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The Gazette is online: 
www.2dales.org.uk 

First Thoughts 
 
This edition sees the first of our 
occasional features with the broad 
heading òFocus Onéó  We live in a place 
with a long and interesting history.  
Some things have stayed much the 
same for many years, others have 
changed out of recognition or 
disappeared.  Some have evolved into 
something else more fitting for life in 
the twenty-first century.  The idea of 
this series is to focus on one 
institution or place or building and 
contrast its history with how it is  used 
today.  I am indebted to Helen 
Bainbridge at the Swaledale Museum 
for her input into the historical side; 
the present day use is recorded as a 
result of my own observations and 
interviews with current users. 
The first institution we shall Focus On 
is Reeth Market.  The front cover 
shows a copy of the original market 
charter. The document dates from 
1694 in the reign of King William III 
and Queen Mary II and is in Latin but 
grants the right to a Friday market in 
Reeth.  It is reproduced with 
permission from the North Yorkshire 
County Records Office.  
If you have any comments about the 
historical pieces from Helen in this 
series, please get in touch with either 
of us, as an extended version of these 
articles will be part of a larger 
historical guidebook to Swaledale, 
produced by the Museum. 

 
Jackie Pope, Editor 
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ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

The Editor welcomes feedback 
At the editorõs discretion, your 

feedback will be published with Editor 
responses as appropriate. 
 Please send feedback to 
editor@reethGazette.co.uk 

Gazette Deadlines 

  

The deadlines for the next  
two months are: 

 
February issue: January 10th 
March issue: February 7th 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this cannot be 
guaranteed and is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette 
 

To post a copy of this Gazette to a 
friend or relative, will require a Large 
Letter size and will cost Ã1.65 second 
class, or Ã2.05 first class. 
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disoriented in the complex system. It 
was just as dark underground as it was 
on the surface! 

 
You can now donate while spending at 
Amazon SMILE, just log in to Amazon 
Smile when you next spend, and then 
select Swaledale Mountain Rescue as 
your charity. 
 
We now have stock of our 2022/23 
neck tubes.  These are available from 
the Kings Head Gunnerside or via eBay, 
just search for; 
SWALEDALE MRT Neck Tube, 2023 
New design.  Charity Fundraiser for 
SMRT.   
 
Or drop us a message via our Facebook 
page or email us at 
secretary@swaledalemrt.org.uk, or use 
our online contact form on the website, 
swaledalemrt.org.uk 
 
We would like to wish all our 
supporters a very Happy New Year!  
 

SMRT 

In an emergency DIAL 999 ask for 
the POLICE then Mountain Rescue / 
Cave Rescue / Mine Rescue/ Flood 
Rescue 
 
Charity No. 501885, providing 
Mountain and Cave Rescue in the 
Northern Yorkshire Dales 
The team is made up of highly trained 
volunteers available 24/7 in any 
weather, any time. 
MOUNTAIN AND CAVE RESCUE 
TEAM 
 
Incidents Nov 7th to Dec 1st 
 
1 Incident this edition 
 
On average we respond to between 40 
to 50 calls each year. 
 
A quieter month for the team, but 
very busy with training our medics & 
water team ready for the winter 
months ahead. 
 
Incident 39: 20/11/2022: Called late 
at night by the Police to search for a 
missing person thought to exploring a 
disused lead mine. Initial surface 
search by the team and police followed 
by a quick underground search. The 
missing person was located in the mine 
having become  

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ ǳǎŜ ƻƴ 
wŜǎŎǳŜ офΦ 

mailto:secretary@swaledalemrt.org.uk
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Consulting Structural & Civil  

Engineers 
Structural Surveys 

All design work undertaken  
whether domestic or commercial,  

large or small 
Telephone:  01748 886717 
Email:  office@vdg.co.uk 
Website :  vdg.co.uk 

VICTORIA COTTAGE 

Lovely Period Cottage 
Overlooking Reeth Green 
Great Views. Sleeps 4 

 

Email: 
judy.roger@btinternet.com 

 

Website: 
www.victoriacottagereeth.com 

{ΦWΦw tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ 

tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

/ ϧ Dκ!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ / ϧ D vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ 

wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ²ƛǘƘ ±ŜǊȅ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ wŀǘŜǎ 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ wŜŜǘƘ  

01748-884036 
Or 07977-297563 

ARKENGARTHDALE SPORTS 
ASSOCIATION 

 
DOMINO DRIVE 

& 
NEW YEAR RAFFLE 

 
FRIDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2023 

7.30PM 
CB Inn Function Room  

 
Tea & Supper provided 

Entry Ã4.00 (children Ã2.00) 
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D. J. OLNEY  
Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior  

Call  

01748 825472 or  

07801 026 006  

Rose Cottage 

Just off the village green in Reeth 

Sleeps 4 

Dogs welcome 

Tel 01964 562239 

Email: rosecottagereeth@gmail.com 

Just the Job! 
 
