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Hudson House 
Centre 
Reeth 

Owned by the Community of  

the Two Dales 
 

Community 

¶  Gallery 

¶  Learning 

¶  Library 

¶  Orchard 

¶  Transport 

National Park Centre 

North Yorkshire CC 

Police 

Richmondshire DC 

Swaledale Festival 
 

Business Forum 

Hot drinks vending machine 

Internet & WiFi 

Local notices & information 

Meeting Rooms 

Tourist Information & Shop 
 

Open all year 

7 days a week 

See website for times 
 

Silver Street Craft Unitôs  

managed by Hudson House.   

For all enquiries contact  

Jill May. 
 

01748 884485 

www.hudsonhouse.info 

ARKENGARTHDALE SPORTS 
ASSOCIATION 
DOMINO DRIVE 

& 
NEW YEAR RAFFLE 

FRIDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2023 
7.30PM 

CB Inn Function Room  
Tea & Supper provided 

Entry Ã4.00 (children Ã2.00) 

Warm and Welcome 

Space  

 
The Kings Arms in Reeth are opening 
their doors until the end of March to 
provide a warm and welcome space this 
winter.  They are doing this in 
partnership with Reeth and District 
Community Transport and 
Richmondshire District Council. 
You can pop in for free hot drinks, 
biscuits and cakes on Thursday and 
Friday afternoons from 2pm.  Come and 
join us and meet new friends, have a 
good laugh, play games or learn a new 
skill like knitting.  There are magazines 
if you just want to sit and have a quiet 
cuppa.  If you have a craft and would 
like to share it with others for a few 
hours, please let us know, we can 
provide the materials. 
Why sit home alone, when you could be 
enjoying yourself in front of a roaring 
fire with old and new friends and 
cakeé 
If you require transport, please call 
Gail on 01748 880021 and the team will 
get you there and back home free of 
charge. 
  

Gina, Phil and Gail and the team 

http://www.hudsonhouse.info


3 

REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

 Gazette Management Team 

Chairman:  Susan Miller  
Longstone, Low Row, Richmond 
DL11 6NA 
Tel: 01748 886 358 
E-mail: chairman@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Secretary:  Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond,  
DL11 6PE 
Tel: 01748 886 292 
E-mail: secretary@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Editor:  Jackie Pope 
Guildy Hall, Muker, Richmond,  
DL11 6QG 
Tel: 07885 498676 
E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Treasurer:  Andrew Bedford 
Glory Be, Blades, Richmond, DL11 6PS 
Tel: 01748 886 974 
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

Subscriptions:  Elsie Whitehead  
5 Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond,  
DL11 6SD 
Tel: 01748 884 132 
E-mail: subscription@reethGazette.co.uk 
  
  

Distribution:  Trevor Brown  
The Cottage, Healaugh, Richmond, 
DL11 6UA 
Tel:    01748 884 111 

Published by  
The Reeth & District Gazette Ltd. 
Company Number: 06541854  
c/o The Company Secretary 

Andrew Bedford, Glory Be, Blades 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL11 6PS 

Tel: 01748 886 974  
E-mail: treasurer@reethGazette.co.uk 
  

No material may be reproduced in 
whole or in part without permission. 
Whilst every care is taken for 
accuracy, the publishers cannot be 
held legally responsible for any errors 
or opinions in articles, listings or 
advertisements. 
  

ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

The Editor welcomes feedback 
At the editorõs discretion, your 

feedback will be published with Editor 
responses as appropriate. 
 Please send feedback to 
editor@reethGazette.co.uk 

Gazette Deadlines 

  

The deadlines for the next  
two months are: 

 
March issue: February 7th 
April issue: March 13th 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this cannot be 
guaranteed and is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette 
 

To post a copy of this Gazette to a 
friend or relative, will require a Large 
Letter size and will cost Ã1.65 second 
class, or Ã2.05 first class. 
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Bridge Dales Transport Ltd    bridgedt@outlook.com 
Chris Bridge       www.bridgedalestransport.co.uk 
Managing Director/Driver 

òSingle, vehicle Transporteró 

High Greenas Farm 

Hurst, Richmond DL11 7NL        Tel 07375602832 

TAKE HOME A PIECE 

OF THE DALES 

 

Call into our shop in 

Muker Upper 

Swaledale and see 

what unique garments 

we have on display 

from hand knit 

cardigans, sweaters, 

hats, scarves & gloves 

to machine knit 

sweaters & cardigans 

for both ladies & 

gents. We also stock 

sheepskin rugs, 

slippers & gloves. 

