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Doesnõt Christmas just bring out the 
best in everyone? 
 

I have to admit the past 2 years, 
Christmas has been a most welcome 
distraction from the worldwide pan-
demic, and all the news that has been 
constantly thrown at us. Some of it 
good, but most of it bad. 
 

Last year when most of the country sat 
in a lockdown, Christmas trees and 
lights were up just as November began. 
As we came out of that in December, 
most of us in North Yorkshire escaped 
the strictest of measures and were 
fortunate to be able to do things. Alt-
hough that didnõt last long. 
 

As we began the year we were shut 
down once again, but what a year, vac-
cinations, boosters, invariably in a bet-
ter place than we were the year prior.  
 

And I think Christmas was such a joy-
ous occasion to give the nation some 
happiness. 
 

We saw the early shades (some people 
will scream ôhumbugõ too early...) of 
Christmas as trees, lights, decorations 
and carols began in November in many 
areas.  
 

In fact, some of those well-prepared 
fanatics (guilty) had everything 
wrapped up before the middle of the 
month ready to give to Santa. 
 

Across the region and the dales, carol 
services were held, children performed 
in nativities, grandparents got to see 
their loved ones, families and friends 
socialised and as December came in, 
people were more caring of one anoth-

er. 
 

As we see in this monthõs issue, huge 
donations were raised for various char-
ities, local festive events and what we 
get is a huge sense of community, sup-
port and care. I saw so many individuals 
and groups fundraise and run ôgift 
drivesõ for those children less fortu-
nate.  
 

Truly amazing how much we can help 
and do something to ensure families 
have an enjoyable Christmas. 
 

The nature of charity within the dales 
is second to none, and the spirit of the 
festive season was felt far and wide. In 
a month that is fraught with financial 
pressure to indulge and party, it was so 
nice to see residents support one an-
other for the good of the community. 
 

Iõm sure this will continue throughout 
the year, because whilst its Christmas 
only once a year, thereõs people that 
need our support on a daily basis. 
 

Let us raise a figurative glass to 2022, 
and may it bring us all good tidings and 
all good things to come. 
 

PS A special mention those with a pass-
ing resemblance to Santa Claus himself 
who volunteer each winter to bring joy 
to the hearts of many children around 
the region. A brilliant job! 
     Dan 

Front Cover: Think about this when it 
snows this winter. See the amazing work of 
Kenneth Libbrecht, Pasadena, California, dep 
of physics at the California Institute of 
Technology. Very clever chap. Well done 
Kenneth  : https://
www.salon.com/2020/12/24/snowflake-
science-physics- chemistry- ice-crystals-
patterns-lattice-caltech/ 
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ADVERTISING 
For information on advertising and 
prices, please contact the treasurer. 
Advertising copy, should be sent to 

the editor. 
  

The editor reserves the right not to 
publish any advert or article 
considered to be inaccurate or 

misleading.  
  

All articles or items for inclusion 
should be sent to the editor 

E-mail: editor@reethGazette.co.uk 
or left at Reeth Post Office. 

The Editor welcomes feedback. 
At the editorõs discretion J, these 
will be published with Editor 
responses in the ôLetters to the 

Editorõ section.  Please send feedback 
to reeth.editor@gmail.com 

Gazette Deadlines 

  

The deadlines for the next  
two months are: 

      
March issue: Feb 14th 2022 
April issue: March 14th 2022 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We will endeavour to 
publish all suitable items submitted by 
the deadline date but this cannot be 
guaranteed and is at the sole 
discretion of the editor. 

