize-winning 
WFEL Fairey Band, 
she will take part in 
three concerts in the 
Festival fortnight. 
The first is a family-
friendly screening of 
the ground-breaking 
animation Wallace and 
Gromit: The Wrong 
Trousers. 2023 marks 
the filmõs 30th 
anniversary, and the Fairey Band has 
teamed up with its creators, Aardman, 
to celebrate the milestone with a 
screening accompanied by a specially 
adapted live brass band score. This is 
ideal half term entertainment for 
families, and a great way to introduce 
young people to the thrill of live music. 
The film will show at 13:30 on Sunday 
28 May at The Garden Rooms at 

Tennants in Wensleydale - the home of 

Wallaceôs favourite cheese. 
Afterwards, some of the band 
members will be on hand in the foyer 
to demonstrate and talk about their 
instruments. 
At 19:30 on the same day, WFEL 
Fairey Band will perform a full evening 
concert at Tennants with Rebecca 
Lundberg soloing on trombone. The 
programme will include brass-band 
favourites such as film themes, 
marches and hymns, and some exciting 
new arrangements.  
 
Rebecca is also the conductor of 
Leyburn Band. Under her baton, Lower 
Wensleydaleõs award-winning brass 
band will perform a concert on 30 May 

at St. Andrewôs Church in Aysgarth. 
Expect an eclectic and rousing 
programme featuring repertoire from 
their forthcoming CD. 

 
The Festival spotlights more Yorkshire 
talent with Lempen Puppet Theatreõs 
Cardboard Carnival in Richmondõs 
beautiful Georgian Theatre Royal on 31 
May. Liz and Daniel Lempen are the 
tour-de-force behind Skipton Puppet 
Festival and creators of original shows 
that tour everywhere from tiny 
Scottish islands to international 

Leyburn Band 
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 festivals. In this exquisite performance, 
a series of ingeniously created animals 
will unfurl to Camille Saint-Sa±nsõ 
evocative Carnival of the Animals music. 
The show is a magical celebration of the 
power of puppetry that will delight all 
ages. 
 
In advance of the Festival, Lempen will 
run a series of free puppetry workshops 
for local children who will each assemble 
a puppet from everyday materials. The 
students will then share their creations 
in a unique Puppet Talent Show on 28 
May - to the audience gathered for the 
Wallace and Gromit screening. The 
workshops will take place at Tennants on 
Sunday 14 and Sunday 21 May, and are 
suitable for children from years 5 to 8. 
For more information please contact the 

Festivalôs Community and Education 
Officer, Heather Hodgson: 
heather@swalefest.org. 
 
The world-renowned lute virtuoso Jacob 
Heringman, who lives in Richmond, will 
perform a special recital with the 
outstanding mezzo-soprano Clare 
Wilkinson on 7 June in the delightful 
Holy Trinity Church in Low Row, 
Swaledale. Youõll hear compositions by 
John Dowland, William Byrd, Thomas 

Morley and Stephen Wilkinson (Clareôs 
father), as well as the world premiere 
of a new song by Joshua Brown. 
 
David Francis, from Preston under 
Scar, plays the harpsichord with 
Manchester Baroque. Since its launch in 
2019, this superb group has built a 
reputation for vibrant performances of 
historical music on period instruments. 
They will play solos, duets, sonatas and 
concertos by Handel, Tessarini and 

Corelli on 2 June at St. Maryôs Church 
in Richmond. 
 
The excellent Jervaulx Singers, a 
locally based professional group 
comprising eight of the countryõs 
finest choral singers, will perform a 
delicious programme of French music 
by Faur®, Debussy, Ravel, Honneger 
and Poulenc in St. Andrews, Aysgarth 
on 5 June.  
 
Other local highlights include Swale 
Singers performing on 1 June in St. 
Andrewõs Church, Aysgarth; Reeth 
Brass Band on 7 June in St. Maryõs 

Church, Arkengarthdale, and Muker 
Silver Band performing on 9 June in 
Muker Public Hall. 
 