WE ARE OPEN 

EVERYDAY 

Tel. 01748 886251 

Email: mail@swaledalewoollens.co.uk  

or visit our website where you can order online: 

www.swaledalewoollens.co.uk 

 

 

 

The Swaledale Scout Group would like 
to give a big thank you to all of you who 
supported the Big Breakfast at the 
Memorial Hall. The event raised Ã400 
for the group and we hope has raised 
one more volunteer as a leader. We 
still need at least two volunteers for 
the beaver Colony to be able to 
progress.. 
We would also like to thank all the 
stalwart supporters who spent a happy 
five hours cooking, washing, cleaning 
and who set up and dismantled the 
tables and chairs. 
The scouts provided an excellent 
waiting service and helped with most of 
the other duties too! 
If you can offer two or three sessions 
a term, that helps the planning and 
delivery of activities for our group and 
these are all tailored to the relevant 
age groups.  Please contact Paul on 
07866 532137 
Thanks again for the great support you 
gave our Big Breakfast! 

Paul Roger 

REETH LITERARY 
INSTITUTE TRUST 

 
Limited grants are available from 
the Trust for voluntary bodies and 
individuals working for the 

interest 
of social welfare and education, 
with the object of improving life 
within the township of Reeth. 
Applications are invited to the 

Trust 
at 5 Langhorne Drive, Reeth, 
by 28th February 2023. 

. 
A financial statement may be 

required. 

mailto:bridgedt@outlook.com
http://www.bridgedalestransport.co.uk
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Lady Interior Decorator  
Painting & Decorating, Competitive rates  

Established 30 Years: Based in Richmond 

Free estimates, Friendly advice, Est 29 years 

             Call Yvonne on: 07838378836             

  Email: yvonnesdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

889951  
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 T.A.R.Longstaff 

 
Mobile Hydraulic hose 
repairs in Reeth and 
surrounding areas, 
anywhere anytime.  

 
Also mobile on site 

welding.  
      

Tel Percy on 
07889725349. 
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World Day of Prayer 2023 

 
Friday 3rd March 14.30  

St Maryõs Church, Arkengarthdale 
World Day of Prayer is an international 
ecumenical organisation which enables 
people all over the world to share the 
ideas and concerns of the writing 
country. All this work will come to 
fruition on Friday 3rd March 2023 
when people will gather to celebrate the 
service prepared by the women of 
Taiwan. The Day of Prayer is celebrated 
in over 120 countries. It begins in 
Samoa and prayer in native languages 
travels throughout the world --- 
through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, 
Europe and the Americas before 
finishing in American Samoa some 38 
hours later. 
òI HAVE HEARD ABOUT YOUR FAITHó 
Our sisters in Taiwan are sending us 
blessings with the service they have 
prepared.  Taiwan is an island rich in 
natural resources and culturally diverse. 
The women of Taiwan share the issues 
faced geographically, politically and 
socially and also their hopes for the 
future. Let us join with them as we give 
thanks for the beautiful island and 
people of Taiwan and encourage one 
another in our faith just as Apostle Paul 
did in his letters. 
We do hope you will join us on Friday 3rd 
March at 2.30pm at St Maryõs Church 
Arkengarthdale. Everyone is welcome.  
If you would like a copy of the service 
booklet in advance or if you would like 
to help with the preparation for our 
service please contact Pauline on 01748 
886790. More information can be found 
on the WDP website: wwdp.org.uk. 