Posting The Gazette 
 

To post a copy of this Gazette to a 
friend or relative, will require a Large 
Letter size and will cost Ã1.53 second 
class, or Ã1.83 first class. 
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Consulting Structural & Civil Engi-

neers 
Structural Surveys 

All design work undertaken  
whether domestic or commercial,  

large or small 
Telephone:  01748 886717 
Email:  office@vdg.co.uk 
Website :  vdg.co.uk 

 

VICTORIA COTTAGE 

Lovely Period Cottage 
Overlooking Reeth Green 
Great Views. Sleeps 4 

 

Email: 
judy.roger@btinternet.com 

 

Website: 
www.victoriacottagereeth.com 
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Rose Cottage 

Just off the village green in Reeth 

Sleeps 4 

Dogs welcome 

Tel 01964 562239 

Email: rosecottagereeth@gmail.com 

Reeth Memorial Hall 
Saturday 12th February ð Miss Julia 
Martin performs An Evening With 
Dolly Parton ð The Rags to Rhine-
stones Story. In 2018 & 2019 Julia was 
presented with the accolade of the 
UKõs No1 Dolly Parton tribute by the 
National Tribute Music Awards. Tick-
ets Ã15 (Ã17 door).  
Thursday 3rd March ð Other Roads. 
This contemporary folk trio are singer/
songwriter & guitarist Pete Abbott, 
eight times Scottish Fiddle Champion 
(also on bass guitar and mandolin), 
Gregor Borland and multi-
instrumentalist, singer and songwriter 
Dave Walmisley. Tickets Ã14 (Ã16 
door). 
Friday 4th March ð Peggy Seeger on 
her First Farewell Tour ð Peggy, the 
undisputed queen of folk and political 
song will be joined by her son Calum 
MacColl.  Tickets Ã18 (Ã20 door). 
Saturday 5th March ð Follow Me Down 
ð Songs From The West - Steve 
Knightley - multi-award-winning singer-
songwriter/ musician and founder mem-
ber of folk/ acoustic roots trail-
blazers, ôShow of Handsõ. Tickets Ã20 
(Ã22 door). 
Saturday 19th March ð Kiki Dee & 
Carmelo Luggeri.  Join them on An 
Acoustic Journey.  Tickets Ã20 (Ã22 
door) are selling fast!    
Friday 8th April - Maddy Prior. Tick-
ets Ã19.50 (Ã21.50 door). 
Tickets from Reeth PO or phone John 
Little (01748 884759) or visit 
www.reethmemorialhall.co.uk ð tickets 
į price u16s. All concerts 8pm.  We 
continue to follow current Govõt Covid 
guidelines. Adequate ventilation provid-
ed. Current seating arrangements mean 
we are unable to provide significant 

social distancing. Please bring your own 
drinks. Bottled water will be available.  
      John 

Email: martiskiss1960@gmail.com 
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Gazette Subscriptions 

Rates for annual subscriptions from 
January 2022 have been set at: UK - 
Ã20; Europe - Ã30 and International - 
Ã40.  This price covers the cost of 
posting the Gazette each month. 

 

Notice 
THE CHARLES ALDERSON 

TRUST 
 

The above Trust was established, 
in memory of Charles Alderson, for the 
purpose of relieving, in cases of need, 
persons resident in the former Rural 
District Of Reeth (the parishes of 
Arkengarthdale, Ellerton Abbey, 
Fremington, Grinton, Marrick, 

Melbecks, Muker and Reeth) who are 
sick, convalescent, disabled, 

handicapped or infirm, by providing or 
paying for items, services or facilities 
which are calculated to alleviate the 
suffering or assist recovery of such 
persons, in such cases where help is not 

readily available to them  
from other sources. 

Applications for assistance should be 
made in writing to the 

Clerk to the Trust, Mrs. C Steward, 
2 Hillary Terrace, Reeth, Richmond, 

North Yorks, DL11 6TG 

5ŀƭŜǎ ²Ŝō {ƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ 

!ƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 

.ŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ IŀǿŜǎ 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƛƴŦƻϪŘŀƭŜǎǿŜōǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

All aspects of building work 

skilfully undertaken by 

local time-served builders, 

with over 30 yearsô experience 

of building in the dales. 

Contact Greg, on:  

01748 886 434 / 253 or 

07817 719881 

mailto:info@daleswebsolutions.co.uk
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#ÁÌÌ -ÉËÅ Ǫ 
!ÎÎÅ ÏÎȡ  

πρχτψ ψψτχσχ  
 

%ÍÁÉÌ ÕÓ ÁÔȡ     
ÍÉËÅÂÁÒÄÅÎͽÙÁÈÏÏȢÃÏÍ 

3ÅÅ ÕÓ ÁÔ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȡ     
×××ȢςÄÁÌÅÓÄÉÇÉÔÁÌȢÃÏȢÕË 

Run by 

Editor 

MikeB 

 T.A.R.Longstaff 

 
Mobile Hydraulic hose 
repairs in Reeth and 
surrounding areas, 
anywhere anytime.  