There are also poetry walks and 
workshops in the landscape with Dales 
poet Mary-Jane Holmes, a talk on 
the Northern Dales night skies by 
local astronomer Paul Clark, late-night 
moon-gazing on Reeth Green with the 
Reeth Informal Astronomy Group, 
and exhibitions by talented local 
artists including the exceptional 
painter from Gunnerside, Rachel 
Antill.  
 
Tickets for under 25s are available 
for nearly all events for just Ã3. 
For details and tickets please visit 
www.swalefest.org. 

Reeth Brass Band 

mailto:heather@swalefest.org
http://www.swalefest.org
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Swaledale Darts League 

50th Anniversary 
This year sees the 50th anniversary of 
the Swaledale Darts League.  Formed in 
1973 the League started with 19 teams 
from pubs throughout the Dale and 
beyond! 
A lot has changed over the years.  Most 
pubs had 2 teams which have evolved 
over time.  The original teams consisted 
of:  Farmers Arms Muker, Kings Head 
Gunnerside, The Buck, Kings Arms 
Reeth, Black Bull, CB Inn, The Bridge, 
Bolton Arms Downholme, (all with two 
teams)  and with one team each were 
George and Dragon Hudswell, The 
Punchbowl and Tan Hill Inn. 
In celebration of this achievement, we 
are holding a 50th Anniversary Dinner at 
The Garden Rooms at Tennants on 
Friday 26th May.  There will be a 3-
course dinner followed by a disco and 
dancing.   
The evening starts at 7pm for 7.30 
seated and will finish at midnight.  The 
Dress code:  Smart.   
Tickets are Ã30 each and are available 
from the Secretary, Nick Barron on 
nickandsuebarron2@gmail.com from 

Reeth Post Office or Tel  884937. 

It would be wonderful to see as many 
players, past and present, as possible 
and their partners.  Come along for a 
chat and reminisce about the scores you 
nearly got!!    
Looking forward to seeing you on 26th 
May .    Nick Barron, Secretary 

mailto:nickandsuebarron2@gmail.com
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THE OLD TEMPERANCE 

BOOKSHOP 

wŜŜǘƘΣ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘΣ 5[мм с¢9 

¢ŜƭΦ лмтпу уупмур 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ōƻƻƪǎ ϧ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ CŀƛǊǘǊŀŘŜ 

ŎǊŀƊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ 

.ŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴ wŜŜǘƘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
рл ȅŀǊŘǎ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ 
wŜŜǘƘ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ 

/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǝƳŜǎΥ 

мΦолǇƳ - пΦллǇƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎΣ {ŀǘ  
млΦолŀƳ - пΦллǇƳ CǊƛ 

20 years old on  
Saturday 1st April! 

Come in for a piece of cake! 

Leyburn Arts & 

Community Centre 
 
A recent highlight has been a visit 
from some young people to share in 
Science Week sessions.  We were 
pleased to welcome the Brownies and 
Guides to the Arts Centre to 
celebrate our rural heritage and be 
shown how to make their own butter.  
16 Brownies and 12 Guides used jam 
jars, cream, a little salt and a bit of 
effort as farmersõ wives did in the 
past. We then toasted some bread and 
tasted the results with jam before 
they left. Along with our young 
dancers enjoying the new smart Studio 
and newly installed mirrors and a new 
session for Mums and babies and 
toddlers, it is good to have young 
people in the building. 
It was disappointing to postpone our 
talk ôUndressing a Medieval Ladyõ last 
month because of the still present 
Covid, but we now have a new date, 
15th April. This includes a sample 
taste of food from the period, as well 
as our more recognizable homemade 
cake and coffee we shall be serving! 
Other highlights coming up are listed 
below and available on our website.  
One special cinema screening which we 
hope will be well supported is 
'Mustang' from which all proceeds will 
be going to the DEC Turkey-Syria 
Earthquake Appeal.  We may moan 
about our weather, but we really are 
very lucky when we hear of the 
situations some people have to endure. 
Next month we hope to be able to tell 
you of progress with our Community 
Shed. It seems a long time coming but 
optimism is rising!  So, we say again, 
watch this space!          Jeannie Bishop 



REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

10 

 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴǎ κ wƻƻŬƴƎ 

YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŬǩƴƎ κ WƻƛƴŜǊȅ 

.ŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ǎǳƛǘŜǎ κ ¢ƛƭƛƴƎ  

tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

tŀǝƻǎ κ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ κ DǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

CǊŜŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ κ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ 

No Job too small 

D Reynoldson 

11, Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond  

North Yorkshire, DL11 6SD 

01748884309 / 07792458801 

Email: david.reeth1@outlook.com 

Dales Reyno-Vations 
 

 

Hudson House 
Centre 
Reeth 

Owned by the Community of  

the Two Dales 
 

Community 

¶  Gallery 

¶  Learning 

¶  Library 

¶  Orchard 

¶  Transport 

National Park Centre 

North Yorkshire CC 

Police 

Richmondshire DC 

Swaledale Festival 
 

Business Forum 

Hot drinks vending machine 

Internet & WiFi 

Local notices & information 

Meeting Rooms 

Tourist Information & Shop 
 

Open all year 

7 days a week 

See website for times 
 

Silver Street Craft Unitôs  

managed by Hudson House.   

For all enquiries contact  

Jill May. 
 

01748 884485 

www.hudsonhouse.info 

Leyburn u3a Group  

April Meeting  
The March meeting of Leyburn u3a 
is on Friday April 21st,   Fiona Andrews 
from the charity Dementia Forward 
will be speaking. 
Doors open at 10.00am at the Arts & 
Community Centre, Richmond Road, 
Leyburn. DL8 5DL. 
Meetings are held the third Friday of 
every month.  Visitors and new 
members always welcome.  Annual 
Membership is just Ã12 or Ã20 for 
two people at the same address.  For 
details contact Sue Mellish on 01748 
850471,email susiemellish@gmail.com 
Future Meetings: May 19th Annual 
General Meeting (No Speaker). June 
16th Jane Hatcher - Richmond 
Snippets.                          John Sutton 

http://www.hudsonhouse.info
mailto:susiemellish@gmail.com
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 T.A.R.Longstaff 

 
Mobile Hydraulic hose 
repairs in Reeth and 
surrounding areas, 
anywhere anytime.  

 
Also mobile on site 

welding.  
      

Tel Percy on 
07889725349. 

Bedale Archaeology & 

History Society 

 
Our April  meeting is at 7.30 pm on 
Tuesday 4 April and will be held 
by Zoom only.  Dr Emma J. Wells 
MCIfA FRSA SFHEA will give a talk 
entitled Heaven on Earth:  Cathedral 
Building in the Gothic Age.  Members 
will be sent the link.  Non-members 
please e-mail bahsoc@outlook.com for 
the link and details of how to pay (Ã3 
per screen, not per person, or Ã12 for 
membership for the rest of the year). 
This talk covers a history of 16 of the 
worldõs greatest cathedrals and tells 
the extraordinary stories of the people 
who built them.  It shows how the 
emergence of Gothic architecture in 
12th-century France led to an explosion 
of cathedral building in western Europe 
and how they shaped the modern world 
and influenced art, culture and society 
worldwide. 
 
On 2nd May we welcome Mike Turpin, 
Archivist at CBA Yorkshire who will 
talk on òThe Forgotten War in 
Yorkshire: English Civil War ôbattlesõ in 
1642/43ó 
 

Patricia Fairey 

mailto:bahsoc@outlook.com
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Leave Peat Where it 