Pauline Oldershaw, Secretary, 
Christians Together in Swaledale 



REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

8 

 

 
 
 
Consulting Structural & Civil  

Engineers 
Structural Surveys 

All design work undertaken  
whether domestic or commercial,  

large or small 
Telephone:  01748 886717 
Email:  office@vdg.co.uk 
Website :  vdg.co.uk 
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Bellegreen Holiday Cottage 
Overlooking Reeth Green 
Sleeps 7 in 4 bedrooms 

 

www.bellegreen.com 
Keith@bellegreen.com 

0115 9222257 

                                            

BILL MARTIN decd. 

William Oliver Martin (to give Bill his 
full name) died peacefully in a nursing 
home on 29 December aged ninety. Bill 
was born in Gateshead; he had an aunt 
with a cottage at Booze in 
Arkengarthdale. During the second 
world war Bill and his younger brother 
Alan were evacuated to Booze. He 
attended Arkengarthdale School and 
had many tales to tell of his time 
there. Bill worked as an accountant. On 
his retirement he and his wife Eileen 
came to live in Hill Close Reeth. Bill had 
a long association with Arkengarthdale 
Methodist Chapel and was its treasurer 
for a time. 
Bill was a keen sportsman in his 
younger days, playing football in 
Gateshead and during his National 
Service. He was a keen runner taking 
part in the Swaledale marathon and 
other events. He enjoyed the game of 
golf and was a member of the 
Richmond club for many years. He was 
in his mid eighties before he stopped 

playing. 
Bill loved Arkengarthdale.  He spent 
many hours walking there and a òfewó 
hours in the CB Inn and the Red Lion. 
He was a very good friend to many in 
the two dales,  always helpful and 
supportive to local people. 
His funeral was at St. Maryõs Church 
Arkengarthdale followed by burial in 
the Methodist graveyard, on 16 
January. 
He will be sadly missed by his widow 
Eileen, his brother Alan and his many 
friends in the Dales. 

Richard Good 

Bill at the Queenõs Jubilee in 
2022.  Picture by Ray Wright 
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 All aspects of tree work carried out  
by fully insured and NPTC  
qualified tree surgeons. 

 

Tree removal, pruning, planting, 
hedging and stump grinding. 

 

Contact Tom Hollingworth 
07929322227 

www.arborestrees.co.uk 

Time and talents to offer 

the Swaledale Festival? 
 
Itõs really rewarding being involved 
with something that is successful and 
provides pleasure to lots of people.  
Itõs even better if it also brings 
visitors and revenue to the Dales. 
There are many very worthwhile 
organisations in the Dales that aim to 
do all of that  - and the Swaledale 
Festival is one of them.   We know 
that the Festival is popular;  our track 
record of excellent ticket sales bears 
witness to that.  Two weeks of music, 
arts and walking clearly appeal to 
locals and visitors from near and far. 
We donõt like to boast but we are 
proud of the accolades that the 
Festival has won.  Weõve picked up six 
major national and international 
awards over the last few years, 
including the prestigious Queenõs 
Award for Voluntary Service 2018, in 
recognition of our strong volunteer 
ethos.   We couldnõt achieve any of 
what we do without our loyal bunch of 
volunteers who contribute so much, so 
willingly, to help make the Festival 
successful year after year. 
We are now looking for additional 
Board members and we would love to 
hear from you, particularly if you have 
knowledge, experience and expertise 
in IT, fund-raising or HR.  What would 
you get out of it?  The sense of 
satisfaction that comes from 
contributing to a professional and well
-run organisation, working with a 
stimulating bunch of people and having 
a lot of fun. 
To find out more, please contact our 
Chairman, Sue Miller on 01748 886358 
or email chairman@swalefest.org  

mailto:chairman@swalefest.org
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DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴǎ κ wƻƻŬƴƎ 

YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŬǩƴƎ κ WƻƛƴŜǊȅ 

.ŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ǎǳƛǘŜǎ κ ¢ƛƭƛƴƎ  

tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

tŀǝƻǎ κ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ κ DǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

CǊŜŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ κ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ 