 
Also mobile on site 

welding.  
      

Tel Percy on 
07889725349. 

TAKE HOME A PIECE 

OF THE DALES 

 

Call into our shop in 

Muker Upper 

Swaledale and see 

what unique 

garments we have on 

display from hand 

knit cardigans, 

sweaters, hats, scarves 

& gloves to machine 

knit sweaters & 

cardigans for both 

ladies & gents. We 

also stock sheepskin 

rugs, slippers & 

gloves. 

WE ARE OPEN 

EVERYDAY 

Tel. 01748 886251 

Email: mail@swaledalewoollens.co.uk  

or visit our website where you can order online: 

www.swaledalewoollens.co.uk 
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 TLC@GUNNERSIDE 

(THURSDAY LADIES 

CLUB AT GUNNERSIDE) 
 

WHOO HOOO,  we are back meeting 
again at the Village Hall in Gunnerside! 
September saw us meet for the first 
time since lock down.  With no speaker 
available, we chatted over coffee/tea 
and cake and caught up on news from 
our members. Good to see everyone 
again. 
 In October we welcomed the York-
shire Storyteller ð aka Rhoda Fraser ð 
who gave us an insight into how she 
became a Storyteller. and brought with 
her the now famous Storyteller Coat!!  
Rhoda was brought up in 
Arkengarthdale so her tales of people 
in the Dales are legendary!  We are 
looking forward to welcoming her again 
in 2023 to hear more of her humour. 
 In November we like to hold a 
Christmas Crafting evening, and we 
were looking forward to the expertise 
of Kathryn Guy with an evening of felt-
ing, but unfortunately the dreaded 
òTrack and Traceó found her.   So, af-
ter a worrying morning, we were de-
lighted that our very own Jane Sam-
mells  was able step in and help us to 
make a Christmas Wreath with pom 

poms.  Who knew how much fun it can 
be making pom poms! 
 Now we are looking forward to our 
Programme for 2022.  We will meet up 
in February for our AGM, then every 
fourth Thursday of each month.  The 
programme has lots to offer, with talks 
from local groups and national organisa-
tions, demonstrations, and our annual 
outing (when we are joined by our 
friends from the Muker Guild).  We 
also hold a Quiz Evening in October.    
We are a friendly bunch, and we love to 
have fun.   Watch for details in the 
Gazette and our posters. 
 At the present time our subscription 
is Ã5.00 per annum, but if you would 
like to come as guest to any of the eve-
nings the fee is Ã2.00. 
Further information email Sue on 
nickandsuebarron2@gmail.com.    
      Elizabeth    
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New Education,  

Engagement &  

Volunteering Strategy 

Launch 
 

Members of the Yorkshire Dales  
National Park Authority will hear 
about ambitious new education, engage-
ment and volunteering plans aimed at 
young people and under-represented 
groups when they meet in Leyburn next 
week.  
 Through educational and skills-
based activities, the Yorkshire Dales  
National Park Authority aims to in-
spire 1,500 young people from in and 
around the National Park to explore 
and enhance their fantastic environ-
ment each year, provide 6,000 people 
from under-represented groups with 
activity days, and provide at least 
7,000 volunteer days per year, with 
15% coming from under-represented 
groups.   
 This will deliver a cohesive pro-
gramme of inspirational, participatory 
activities that will attract at least 
4,000 people each year to find out 
more about the National Parkõs special 
qualities.  
 Neil Heseltine, Chair of the York-
shire Dales National Park Authority, 
said: òConnecting young people with 
nature through educational, skills-
based or volunteer activity is how we 
foster a new generation who under-
stand, love, explore, and advocate for 
the unique environment of the National 
Park. Whether itõs school children 
spending a night under the stars, young 

people from Bradford visiting a farm 
or a young volunteer using their voice 
and influence on how the Park is man-
aged ð all of these experiences can 
forge a lifetime connection with this 
special place. Recreation and Health is 
a priority work programme for us, and 
these exciting and ambitious plans will 
help people manage their health and 
wellbeing by making a connection to 
nature or by taking part in recreational 
activities in the National Park. Young 
people should be the inspiration and 
catalyst for growing our green econo-
my. Our approach will hopefully support 
their journey through education and 
volunteering into employment.ó   
  