Belongs 

 
#PeatFreeApril 

Did you know that 94% of our UK 
peatlands are in a decimated state, an 
environmental catastrophe resulting 
from more than 70 years of 
inappropriate farming policy and 
ongoing commercial extraction for the 
amateur and professional horticulture 
sector? 
The encouraging news is that peat for 
the amateur gardening sector will be 
banned in England from 2024 with 
several retailers already selling good 
quality, peat free composts. Yet 
concerningly, there is no date when 
peat use in the professional sector will 
be banned. The RHS has pledged that 
all its gardens, show displays and plant 
sales will be peat free by 2025 (its 
bagged compost already is), yet your 
consumer pressure is needed to 
encourage other show gardens and 
garden centres to do the right thing 
and follow suit. 
Top tips for going peat free this April: 

¶ Visit:www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/
how-go-peat-free for a list of which 
retailers are ī and arenõt ī peat 
free! 

¶ Check labels on potted plants, 
pellets, plugs and composts and only 
buy those that state they are peat 
free. ôEnvironmentally friendlyõ does 
not mean peat free. 

¶ Stand up for peatlands: If they 

donõt stock what you want in a peat 
free option ð ask for it and explain 
why.  

¶ Experiment with ways of improving 
your soils naturally and organically. 
www.gardenorganic and 
www.rhs.org.uk have guidance for 
creating healthy soils. They also have 
information about how to develop 
your own compost, one of the most 
environmentally friendly ways to go 
peat free. 

¶ Share the #PeatFreeApril campaign 
message with friends and family. 

 

Visit www.friendsofthedales.org.uk for 
further information about our 
Peatlands Policy and Peatlands 
campaign. 

Victoria Benn 

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-go-peat-free
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-go-peat-free
http://www.gardenorganic
http://www.friendsofthedales.org.uk
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ANDY MALTON LTD ï DALES 

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR 
 

 

Dry lining/ plastering/ ceiling work 

Roofing/ pointing/ guttering work 

Most building repair work carried out 
Free estimates - No job too small 

01969 624979 / 07837645104 

andymalton56@gmail.com 
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 If Trees Could Talké 
3 - The Grip of Iron 

(7,000 to 2,000 years ago) 

Sources include: ôSwaledale Ancient Land 
Boundaries Projectõ, Andrew Fleming and Tim 

Laurie, 1984-1993 

 

After our visit seven thousand years 
ago, the clearance of the wildwood 
continued: slowly at first and mostly on 
the higher ground between the dales, 
but then as the human population 
increased and hunters were replaced 
by herders, the pace picked up, 
although the pattern of mixed 
deciduous wildwood dominated by oak 
in the dales with hazel above and 
between them held firm. 

Muker: Wych Elm 
A step-change took place when an 
event known as the ôElm Declineõ wiped 
out much of the elm, probably caused 
by disease (not unlike the modern 
Dutch one) combined with clearance 
(mostly for livestock but also for 
cereals) targeting soil preferred by 
elm. Widespread across Europe, the 

Elm Decline reached Swaledale around 
4,800 years ago. 
With the Bronze Age came new 
farming practices and two waves of 
clearance with a brief regeneration of 
woodland in between. The clearance 
would again have been largely on the 
high ground where perhaps half or 
more of the woodland had been 
cleared for grazing by the end of the 
Bronze Age, with the dale sides and 
floodplain remaining more wooded.  
 
The mix of trees also changed. After 
elm, lime also disappeared and during 
the period of regeneration birch 
recolonised marginal areas previously 
occupied by oak and hazel. Within the 
dales the bedrock often changes 
abruptly from limestone to sandstone 
to shale, and back to limestone. Being 
less acid, limestone supports richer, 
more varied cover, so that the 
treescape was a patchwork of species 
according to the rock, slope and 
drainage beneath. 
 
The stark distinction we see today 
between upland (above about 300m) 
and lowland wasnõt present at this 
time. The change in tree cover with 
altitude was gradual, with crops as 
well as grazing land being found at all 
levels above the floodplain. 