No Job too small 

D Reynoldson 

11, Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond  

North Yorkshire, DL11 6SD 

01748884309 / 07792458801 

Email: david.reeth1@outlook.com 

Dales Reyno-Vations  
 
 
 

Visitor Centre Open Daily 
 

1897 Coffee Shop 

NEW Sourdough Pizza Menu 

 Seasonal cheese themed dishes 

 

Cheese Shop & Experience 

Daily demos, sampling & gifts   

 

Taste of Yorkshire Pairing Room 

Guided pairings & accompaniments 

 

Join our NEW Loyalty Card 

FREE entry for 12 months 

 
wensleydale.co.uk  

The AGM of The Reeth and District 
Gazette Ltd will be held in the 
Institute at Low Row at 7pm on 
Monday 27th March 2023. 

Carol Singing in Low Row 
 
Unfortunately, due to the weather our 
church Carol Service had to be 
cancelled this year.  However about 80 
people turned up to the carol singing in 
front of the Punch Bowl on Christmas 
Eve with music once again provided by 
the Lundberg family ð Emma, Rebecca, 
Victoria and Freddie.  
An impromptu collection raised Ã160 
which has been sent to the Yorkshire 
Air Ambulance, an organisation we 
really appreciate in the dales.  Many 
thanks to all who supported the event. 

Sue Alderson 
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Owd Roy 

 
It was lovely to see so many people at 
the Owd Roy Domino Drive in Muker on 
6th January.  This event traditionally 
raises funds for Muker Literary 
Institute, and with the great turnout 
of 68 players and the excellent and 
tempting raffle prizes, Ã670 was 
raised.  Huge thanks to those who 
helped organise it and provide the 
supper. 

For some years the Owd Roy dominoes 
has been on the Friday closest to 6th 
January.  Before that, it was always 
held on the Wednesday before 6th 
January, the move to a Friday being 
more convenient and also allowing more 
children to come and play as it is not a 
òschool nightó.  The tradition of raising 
funds for the Institute goes back 
before this though, a predecessor of 
the Domino Drive being a concert, 
supper and dance organised by 
members of the Institute up until 
about 30 years ago.  The supper was 
put together as a result of the 
children going round all the houses 
òbeggingó for contributions, and 
tickets for the concert and the dance 
were 1/6d each. 

But before even that, is the Owd Roy 
itself, or TõAwd Roy, and I am grateful 
to Chris Lloyd, who writes about local 
history every week in The Darlington 
and Stockton Times and The Northern 
Echo, for permission to publish his 
article which appeared on December 
23rd 2022 and tells of the annual 3 
day celebrations in Muker in the 19th 
and early 20th century. 
IN the olden days, the highlight of 
Christmas in the Dales was TõAwd Roy 
festival that was centred on the three 
inns of Muker and drew all dalesfolk ð 
leadminers and farmers alike ð from 
miles around.  TõAwd Roy was a 
rollicking time of eating spiced cakes, 
singing dialect songs, drinking good 
ale, dancing strange Yorkshire 
òwhishingó dances, and, letõs not beat 
about the mistletoe, snogging pretty 
lasses. 
The joys of TõAwd Roy were described 
vividly in the D&S Times of 100 years 
ago this week by TP Cooper, who 
lamented that, after the First World 
War, the festival had died out. 
The word òroyó, he said, was an old 
leadminersõ word for a òspreeó, or 
party, but it also acted as a market 
and as a way for tradesmen to get 
their yearõs accounts settled. 
It began three or four days before 
January 6, which was known as òold 
Christmas Dayó ð until 1752, when 
Britain adopted the Gregorian 
calendar and lost 11 days, January 6 
was the day on which Christmas was 
celebrated. 
The festival began with òeight or ten 
canny lads going about the village 
wearing large aprons held out by the 
corners, and the housefolk each in 
turn threw in cheesecakes, Christmas 
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 loaves, secret cakes, tarts and all sorts 
of spiced confections and even flesh 
meató, wrote TP Cooper. 
A large drum appeared from nowhere 
and they chanted as they went: 
òNow TõAwd Roy is come 
Let us beat up the drum 
And call all our neighbours together 
And when they appear 
Let us make them such cheer 
As will keep out the wind and the 
weather.ó 
The food was taken to three inns: the 
Queenõs Head, kept by Will Peacock 
and known as òtõawd houseó; the 
Farmersõ Arms, where Jim Kearton was 
the landlord, and the Kingõs Head, 
where Frank Kendall was the 
òbonifaceó. 
The pubs kept an open house 
throughout TõAwd Roy. 
The first day of the festival was a 
market, with traders from all over the 
dale congregating to sell their wares. 
On the second day, said Mr Cooper, 
òthere were outdoors sports: lowping, 
two hitches, three hitches, hipsy-
gipsy, and cat gallows, hurdle jumping 
and pole jumping, trotting matches, 
shooting at Loaning ð that is in the 
lane, where an improvised target was 
placed on a convenient treeó. 
We have no idea what any of those 
sports actually were. If you can tell us 
how to lowp, or to play hipsy-gipsy or 
cat gallows, or what the difference 
might be between two hitches and 
three hitches, weõd love to hear from 
you. 
òWork was suspended in the 
leadmines,ó continued Mr Cooper, who 
was a Yorkshire antiquary who wrote 
more than 100 books about the 
countyõs history and customs in the 