For more information, please contact 
the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority's Communications Manager  

James Peacock 
Solid Fuel 

Merchant 

Bainbridge 
Good quality fuels at  
competitive prices. 

Deliveries to Wensleydale, 
Swaledale and Coverdale.  
No delivery too small. 

 

Tel. 01969 650212/650465 
Email:  

james-peacock@btconnect.com 

www. james-peacock.co.uk 
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Maths , Science, 
English Private 
Tutors 

Gaynor Voice & Kate 

Brown Hill Top 
Low Row 
Richmond 
DL11 6NB 

Bespoke 
Tutors 

Tel. 01748 886201 
Email:bespoketutors@gmail.com 
Www.bespoketutors.org.uk 

           Sally Clarke 

               Podiatrist/Chiropodist 

              MchS,BScPod (Hons) 

             HSPC Registered 

  15 Years Experience. Treatments in 

the comfort of your own home, Corns, 

Callus, Nail Cutting, Ingrowing Nails, All 

types of foot pain covered. 

 01748 898778 or 07548 323278                 
 Email: sallysageandollie@gmail.com 
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2022 Lecture 

Programme! 
 

Get your diaries out, here is our 2022 
Lecture Programme!  
 Although we will have more space, 
as we are relocating to Reeth Memorial 
Hall for the talks, we still recommend 
pre-booking a seat so we can ensure 
social distancing and the comfort of 
all. 
 Friend of the Museum Marion 
Moverley has been busy reading ôoldõ 
newspapers over the festive break and 
has kindly sent us some intriguing local 
ôcuttingsõ.  
 If you know anything more about 
the cases, do let us know. A ôGreat 
Walking Match at Reethõ was reported 
in the  Darlington and Richmond 
Herald, on 21st December 1878:  
 On Monday evening a walking match 
of some importance was decided 
between the Buck Inn at Reeth and 
Wilson's House on the Arkendale Road, 
a distance of about three miles. The 
competitors were Ward Peacock, one 
of the crack runners of Swaledale, and 
Frank Gill, a well known sporting 
characterõ.  
 It was a nail-biting finish, as ôGill 
held the lead until a couple of hundred 
yards from the goal when he was 

passed by ôWardeyõ who won by twenty 
yards. Time 25 minutesõ.  
 Can anyone identify Wilsonõs House? 
How about we reinstate this walking 
competition?  
 Then there was the gruesome 
discovery reported in the Darlington 
and Richmond Herald on 3rd July 1880: 
ôAbout a fortnight ago a farmer named  
Alderson was digging turf at a place 
called Firs, situated at Swaledale 
Head, and when about two and a half 
feet deep, he found the skeleton of a 
full-grown female. Attached to the 
skull was a large quantity of hair. The 
skeleton was discovered about a mile 
from any dwelling house and a quarter 
of a mile from any roadõ.  
 We wonder how old this skeleton 
was. Cue the beginning of a murder 
mystery? 
 

If you want to sign up for our FREE 
e-newsletters with latest 
developments do let us know, and we 
will put you on the circulation list. 
Why not become a Friend of the 
Museum? Excellent idea for a 
birthday present.  
 

Annual membership: single Ã12.50, 
couple Ã20, family Ã25 gives 
unlimited free entry to the Museum, 
discount on talks, and our twice 
yearly Newsletter!  
 

For more information contact Helen 
Bainbridge via 

helen@swaledalemuseum.org 
07969 823232.  

Website: museum.org for the latest 
information. 