Booze: Hedgerow Landscape 
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By the Iron Age, the uplands around 
Grinton, Reeth and Low Row had been 
largely cleared of trees, with mid and 
lower level land given over to fields, 
and the floodplain harbouring trees 
where farming was impractical. Further 
up dale, the dales sides were more 
wooded, but the imminent arrival of 
Roman ways increased land pressure 
and continued to open up the landscape 
to a point where (as pollen analysis 
reveals) the amount of woodland in 
Swaledale and Arkengarthdale would be 
much as it is today. The same canõt be 
said of tree species. Larch, sycamore 
and horse chestnut, often ôfeatureõ 
trees in todayõs landscape, were 
nowhere to be seen. And native oak, 
once common, has now essentially 
disappeared: fully consumed by Roman 
lifestyles, none remained locally from 
which to regenerate. 

Drawings by Jocelyn Campbell reproduced by kind 
permission of Alison Piet and Swaag. 

 
Rob Macdonald 

We find ourselves on Grinton Moor 
near the Youth Hostel facing north-
west, two thousand years ago, just 
before Romans arrive. Behind us, on 
the high ground above Cogden Mill, 
some ground is turning to peat, but 
to our right, and to our left all the 
way across what is now Harkerside 
Moor, is a system of vast fields 
enclosed by walls and hedgerows. 
We can see the same pattern 
across the river around Marrick and 
above Fremington Edge, and again 
between Reeth and Healaugh where, 
almost up to the top of Calver Hill 
and down the other side to Arkle 
Beck, there are huge fields and 
small settlements within.  
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 Relaunch of Community 

Lunch Club 
 

We are pleased to announce the 
relaunch of a Community Luncheon Club 
for Reeth and Swaledale.  The launch 
date is Wednesday 12th April, and the 
idea is to have people of all ages 
meeting to have a good home-cooked 2 
or 3 course lunch and up to three hours 
of conversation and socialising in the 
beautiful surroundings of The Kings 
Arms Reeth, every second Wednesday 
of the month. 
 
The Public House will be for our 
exclusive use, and the meal will cost 
Ã10 for two courses or Ã15 for three 
courses, including tea or coffee.  
 
Using the normal timetabled services 
of the Little White Bus, we hope to 
bring together people from Muker, 
Keld, Gunnerside, Low Row, Healaugh, 
Langthwaite, Arkengarthdale, 
Fremington and Grinton. 
 
If you would like to book a table/place 
for 12thApril please contact the Kings 
Arm directly on 01748 884259, a week 
beforehand if possible. 
 
We are hoping to obtain grant funding 
to subsidise the cost of the lunch and 
travel on the Little White Bus, and we 
are also exploring subsidised transport 
from other areas not covered by the 
Little White Bus. We shall keep you 
informed as the new Community 
Luncheon Club evolves, and meanwhile 
we hope to have your support and look 
forward to seeing you on 12th April!. 

Nick Wear 
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Bellegreen Holiday Cottage 
Overlooking Reeth Green 
Sleeps 7 in 4 bedrooms 

 

www.bellegreen.com 
Keith@bellegreen.com 

0115 9222257 

Fundraising for 

Richmond & Catterick 

Group Riding for 

Disabled Group  
 
The Richmond & Catterick Group Riding 
for the Disabled (RDA) is looking for 
more funds to help it to continue 
providing lessons for its riders with 
disabilities. As a wholly volunteer-run 
charity, the Group relies entirely on 
funds and donations to support its 
work and it has just set up a Just 
Giving site https://justgiving.com/rc-
rda to raise much-needed money. 
This charity makes a worthwhile 
contribution to the community. There 
are numerous proven and life-changing 
benefits realised by bringing people 
with disabilities together with horses 
and ponies; confidence, relationship-
building, enjoyment, social interaction, 
and physical and mental improvement.  
Sessions currently run twice a week; 
two consecutive lessons on 
Wednesdays for children with 
disabilities from Mowbray special 
school and private riders in term-time 
and two lessons on Saturdays 
throughout the year for children with 
special needs and adults with varying 
disabilities ð all private riders. These 
are held at Catterick Saddle Club using 
their ponies and horses as well as our 
own two and the Saddle Clubõs arena 
facilities.  
But it costs the Group a minimum of 
Ã8000 to Ã10000 a year to run these 
lessons as well as covering vet fees and 
insurance costs for our two horses, 
entry fees for competitions and just a 
couple of hacking days out for our 
riders each year, and the cost of 