Wensleydale entrepreneur Jodie 
McGregor is launching a new job 
platform called Gate this month, 
helping match employers and 
candidates in rural areas and small 
towns across the UK but starting here 
in North Yorkshire.  Having lived in 
the Dales or the North York Moors 
most of her life she has experienced 
first hand how hard it is to search for 
jobs when there isnõt a central 
platform to find them, and also how 
hard it is for employers to get their 
job in front of potential new 
employees.  òMy Dadõs a dairy farmeró 
she says, òand heõs been looking for an 
extra worker for some time but 
doesnõt have a platform to advertise 
onó.  Jodie is excited to be bringing 
this new venture to life and helping to 
support communities in rural area. 
Jodie can be contacted through her 
website at www.gatejobs.co.uk 

https://www.gatejobs.co.uk/
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Visitor Centre Open Daily 
 

1897 Coffee Shop 

NEW Wensleydale Sourdough Pizza 

Menu launching this January 

 

Cheese Shop & Experience 

Daily demos, sampling & gifts   

 

NEW óTaste of Yorkshireô Room 

Guided pairings & accompaniments 

 

Join our NEW Loyalty Card 

FREE entry for 12 months 

 
wensleydale.co.uk  

Reeth New Year 

Firework Display 
Fireworks display is on Sunday  1st 
January commencing on Reeth Green at 
7pm. Barbeque. Collectors with buckets 
will be in attendance for your 
donations. 
 
We, the Reeth firework committee, 
thank you for your support. 

Wensleydale 

Tournament of Song 
 
 
Just a reminder that the Syllabus is 
still available from me
(Email secretary.wts@outlook.com Tel. 
07423 532544), from Hewsonõs of 
Leyburn, or on the website which can 
be downloaded. Entries must arrive 
before January 31st, and early arrival 
of your entry form would be much 
appreciated, as it all tends to get very 
hectic by mid January. 

Jacqueline Wilson 

Leyburn Arts & 

Community Centre 

 
I'm typing on a cold, grey, foggy 
miserable winter day! But weõve passed 
the shortest day and we can begin to 
look forward to Spring. This is 
certainly what the management and 
events teams are doing as we plan 
activities and events for January to 
March. There are some new events and 
some old regular popular items too. We 
hope something for everyone! 
 
After the success of his previous 
concerts we have booked further 
filmed live in Dublin concerts by Andre 
Rieu for January. Also planned are a 
Saffron fundraising evening and a 
return visit of Dixon County and LADS 
after their sold out concerts. We are 
also participating in the Warm Spaces 
project to have somewhere warm and 
welcoming for anyone who wishes to 
save a little on their heating and come 
and have some company. Other venues 
in Leyburn are also included. 
As always, see the website, collect a 
flyer or call in to reception to find out 
more.  

Jeannie Bishop 

mailto:secretary.wts@outlook.com
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Lady Interior Decorator  
Painting & Decorating, Competitive rates  

Established 30 Years: Based in Richmond 

Free estimates, Friendly advice, Est 29 years 

             Call Yvonne on: 07838378836             

  Email: yvonnesdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

Bridge Dales Transport Ltd    bridgedt@outlook.com 
Chris Bridge       www.bridgedalestransport.co.uk 
Managing Director/Driver 

òSingle, vehicle Transporteró 

High Greenas Farm 

Hurst, Richmond DL11 7NL        Tel 07375602832 

REETH LITERARY 
INSTITUTE TRUST 

 
Limited grants are available from 
the Trust for voluntary bodies and 
individuals working for the 

interest 
of social welfare and education, 
with the object of improving life 
within the township of Reeth. 
Applications are invited to the 

Trust 
at 5 Langhorne Drive, Reeth, 
by 28th February 2023. 

. 
A financial statement may be 

required. 

mailto:bridgedt@outlook.com
http://www.bridgedalestransport.co.uk
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 Focus Oné 
 

Reeth Green and Market, then.. 