early decades of the 20th Century, òand 
the feast was a general gathering of 
Dales folk. 
òThe badgers ð flower and meal dealers 
ð were there collecting their accounts 
as the miners were flush having just 
received their monthly pay.ó 
Badgers were a variety of travelling 
salesmen who specialised in foodstuffs, 
but presumably other travellers who 
needed paying were also present, like 
pedlars, chapmen and packmen. 
Mr Cooper continued: òThe blacksmith, 
an eccentric person nicknamed òJordy 
at Brigend wrong side outó attended for 
the payment of his charges and Dr 
Rudd, with others, presented their bills. 
òThe inns were frequented day and 
night and their ample boards were the 
haunt of good fellowship and mirth. The 
jollifications, of course, were greatly 
enhanced by the usual fiddlers or 
wandering minstrels who habitually 
visited the feast. 
òTõAwd Inn was my favourite resort. It 
was in the spacious kitchen, with its 
gleaming utensils, well scoured floor, 
and its cosy inglenook, that the buxom 
hostess promoted the mirth of the 
company with her roguish smiles and 
humorous rejoinders. 
òAt intervals, amid bursts of honest and 
unceremonious laughter, good old 
fashioned native ballads were lustily 
rendered and the refrain of a quaint 
Muker song still rings in my ears: òI love 
Jock Willy Betty, Jock Willy Betty 
loves meó. 
òThe old fiddlers strummed many a 
melody and dancing proper generally 
commenced about six oõclock and a large 
room upstairs, garlanded with glistening 
holly and mistletoe and partially illumed 
with candles, was utilised for the 
purpose.ó 
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 The grand finale of TõAwd Roy was the 
Princum Prankum, or òwhishing danceó, 
held in the upstairs of the Queenõs 
Head.  It was, said Mr Cooper, òa 
merry proceeding, perhaps only known 
to those acquainted with the district 
and its dialectó. He remembered it 
being begun by Tish Tom, òthe bravest 
of ladsó, who danced about the room 
with only a cushion for company. The 
cushion was known as the òwhishingó 
and, when directed by the musicians, 
he placed in front of the bonniest lass 
ð Rose Herd, of Reeth. She knelt on 
the cushion while he kissed her, and 
then òthey both rose up and took up 
the whishing, tripped round and round, 
up and down, and with lilting voices 
sang: ôPrincum Prankum is a very fine 
dance, shall we dance it once again, 
arm in arm, round and round, me that 
loves a bonny lass, will kiss her on the 
groundõ.ó 
Then it was Roseõs turn to place the 
whishing in front of her favourite lad 
who, after a snog, joined the dance, 
and so it went on, with everyone 
joining until they were all dancing and 
singing and kissing. 
òIt was a pleasant, lively and natural 
scene,ó said Mr Cooper. òWith 
unconstrained careless gait, they 
danced in the freedom and gaiety of 
their hearts. How they did dance! The 
streaming hair and fluttering skirts of 
the lasses greatly enhanced the happy 
frolic.ó 
Of course, all good things come to an 
end, all merry-making runs its course. 
òThe hours of happiness and festival 
pass,ó concluded Mr Cooper. òThey end 
in soft and pensive regrets, and 
throughout the year we think of 
Christmastide ôas the King of the 
seasons all!õ.ó 
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The Black Bull 
wŜŜǘƘΩǎ hƭŘŜǎǘ LƴƴΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ wŜŀƭ !ƭŜǎ 