Andrew Howard Joinery 
01748 8844045 
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 Fremington Village Hall 
 

Redecorated and now with its own 
piano, the Village Hall (known locally as 
the Sunday School) is available to hire 
for all kinds of events, from regular 
classes, talks and community activi-
ties, to one-off functions like chil-
drenõs parties, lunches and dinners and 
special occasions such as wedding re-
ceptions and anniversary parties. The 
Hall has a small kitchen with electric 
cooker and microwave; toilet facilities 
including disabled toilet; and a small 

rear garden. 
The Hall is a registered charity run by 
a small and dedicated volunteer com-
mittee. You can book the Hall by phon-
ing or texting the bookings secretary 
Alison Tupman on 07967 839494 or 

by email at fremingtonvil-
lagehall@outlook.com 

The Black Bull 
wŜŜǘƘΩǎ hƭŘŜǎǘ LƴƴΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ wŜŀƭ !ƭŜǎ 

 

Comfortable en-suite  
accommodation,         
Traditional Pub Fayre served daily 
Sunday Carvery (booking advised), 
Coaches welcome 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01748 884 213,   
Email: bookings@theblackbullreeth.co.uk, 

Black Bull, Reeth, DL11 6SZ, 
www.theblackbullreeth.co.uk 

mailto:bookings@theblackbullreeth.co.uk
http://www.theblackbullreeth.co.uk
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  Station Jazz & Cocktails 
Saturday 5th February - 'Jazz and 
Cocktails night' , with John Hunter's 
Good Vibes Trio, Station Cafe, 

Richmond 7pm  

When local musicians John and Jane 
Hunter were asked to write ôThe 

Station Masterõ last year as part of 
the Richmond 950 celebrations, little 
did they realise that their trio, who 
accompanied the songs throughout the 
show, would make such an impression 
that they would be offered their own 
ôjazz nightõ at The Station, Richmond, 
where the show was performed.   
Saturday 5th February sees the trio 
(which also includes local clarinettist 
Adam Bradley)  plus guest vocalist 
Gracie Will, performing during a special 
ôjazz mealõ in their first ôsoloõ public 
appearance ð with a programme of 
popular music from the ôGreat 
American Songbookõ, some more 
contemporary numbers, and a few 
ôsurprisesõ! 
Tickets for the Jazz & Cocktails 
Night (which are selling fast) 
featuring The Good Vibes Trio and a 
delicious two course meal are available 
from The Station Caf® Bar priced 
Ã25.00 per person ð drinks not included.  
Telephone 01748 825967 or email 
reservations@thestation.co.uk.   
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YORKSHIRE FOOT 
CLINICS 

Podiatry/Chiropody 
Alex Kravchenko MChS, BSc Pod 

(Hons) 
Nail cutting, callus, corns &  

ingrowing nails 
All treated in the comfort of your 

home 
Tel. Richmond 850020 

NYCC HOME LIBRARY  

DELIVERY SERVICE 

This service is provided fortnightly 

on Thursdays for Reeth and Upper 

Swaledale villages.  

For elderly or disabled residents  

Contact tel. no. 01748 824331 

Please leave a message or phone 

Colburn Library: 0845 4349502 

Wanted  
Housekeeper  
Gunnerside  

Housekeeper wanted for a holiday 

cottage in Gunnerside. 

Turnarounds are on a Friday and 

take about 4 hours. The 

Work includes cleaning, bed mak-

ing and re-stocking guest items. 

The cottage is 2 bedroom, 2 bath-

room, it is easy to clean and full 

support will be provided by the 

owner. 

Good rates of pay are offered. 

Please send your contact details 

to: 

amanda.j.robinson200@gmail.com 
Mob 07769800986  

mailto:amanda.j.robinson200@gmail.com
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In an emergency DIAL 999 ask for 
the POLICE then Mountain Rescue / 

Cave Rescue / Mine Rescue 
Charity No. 501885, providing 
Mountain and Cave Rescue in the 
Northern Yorkshire Dales 

The team is made up of highly trained 
volunteers available, 24/7 in any 

weather, any time. 

On average we respond to between 
50 to 60 calls each year. 
 