Reeth is defined by its village green; 
the settlement is distinctive for its 
formal arrangement of buildings around 
it. Each Friday there is a market on 
the green, but few perhaps appreciate 
that it has a long history. Though we 
can be precise about when the market 
officially started, the birth and 
development of the green is more 
difficult to plot. 
The archaeologist Andrew Fleming has 
suggested, in his not uncontentious 
Swaledale, Valley of the Wild River 
(1998) that in the medieval period 
Reeth did not have the green we see 
today, but ôwas T-shaped, with a long 
narrow greenõ with a straggle of houses 
along a road following a terrace 
overlooking the Swale, with a further 
row of houses extending north from 

these on a line fronting the west side 
of the green. [See Fig.1]  

While todayôs pattern of settlement 
relates to the position of the present 
main road as it enters the village and to 
the Arkengarthdale road, there are in 
addition, a number of paths, as well as 
the tracks shown on old maps, which 
support the idea of other routes along 
which settlement may once have 
focused. For example, the Back Lane 
towards Healaugh, which now bypasses 
the heart of Reeth, and a track leading 
west from Anvil Square suggest a 
former approach to the green, which 
appears to have taken a more westerly 
alignment. Others argue that there was 
a more complex plan, which this layout 
overcut. 
 As the population of Reeth began to 
expand in the seventeenth century, in 
response to the booming leadmining 
industry, a demand grew for both more 

housing and a regular market. On 
23rd March 1695 Philip, 4th 
Baron Wharton, Lord of the 
Manor, obtained a charter for a 
weekly market and four annual 
fairs to be held at Reeth ôfor 
buying and selling all, and all 
manner of cattle, goods, things 
and merchandiseõ. The elaborate 
and imposing charter survives to 
this day at North Yorkshire 
County Record Office. [See 
front cover] However further 
documentation in relation to the 
charter survives at The National 

Archives at Kew. This was discovered 
by Alan Mills, transcribed and 
translated from the Latin to English 
during his research on the Green for 
the Big Dig in 2016, and reveals the 
necessary preliminaries required 

Fig.1 A conjectural reconstruction of 
medieval Reeth, overlaid on the 1844 
Tithe map by Alan Mills, from The 
Swaledale Big Dig Final Report, 2016, 
p.24. Dwellings (tofts) are shown in 
blue; probable trackways are shown in 
yellow. 
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DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǝƻƴǎ κ wƻƻŬƴƎ 

YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŬǩƴƎ κ WƻƛƴŜǊȅ 

.ŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ǎǳƛǘŜǎ κ ¢ƛƭƛƴƎ  

tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

tŀǝƻǎ κ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ κ DǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

CǊŜŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ κ LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ 

No Job too small 

D Reynoldson 

11, Place Hill, Reeth, Richmond  

North Yorkshire, DL11 6SD 

01748884309 / 07792458801 

Email: david.reeth1@outlook.com 

Dales Reyno-Vations 

before a charter could be granted. It 
comprises an order from King William 
III and Queen Mary II to the Sheriff 
of York, dated 11th May 1694, that a 
jury ôof upright and loyal menõ of the 
neighbourhood, ôthrough whom the 
truth of the matter would é be better 
known é should diligently inquire if it 
might be to our damage or prejudice or 
é harm to neighbouring markets or 
fairsõ if a charter was granted. The 
Sheriff duly organised the inquisition, 
held on 28th November 1694, at York 
where the twelve jurors (William 
Goodall, Edward Wightman, John 
Goodricke, John Overend Senior, 
George Betson, Richard Yates, Jacob 
Fell, Thomas Robson, William Lazenby, 
Thomas Buxton, John Cussons Senior, 
John Overend Junior and John Cussons 
Junior) found that there would be no 
ôdamage nor injusticeõ to the King and 
Queen, or others. As a result the 
charter was granted.  
Perhaps it was granted as a reward for 
Whartonõs support of King William III, 
who with his wife Mary II, had been 
invited by Parliament to take the 
throne in 1689, after the Catholic 
James II was forced to abdicate. 
Wharton, a Puritan, a supporter of 
dissenters, and no friend of 
Catholicism, profited from tolls on the 
goods sold. As a result of acquiring the 
charter Reeth assumed the role of a 
small town and this did much to 
influence the consolidation of the 
green and settlement around it that we 
are so familiar with today.  
The ownership of the green is still 
claimed by the Lord of the Manor, 
currently William Peel, 3rd Earl Peel, 
but the herbage rights have for many 
years belonged to the stint-owners on 
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 the Moor. A green Committee, which 
consisted of graziers, administered it 
for the Lord of the Manor. The grass 
was kept close-mown by the sheep 
which could wander down freely from 
the moor, and when they became a 
nuisance, a grid was placed on the road 
half a mile away and the sheep were 
kept away. The income to cover the 