 

Comfortable en-suite  
accommodation,         
Traditional Pub Fayre served daily 
Sunday Carvery (booking advised), 
Coaches welcome 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01748 884 213,   
Email: bookings@theblackbullreeth.co.uk, 

Black Bull, Reeth, DL11 6SZ, 
www.theblackbullreeth.co.uk 

mailto:bookings@theblackbullreeth.co.uk
http://www.theblackbullreeth.co.uk
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Forthcoming Free Events 
Digital Talk: Plastic Free Woodlands 
Wednesday 1 February 2023, 4.30pm 
50 million trees must be planted each 
year to counteract Britainõs 
contribution to climate change. Trees 
often need protecting from grazing 
animals or harsh weather conditions to 
become established, however without 
radical changes to the way we plant 
trees, 1.5 billion plastic tubes may end 
up littering the environment and 
damaging ecosystems by 2050. Mike 
Appleton, Plastic Free Woodlands 
Project Officer for Yorkshire Dales 
Millennium Trust and Vice President of 
Friends of the Dales, Mark Corner will 
talk about the YDMT project to break 
our reliance on plastic and find 
sustainable alternatives in woodland 
creation.  
Digital Talk: Raptor Persecution 
Wednesday 22 February 2023, 4.30pm 
Investigations Officer for the RSPB, 
Howard Jones will bring to life the 
cases and day to day work of fighting 
wildlife crime, with a focus on North 
Yorkshire ð the worst place in the UK 
for bird of prey persecution. 
Both these talks are free and by Zoom, 
to book your place email 
victoria.benn@friendsofthedales.org.uk
Social Stroll 
Wednesday 22 March 2023, 9.30am ð 
1pm 
The first of our Social Strolls, created 
for people who want to walk over less 
arduous terrain with time to chat and 
socialise. This walk promotes the 
benefit of using buses to get out into 

the Yorkshire landscape, this one 
incorporating a linear route back. After 
meeting at Skipton Bus Station, walkers 
will take the bus to Gargrave, returning 
to Skipton by the Leeds Liverpool canal 
tow path.  
This walk is free, but booking is 
essential as numbers are limited. To 
secure your place email: 
victoria.benn@friendsofthedales.org.uk 

mailto:victoria.benn@friendsofthedales.org.uk
mailto:victoria.benn@friendsofthedales.org.uk
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Cleaner wanted  

to clean a 3 bedroom house  in 

Arkengarthdale, 4 hours every fortnight.   

Please contact Katie Field for 

more  details: 

07974956644 / kandgfield@icloud.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Update 
Musical Cultures ð FREE workshops 
and concerts 
Our team of young people have 
planned three more amazing world 
music workshops taking place in 
February and March 2023. Sessions 
are FREE to attend for ages 11-19yrs 
- We are happy to consider other 
ages too, please get in touch. 
Instruments are provided and 
everyone is welcome to come and take 
part and find out about different 
musical cultures and styles and have 
fun making-music together. PLEASE 
register your place as we only have a 
limited number of spaces available. 
Reggae Grooves with Michael Yare. 
Sunday 12th February, 10.00am ð 
5.00pm at Thoralby Village Hall, DL8 
3SU. 
Caribbean Steel Drums with Nicole 
Coker. Sunday 26th February, 
10.00am ð 5.00pm at Thoralby Village 
Hall, DL8 3SU. 
Bhangra Dance and Drums with 
Hardeep Sahota. Sunday 12th March, 
10.00am ð 5.00pm at Thoralby Village 
Hall, DL8 3SU. 
 