replacement of essential safety 
equipment and tack.  
Testifying to the outstanding work of 
this RDA Group, chairman, David 
Summers said: òThe improvement I 
have witnessed from so many of our 
riders is truly amazing, with some even 
competing in regional and national 
championships.  And for those that do 
not achieve these heights, I know that 
they enjoy the sessions and gain the 
therapeutic benefits that riding 
brings.  
òEvery pound you give helps put a smile 
on our ridersõ faces. Every pound you 
can spare will make a huge difference 
to this worthwhile charity and its work 
so that all riders can enjoy the therapy 
and fun of horses. 
òWe urge anyone kind enough to donate 
to send us a message as weõd love to 
know the reasons for the support.  Itõs 
easy to donate via Just Giving and I 
urge as many people as possible to help 
us on our way.ó 

https://justgiving.com/rc-rda
https://justgiving.com/rc-rda


REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

18 

 Calling all Telescopes 
 
We have some amazing dark skies in 
Swaledale and Arkengarthdale and 
many of us have been tempted to 
purchase an astronomical telescope. At 
that point one of three things tends 
to happen.  
Some of us hesitate because we feel 
we donõt know enough about it. If that 
is you, there is an opportunity this 
spring to find out a bit more to help 
you decide whether to get involved in 
this fascinating hobby.  
Some of us take the plunge but, since 
astronomical telescopes arenõt as easy 
to use as the adverts make out, the 
instrument ends up in the garage, 
cupboard or loft. If that is you, and 
youõd like some advice on how to get 
started again, or, if you would prefer 
to see your telescope rehomed, there 
is an opportunity this spring to get 
some advice and have your telescope 
evaluated.  
Still others purchase a telescope and ð 
with some persistence ð learn how to 
use it. If that is you, there is an 
opportunity to join others in a 
collective moon and star watch on 
Reeth green during this yearõs 
Swaledale Festival. 
Altogether there are four events 
coming up, run by a friendly group of 
amateur astronomers from the Reeth 
Informal Astronomy Group.  
The first is from 7.30pm on Thursday 
13th April at Fremington Village Hall 
(the old Sunday School building 
halfway between Reeth bridge and the 
Dales Bike Centre) when we will be 
talking about choosing and using a 
telescope and also sharing our latest 
night sky photography and the latest 

Astronomy news.  
The second is from 10.00am on the 
morning of Saturday 15th April when we 
will be providing a telescope evaluation 
& advice service, also at Fremington 
Village Hall, after which, if you want to 
go ahead and sell or donate the 
instrument, we will take a picture and 
list it on our website and in the 
Gazette. (Regrettably we donõt have 
space to take it off your hands 
ourselves). 
Finally, if you want to have a go with 
your telescope, we will be putting 
telescopes up on Reeth green for 
people to look at the moon and stars on 
Saturday 27th May and Tuesday 30th 
May, starting at 10.00pm assuming itõs 
clear.  If youõd like to join us for 
either of these two dates please get in 
touch (we need to 
know who is bringing 
a telescope for 
planning purposes).  
All these events are 
free ð though there 
will be a bucket for 
donations with any 
proceeds after costs going to local 
charities.  
Readers interested in the night sky 
may also like to know this yearõs 
Swaledale Festival includes an 
illustrated talk on the Northern Dales 
Night Skies by one of our members, 
Paul Clark, also on May 27th, from 16.00 
to 17.00 in Reeth Memorial Hall. So 
why not book a seat and come to Reeth 
for the talk and a leisurely supper and 
then, if it is clear, join us on the 
green? 
To contact us or for more information 
go to www.reethastro.org.uk, or ring 
Mike Evershed on 01748 884926 or 
Mike Walton on 01748 884820. 
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