greenôs maintenance, and particularly 
the mowing of the grass came from the 
tolls levied on visiting fairs. In 1961 

the Lordôs rights were taken over by 
the Parish Council for a nominal sum of 
a shilling a year. 
Reminiscing in 1903 about ôReeth Sixty 
Years Agoõ John Fothergill, a prominent 
Methodist preacher and owner of an 
ôEmporiumõ now ôThe Fleeceõ facing 
Reeth green, remembered the Friday 
market with ôlong rows of butchersõ 
stalls and stalls full of all kinds of 
wares. Clothiers spread out their goods 
on the green. Sweetmeats and spice in 
abundance - 2 or 3 large casks covered 
with canvas containing young pigs. 
Anything from a pin to a pig could be 
bought. Young ladies from Marske 
gardens with ripe fruit in season é and 
stalls with boots and clogs, pattens and 
ribbons and laces, gloves, 
handkerchiefs, knives and scissors and 
pans, backstins, baskets, skeps and 
besoms. Shawls and shigpams [?], and 
everything to make life worth livingõ. 
As Alan Gibson has noted, the 
introduction of two water pumps on the 
green by George Robinson of Reeth in 
1868 would no doubt have made running 
the stalls easier than before, when 
water had to be drawn from Arkle 
Beck. 
No doubt the exodus from the Dale 
caused by the decline in leadmining at 

the end of the nineteenth century 
affected the market. According to an 
article in the Darlington & Stockton 
Times of 12th February 1994, quoting 
the ôamateur historian Mr Vic Wallisõ 
stall holders had ônot stood on the 
ancient cobbles near the village pump 
since the early years of this centuryõ. It 
is not known when the last of the annual 
fairs took place, but in 1951, one of 
them, the Bartle (St Bartholomew) Fair 
became the star of Reethõs Festival of 
Britain celebrations, with a re-
enactment, beginning with a ôFancy 
Dress Parade for Children and Adultsõ 
and ending with a Grand Danceõ which 
concluded at midnight. The Festival 
programme includes a poem The Bartle 
Fair, written in Swaledale dialect, by 
Captain John Harland in 1870. It vividly 
conveys the rush, bustle and 
excitement. Young Tom Coats had a stall 
selling ribbons ôfor varra near nowtõ, 
Enos sold brandy snaps, Potter Robin 
the ôbonniest pots te cud seeõ and ôgood 
iron pans, there was ôall macks oõ meatõ 
and ôplenty of all sworts oõ drinkõ. 
Predictably as the ôgruvers [lead 
miners] ôwar all full oõ chinkõ, spent on 
beer, the scene descends into a chaos 
of drunken brawling.  
Yet Andrew Fleming was wrong when he 

wrote in 1998 that óthe market is deadô .
In the early 1990s there was a 
movement to revive the weekly Reeth 
Market, led by Parish Council Chairman 
Ann Bain. The Darlington and Stockton 
Times of 6th May 1994 included a call 
for interested stall holders to contact 
the Clerk to Reeth Parish Council. A 
year later a notice in the same 
newspaper declared that ôthe weekly 
market in Reeth is here to stayõ. The 
first manager of the revived market 
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Hudson House 
Centre 
Reeth 

Owned by the Community of  

the Two Dales 
 

Community 

¶  Gallery 

¶  Learning 

¶  Library 

¶  Orchard 

¶  Transport 

National Park Centre 

North Yorkshire CC 

Police 

Richmondshire DC 

Swaledale Festival 
 

Business Forum 

Hot drinks vending machine 

Internet & WiFi 

Local notices & information 

Meeting Rooms 

Tourist Information & Shop 
 

Open all year 

7 days a week 

See website for times 
 

Silver Street Craft Unitôs  

managed by Hudson House.   

For all enquiries contact  

Jill May. 
 