Incidents Dec 1st to Jan 8th 
9 Incidents this edition 
 
06/01/2022: Incident 03: And 
again.... Called by the police to rescue a 
stranded motorists trapped in snow 
and ice. 
 
06/01/2022: Incident 02: Called by 
the Ambulance service to assist with 
the transportation of a casualty in a 
remote location after the ambulance 
got stuck on ice. Fire service also 
attended. 
 
05/01/2022: Incident 01: Called by 
the police to assist a couple of 
motorists who had become stranded in 
snow and ice. Initial route was blocked 
by another stranded vehicle, 
fortunately north Yorkshire police 
vehicle was able to deal with that while 
we found another route to our 

stranded motorists. 
 
31/12/2021: Incident 48: just 
enough year left for a final rescue! An 
experienced hill walker slipped whilst 
descending Gunnerside Gill. She heard 
a crack from her lower leg and despite 
help from her fellow walkers she could 
not continue. The team responded, 
reaching the casualty within 25 mins. 
She was assessed and treated on the 
hill before being carried over a 
kilometre of rough terrain and the 
dark to a waiting ambulance in 
Gunnerside. 
 
30/12/2021: Incident 47: Called by 
the police to rescue a well-equipped 
walker who had slipped and injured 
themselves. A quick response from the 
team and a swift evacuation the mile 
back to Gunnerside village. 
 
29/12/2021: Incident 46: Called to 
search for a experienced missing 
walker on the Pennine Way, near Tan 
Hill. Fortunately, they turned up safe 
and well while the team was responding. 
 
02/12/2021: Incident 45: Called to 
rescue 2 well equipped walkers who had 
strayed on to steep ground in 
Gunnerside Gill. Located quickly, 
secured and then walked to safety. 
 
28/11/2021: Incident 44: Called to 
assist Upper Wharfedale Fell Rescue 
Association (UWFRA) with access to 
casualties in a remote location. 
 

28/11/2021: Incident 43: Called to a 
medical emergency at Tan Hill Inn, 
fortunately Kirkby Stephen MRT 
where already responding to an 
incident nearby. 

https://www.facebook.com/UWFRA/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUgbsKW4C8C4nZclW6QpL24aSefvaYxKda6wmMt7M9MU-TZg9-YbrQ2bQZnfGNnDDVKtn1ev7RHJKrNzbJELI2FCJ8boMzgOpJbW758YuAbHA5ABT3dbutqcZXq3ziuhVAytYqQKd8_JxWsM2n1mkoisdqvXw2qLDWcLmq0YkkID8UWt4UuyCIjWt2290L-SFE&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/UWFRA/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUgbsKW4C8C4nZclW6QpL24aSefvaYxKda6wmMt7M9MU-TZg9-YbrQ2bQZnfGNnDDVKtn1ev7RHJKrNzbJELI2FCJ8boMzgOpJbW758YuAbHA5ABT3dbutqcZXq3ziuhVAytYqQKd8_JxWsM2n1mkoisdqvXw2qLDWcLmq0YkkID8UWt4UuyCIjWt2290L-SFE&__tn__=kK-R
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Hand Dyed Yarn  

and other lovely things. 
 

Unit 4, Reeth Dales Centre 
Silver Street, Reeth 

DL11 6SP 
Tel: 01748 282 977 

info@swaledaleyarns.com 
www.swaledaleyarns.com 

Incident 47 

A massive thanks to the staff and cus-
tomers of Cotswold Outdoor Catterick 
who help us raise Ã560.32: 
The Angel, Gilling West Ã69.38 
Butt House, Keld Ã66.50 
Richmond Police Station Ã62.79 
Farmers Arms, Muker Ã98.00 
 
Thanks to the kind and generous people 
who donated at Leyburn. We raised 
Ã1,175.85 
 

You can now donate while spending at 
Amazon SMILE, just log in to Amazon 
Smile when you next spend, just select 
Swaledale Mountain Rescue as your 
charity. 
A Happy New Year from all at SMRT 
Swaledale Mountain & Cave Rescue 