Each workshop will finish with an 
informal sharing performance at 
4.30pm when our guest music leaders 
and participants will present what 
they have created during the day. All 
welcome, pay as you feel donations 

appreciated. Refreshments will also be 
available. These sessions are 
supported by NYMAZ and Youth 
Music, using public funding from the 
National Lottery through Arts Council 
England. 
 
Thinking of a career in music? 
Interested in how to produce and 
release your own music or artwork? 
Wondering what other ôoffstageõ 
opportunities exist in the Creative 
Industries? We are delighted to have 
teamed up with David Owen from Flash 
Company Arts. There are six FREE 
sessions taking place on Zoom and in-
person which will cover industry 
insights, song writing, productions 
skills, distribution and promotion, 
health and wellbeing, touring and 
performing, as well as exploring the 
many supporting roles which help 
artists create amazing events and 
releases. Register your interest today! 
 
Want to play in a band? Our regular 
Play/ Record/Perform sessions take 
place on Fridays 6.30pm ð 9.30pm and 
Sundays 2.00pm ð 5.00pm. Contact us 
to find out more. 
 
To book your FREE place or find out 
more information contact Colin Bailey 
on 07711 211169, email 
info@blueboxt.co.uk or book online 
at www.blueboxt.co.uk  

mailto:kandgfield@icloud.com.
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Swaledale Roots 

 
I received an email last month from 
William Pedley, currently living and 
working in Papua New Guinea, who 
describes himself as òan avid reader 
based on the other side of the worldó 
keeping in touch with Swaledale 
through the Reeth Gazette online. I 
asked him to elaborate on his roots and 
he sent me this. Ed. 
My family is from Grinton, where my 
Aunt (Elsie Pedley) was the 
Postmistress following her parentsõ 
deaths in 1970 (Martha Jane Pedley, 
nee Hird) and Edward Pedley (died 
1954). Elsie was also the St Andrews 
church organist for 60 years. 
 My branch of the Pedley tribe we can 
trace back to the 1600õs, and was 
primarily involved in lead mining. A 
great uncle was killed by a falling slab 
of stone in a quarry near Marske and I 
recall a tale of another ancestor dying 
on Christmas Eve after suffering a 
partially collapsed mine shaft, dragging 
himself to the mouth of the mine but 
unable to move further, somewhere on 
Grinton Moor. No-one could find him as 
there was a thick fog and despite the 
ringing of the curfew bell throughout 
that evening, he was unable to move. 
For at least a couple of hundred years 
the family base was Blades (above Low 
Row), ideally positioned for working in 
Gunnerside Gill and Old Gang. My great 
grandfather was a William Pedley and 
there is at least another one in the 
previous generation, so my only 
identifier is my middle name! 
I have been brought up from infancy 
steeped in family history and legends 
of that sort. Suffering the misfortune 
of being born beyond the hallowed 