01748 884485 

www.hudsonhouse.info 

was Philip Bastow, Chairman of the 
Upper Swaledale and Arkengarthdale 
Business Association, followed by Mrs 
Elaine Johnson. More recently the 
importance of the market and its 
charter have come to the fore when 
there was a proposal to downgrade the 
status of Reeth from a town to a 
village. In an interview for Yorkshire 
Today, on 25th February 2022 
Councillor Helen Guy commented that 

ôThereôs a pride that historically Reeth 
has been called a small town. We do 
have a market charter and have a 
market here every Friday. That 
elevates it above other places that are 
considered large villagesõ. Thankfully 
history prevailed, and Reeth remains a 
town, its past and present inextricably 
linked to its green and its Charter. 

Helen Bainbridge 

http://www.hudsonhouse.info
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 T.A.R.Longstaff 

 
Mobile Hydraulic hose 
repairs in Reeth and 
surrounding areas, 
anywhere anytime.  

 
Also mobile on site 

welding.  
      

Tel Percy on 
07889725349. 

TAKE HOME A PIECE 

OF THE DALES 

 

Call into our shop in 

Muker Upper 

Swaledale and see 

what unique garments 

we have on display 

from hand knit 

cardigans, sweaters, 

hats, scarves & gloves 

to machine knit 

sweaters & cardigans 

for both ladies & 

gents. We also stock 

sheepskin rugs, 

slippers & gloves. 

WE ARE OPEN 

EVERYDAY 

Tel. 01748 886251 

Email: mail@swaledalewoollens.co.uk  

or visit our website where you can order online: 

www.swaledalewoollens.co.uk 
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M. GUY - PLUMBING 

For all your plumbing requirements  

AGAS & RAYBURNS SERVICED 
kathrynguy@designermakersmarket.co.uk 

Tel: 01748 - 825640  

Email: martinkiss1960@gmail.com 

Notice 
 

THE CHARLES ALDERSON TRUST 
 
The above Trust was established, in 
memory of Charles Alderson, for the 
purpose of relieving, in cases of need, 
persons resident in the former Rural 
District Of Reeth (the parishes of 
Arkengarthdale, Ellerton Abbey, 
Fremington, Grinton, Marrick, 
Melbecks, Muker and Reeth) who are 
sick, convalescent, disabled, 
handicapped or infirm, by providing or 
paying for items, services or facilities 
which are calculated to alleviate the 
suffering or assist recovery of such 
persons, in such cases where help is 
not readily available to them from 
other sources. 
Applications for assistance should 

be made in writing to 
The Clerk to the Trust,  
Mrs C Steward,  

2 Hillary Terrace, Reeth, Richmond, 
North Yorks, DL11 6TG 
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 Focus Oné 
 

Reeth Green and Market, now.. 

Reeth Market in 2023 is thriving.  Its 
reliable and regular appearance on the 
market cobbles in the centre of Reeth, 
providing essential fresh produce, is a 
boon to residents of the two dales.  
Taken together with the bakeries and 
the excellent selection of groceries to 
be had from the Post Office, it means 
many of us need a trip to a large 
supermarket quite rarely.   
The market is more than a selection of 
trading stalls, however.  Itõs a place to 
run into friends and catch up as one 
shops, a place to exchange news from 
near and far, where one is on first 
name terms with stall holders and 
feels valued and known.  Itõs part of 
the community and its importance goes 
far beyond shopping.  Itõs a pleasant 
morning out and a sociable occasion, 
especially for those that live alone. 
In the pandemic all the stall holders 
adapted to ensure local people could 
shop safely.  From Click and Collect 
options to home delivery, we could get 
what we needed and avoid large 
crowds.  An outdoor market was the 
ideal way to encourage space and fresh 
air in those dim days. 
Today, the market is managed by Colin 
Garner, who has been trading at Reeth 
Market for 22 years and managing it 
for the last 21 years.  Colin is a real 
market man who loves the outdoor life 
and the interaction with his customers.  
He has been attending markets since 
he was 15 years old, working alongside 
his father.  As manager, Colinõs role 
entails collecting rent from the 
stallholders and ensuring they have the 
appropriate third-party liability 