Team  
Alan 

https://www.facebook.com/cotswoldoutdoorcatterick/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZA0uU3_4dbtVcm0x1dnruxI9e1WanF-n0Gn0nLEGeuPb87c2K36l65Y__Z1uP8czqVLEvvYWlihqsIVUsndK9TCDS-k89shBULZyBd0bI3vnd4KxAdaQ1nWKtGZZKzIsaOAFqtGywYS9afSIMuoe5c7fOELh5x1wkC3QFNEjfO0Efq-lDRb8mKcpZCn5il
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 Friends Of The Dales 
Distinguished Naturalist Joins 
Environment Campaigning Charity 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The biologist, nature writer and 
campaigner, Dr Amy-Jane Beer has 
been honoured as the new voluntary 
and honorary President of Yorkshire 
Dales environmental campaigning 
charity, Friends of the Dales.  
 The membership charity, which 
started in 1981 by Dales Way creator 
Colin Speakman has been actively 
campaigning for more than 40 years, 
with successful past campaigns 
including lobbying for sustainable 
support for Dales farmers, affordable 
housing, transferring quarry stone 
haulage to railways and setting up the 
rural transport social enterprise, 
Dalesbus.  
 Bruce McLeod, Chair of Friends of 
the Dales said, òHaving the 
distinguished environmental writer Dr 
Beer join our charity as President is an 
important step in helping us further 

spread the word about our work to help 
protect and improve the Dales for the 
generations to come.  
 Some of the issues we are currently 
campaigning about go right to the heart 
of the concerns facing the whole 
planet, such as plastic pollution, loss of 
biodiversity and habitats and the 
destruction of our natural carbon sinks, 
such as our peatlands.  
 Amy-Janeõs passion for the natural 
world is well known and we believe that 
her voice will enable us to engage a new 
demographic of environmentalist to our 
causes.ó   
 North Yorkshire based Amy-Jane, 
has not only authored more than 30 
books about science and natural history 
including Cool Nature and A Tree a Day, 
but is a Country Diarist for The 
Guardian, columnist for British Wildlife 
and a regular contributor to BBC 
Wildlife and Countryfile magazines.  
 She said, òIn Friends of the Dales I 
see an organisation that can make a 
genuine difference ð they are vocal, 
energetic and creative, and willing to 
reach out and make connections in a 
common cause. This is the best of 
grassroots activism, and Iõm delighted 
to be adding my voice to theirs.  
 The Yorkshire Dales are already 
feeling the impacts of the climate 
change and biodiversity crises. I feel 
on the positive side the landscape and 
its communities are also perfectly 
placed to lead the way in sustainable 
land management, nature recovery, 
responsible access and in 
revolutionising public understanding of 
farming and rural heritage and nature.  
 I canõt wait to help celebrate 
the natural and human heritage of the 
Dales,                          é see next page 
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 whilst also inspiring locals, visitors and 
those whoõve yet to experience the 
magic for themselves to bring about 
positive change. 
 Friends of the Dales, is currently 
campaigning for the eradication of 
plastic from all tree planting, to raise 
awareness through better cutting 
regimes of how the biodiversity of the 
regionõs roadside verges can be 
maximised and for the protection and 
restoration of the peatlands.ó  
For further information or to get 
involved 
visit: www.friendsofthedales.org.uk. 

Healaugh Christmas 
Lights 

 
A big BIG thank you to everyone who 
donated.  
 We hope you enjoyed the display 
this year as much as we enjoyed 
preparing it. It seems to get bigger and 
better every year and there are 
already plans in place for next years 
expansion and improvements.  
 We were overwhelmed at the 
kindness and generosity shown this year 
whether it was passing walkers 
emptying their pockets to give all that 
they had with them or anonymous 
visitors to the ôJust Givingõ site with 
their Ã100 donations. You are all 
amazing.  
The Christmas 2021 lights raised 

Ã1417 
Every single penny raised goes directly 
to ôGuide Dogsõ and makes a massive 
difference to the lives of so many. On 
behalf of Guide Dogs and from 
ourselvesééé. 
       ******THANK YOU****** 
    Chris and Pete McKay and Harley.  
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