boundaries of Yorkshire 
(Leicestershire), I was nevertheless 
brought back òhomeó to Grinton every 
year of my life and have spent many, 
many happy hours roaming the Dale, 
meeting local characters, and 
absorbing the traditions of the dale. I 
have also journeyed to Dubuque, Iowa 
and Galena in Illinois tracing the 
Pedleys and found the Calverts, 
Metcalfs and Aldersons strongly 
present there still after emigrating in 
the mid-19th Century, along with a 
Sherriff Pedley. I hope he is still going 
strong as he and his family gave me a 
great welcome. They still speak there 
of the òold languageó meaning the 
Swaledale dialect, which has now died 
out. 
 I recall helping deliver the post years 
ago, though I was so young I doubt I 
was any help at all. I can remember the 
narrow roads brimming with milk 
churns, seeing a man sowing by hand a 
field high up Fremington Edge, helping 
scythe Grinton Churchyard to keep it 
neat and tidy and the sheep maintaining 
a beautiful sward of grass throughout. 
I understand the passion for rewilding, 
but I regret that that results in a 
decaying churchyard which is 
obliterating all those wonderfully 
interesting old gravestones. The Post 
Office was a quaint affair, accessed 
directly from the living room where 
there was such a gorgeous, roaring fire 
going every single day of the year that 
many customers ended up chatting to 
us over a cup of tea by the fire. This 
PO is replicated at the Richmondshire 
Museum which even has an attempt at 
recreating a model of my Aunt Elsie. 
Other memories include participating in 
Reeth Fair running 100 yard, 220 yard 
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 and 440 yard races, swimming in the 
Swale, talking to John Raw (of òNeddy 
Houseó), learning the story of the rise 
of the Sunter brothers and other 
prominent dales people , listening to 
òThe Majoró (talking about his 
experiences on the North West 
Frontier in India), many, many farmers 
complaining abouté.pretty much 
everything,! Learning about the 
importance of non-conformism in the 
Dale and my familyõs respect and 
enthusiasm for those Methodist and 
Quaker communities, despite their 
very close involvement with St 
Andrews (my grandfather was the 
Sexton and all the family attended 
often two or even three times every 
Sunday for the various services). They 
taught me that the hymns in the 
Boosey and Hawkes edition of hymns 
are the very best and their largely 
mournful, wistful hymns are powerful 
reminders of the harsh times the 
miners endured as the lead industry 
declined. 
 My father was a passionate defender 
of the environment ð there is a stand 
of trees up Grinton near Swale Hall 
that he managed to protect from 
developers at some point (was it in the 
40õs or 50õs?) by lying down in front of 
the bulldozers, a passionate (manic?) 
goalkeeper who was part of the Reeth 
Athletic team which won the Ripon Cup 
and which included my uncle Will 
(William Hird Pedley) ð probably the 
brightest highlight in the history of 
Reeth FC. He related with great 
fondness how he used to be kicked so 
savagely that he would often pass 
blood when urinating after some 
matches. Goalkeepers today have it 
easy! When playing football or cricket 

for Grinton (possibly also Reeth FC but 
I am not sure) their òchanging roomó 
was a cow byre now part of the Dales 
Bike Centre. My fatherõs brothers all 
up and left the dale in pursuit of work 
ð Dad in education as the main 
advocate of Comprehensive Schools, my 
uncle Will becoming agriculture 
Controller of East Anglia, my uncle 
Teddy becoming Chief Constable of 
Hartlepool police, my uncle Frank 
becoming Chief Education Officer for 
Bradford,  but they all missed the dale, 
my dad often musing whether all that 
career-chasing was worth the 
uprooting from his home community. 
Pedleys populated the Reeth Brass 
Band ð there used to be a picture of 
the band hanging in the Grinton house 
taken in 1920 something where there 
were some 
10 Pedleys 
of one kind 
or another 
out of about 
15 members! 
So I have 
carried on 
the 
tradition of instilling the love of the 
Dale into my children (Robin ð named 
after my father and Sofie), bringing 
them every year to walk, absorb the 
history and appreciate that magical 
quality of clean, fresh air of the 
òbeautiful daleó. It has been a life-long 
ambition of mine to acquire a foothold 
back in the dale so that I can pass this 
on to my children, hence my taking jobs 
far and wide to generate enough money 
to realise that. I am going to retire 
initially to Beverley, East Yorks, having 
just bought a property there, so I am 
on the way! 



REETH  AND  DISTRICT  GAZETTE  LTD  

20 

 Hudson House 
Your valuable community asset 

 
Rooms for hire 

Suitable for meetings, lectures, talks,  
training or social events.  

The Meeting Room - maximum of 30 
people. 

The Meeting Place (evenings only) ð 
maximum of 10 people. 

Access to PCs, Internet, printer, photo-
copier, laminator and kitchen facilities. 

 

 
The Orchard Gallery for hire 

Suitable for exhibitions of paintings,  
photographs and other artwork.  
Own entrance through the garden.  
Sales can be handled for you. 

For prices (special rates for community use),  
bookings or more information please 

contact Jill May on 01748 884 485 or  
admin@hudsonhouse.info 