insurance, negotiating market times 
around Christmas and other special 
occasions, and allocating stall space.  
òAll markets are struggling with the 
competition of the supermarketsó says 
Colin, òso for a small market like Reeth 
it would not be profitable to duplicate 
the stalls ð hence there is only one of 
eachó.  Colinõs other duty entails coning 
off the market area on a Thursday and 
clearing and storing the cones after 
each market.  Sometimes there can be 
problems as cars or busses are left on 
the market cobbles, and visitors have 
not been warned about the parking 
restrictions for the market.  Apart 
from the frustration that causes, Colin 
describes the location of the market as 
òperfectó. 
Colin runs the fruit and vegetable stall 
C&M Fruits, often with his wife 
Christine and their grandson Jack. 
During the pandemic the delivery side 
of his business expanded, and many 
customers still receive their fresh 
fruit and veg this way, with Colin and 
Christine doing weekly deliveries 
around the two dales. This pre-ordering 
also means they can get just about 
anything requested from the 
wholesalers, things they might not 
normally carry on the stall.  Many 
customers still like to shop at the stall 
however, and see the fresh produce, 
and be reminded whatõs in season.  They 
enjoy the friendly atmosphere and 
Colinõs banter and appreciate the level 
of service Colin provides. 
Special orders and home delivery are 
options from the Little Yorkshire 
Cheese Stall too, as well as pre-
ordered packs and mail delivery.   Claire 
and Gareth have been coming to Reeth 
Market for 10 years.  They travel from 
Yarm, and serve markets in Pickering, 
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 Knaresborough, Ripon and 
Northallerton on the other days of the 
week.  Their refrigerated trailer is 
packed full of interesting and unusual 
cheeses and Claire and Gareth are 
wonderfully knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic about their products. 
They love the location of the market, 
with its stunning backdrop.  òYou can 
get all your essentials at the market as 
well as the local shops and it has great 
parking facilitiesó says Claire. òThat is 
why it is so well supported locally and 
why people travel from far and wide to 
shop at the marketó. 
Richard runs Beavers Butchers in 
Masham, and Reeth is the only market 
he attends.  Within the Masham shop a 
team of 7 work.  They buy from local 
farmers as well as raising a few Dexter 
cattle of their own, and they make all 
their own pies, ready meals and cooked 
meats on site.  They make award-
winning sausages from glazed, stuffed 
and marinated meats and have a 
specially made dry-aged cabinet for all 
their steaks. This means the quality of 
the meat and meat products that 
Richard brings to the market is 
outstanding.  The meat selection is 
great and can be cut to your 
requirements, and the range of ready 
meals is imaginative, so you never need 
be lost for ideas for something new.  
Any special orders can be prepared in 
advance, and Richard also does a 
delivery service around the two dales 
after the market.  Richard enjoys his 
day away from the shop, meeting 
customers and chatting in the glorious 
surroundings of Reeth. 
More service with a smile comes from 
Dan, The Fish Man, who has been 
coming to Reeth Market for about 7 
years.  He also attends markets in 

Pudsey and Knaresborough. Fish is a 
difficult product to deal with, but Dan 
arrives with everything iced and fresh.  
His selection understandably is 
restricted as he has to make a 
judgment about what will sell ð unlike 
some products if it doesnõt sell on a 
Friday, it will likely become waste.  
However, with a weekõs notice he can 
get hold of just about anything ð I have 
had whole salmon and live lobsters from 
him in the past!  Dan also thinks Reeth 
is a special place and enjoys the 
friendly people and the chat. òIt feels 
like a day out in the dales rather than a 
dayõs workó he says, òunless the weather 
is really bad!ó he adds with a smile.   
Non-food produce is also available at 
the market.  Mark and Suzan bring a 
great selection of seasonal plants from 
their business West Layton Nurseries, 
and they will also take orders and 
deliver within the two dales.  Joe runs 
the Westmorland Sheepskin stall selling 
sheepskin and leather products.  Joe 
has been coming to Reeth market for 10 
years but before that his father had a 
stall here from the time the market 
restarted over 25 years ago. Joe comes 
from Leeds and also attends Hawes, 
Barnard Castle, Kirkbymoorside and 
Stokesley markets as well as 
agricultural and flower shows around 
the UK. 
As Joe says, òI doubt there is another 
market in the UK with a view as good as 
the one from Reeth on a clear day.  It is 
a market very well supported by locals 
and tourists and having attended for so 
long I see people as good friends as well 
as customersó.   A sentiment shared by 
all the traders Iõm sure, and one which 
helps explain the enduring popularity of 
Reeth Market. 

Jackie Pope 
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